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Violent videos 
don’t provoke 
young people. 
Violence does 


There & no evidence that violent 
video films directly trigger 
violence among juveniles, 
according to a long-awaited 
Home Office study which will be 
published this week. The 
conclusions, obtained by The 
Independent, show that young 
people only turn to such films 
after growing up in a violent 
family and becoming delinquent. 


Once young people had embarked on a 
path of criminal violence they were more 
likely to enjoy video violence and had a 
greater recollection of a film's violent mo- 
ments, the Birmingham University report 
concludes. 

But the researchers found almost no 
evidence to suggest that the film violence 
led directly to further aggression from any 
of the young people studied. 


EXCLUSIVE 

BY 

IAN BURRELL 


The report’s findings were based on 
a two-year study of 122 young men invited 
to view violent films. Researchers then 
compared the reactions of young of- 
fenders io non-offending school and 
college students. 

None the less, fears that the videos may 
reinforce the idea in some young people 
that violent behaviour is an appropriate 
response to frustration or provocation may 
now cause Jack Straw, the Home Secre- 
tary, to ban young offenders from watch- 
ing such films. The study was 
commissioned by the Home Office after 
the Jamie Bulger trial in 1993, at which 
' the judge made comments about the 
unsuitability of certain videos. 

The report, authored by Kevin Browne 
.and Amanda Pfcrmeii of the School of Psy- 
■ chology at Birmingham University, over- 
turns previous research which bad 
suggested that film violence acts as a pre- 
cursor to violent behaviour. “In contrast," 
the team wri tes, “this' study suggests that 
the well-established link between poor so- 
cial background and delinquent behaviour 
may extend to the development of a pref- 
erence for violent films.” 

The study makes it clear that young 
people who do not experience violence 
in the family or have a criminal history 
will almost certainly not be moved to ag- 
gressive behaviour by violent films. ‘'The 
implication is that both a history of fam- 
ily violence and offending behaviour are 


TODAY'S NEWS 


Fear that killings may 
- threaten peace process 

iff ..?■ The worst fear following the weekend’s paramilitary 
. ! killings in Ulster is that violence might spread from 
splinter groups to mainstream loyalist groupings, thereby 
, r \T ; jeopardising rite peace process: political talks are 
Ni £ y » ' : - scheduled to re-start on 12 January. The Irish National 
\ *, £ L ^ ’Liberation Army took responsibility for Saturdays killing c 
' * n ! Bll, y Wright. Wright’s organisation, the Loyalist Volunteer 
•• Force, in turn took responsibility for the attack on the 


necessary pre-conditions for developing 
a significant preference for violent film 
action and role models.” it concludes. 

The films shown to the youngsters were 
not the “video nasties’* sold under the 
counter, but those containing violence 
which are regularly hired from video 
shops, including such titles as Bad Boys, 
Licence to Drive, Last Gasp and ID. 

The researchers found that youngsters 
with a criminal record watched videos sig- 
nificantly more than non-offenders, and 
made up 89 per cent of those who said 
violent videos were their favourites. Two- 
thirds of the offending group identified 
with stars such as Arnold Schwarzeneg- 
ger and Sylvester Stallone, who play vi- 
olent characters, compared to a quarter 
of the school and college students. 

The study also found the offenders and 
students had equal recollections of the gist 
of the storyline of the film. Offenders bad 
a slightly greater tendency to feel “excited” 
during violent scenes and 40 per cent of 
them complained later that the film 
lacked violence, compared to 18 per cent 
of non-offenders. A majority of the 122 
youngsters surveyed (70 per cent) named 
18-certificate films as their favourites, de- 
spite many of those questioned being be- 
tween the ages of 15 and 17. 

Ten months after watching the film, 82 
per cent of offenders continued to iden- 
tify with a vindictivefy violent character, 
compared to 43 per cent of non- 
offenders. In their conclusion the authors 
note: “Offenders were more likely to 
prefer actors who typically play characters 
whose use of severe violence appears pos- 
itive and successful - a dangerous role- 
model for young people, particularly ihose 
predisposed to crime and delinquency. 

“This may reinforce distorted thoughts 
about responding to frustration and 
provocation." 

Speculative press reports in the sum- 
mer had claimed that the Birmingham 
team bad established proof that violent 
videos cause crime. Instead, the report 
states: “The research cannot prove 
whether video violence causes crime." 

During the viewing the young people 
remained passive. The study noted: “The 
film had no immediate influence on em- 
pathy or the participant's state or level of 
anger." The school and college students 
mostly admitted to frying to copy the film’s 
dialogue. None of the 122 said they had 
copied violent behaviour from the film or 
any others they bad recently seen. 

Four months later only three claimed 
to have been influenced by the film. One 
offender said Last Gasp had given him the 
“good idea" of slashing a victim’s Achilles 
tendons to stop him escaping. Another 
said the film had taught him to keep a bet- 
ter look-out for the police. A student said 
ID, which is about football hooliganism, 
had made him depressed. Six months lat- 
er all respondents were claiming to have 
been unaffected by the film. 
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A chicken peering from a cage at a market which was declared an infected place yesterday, when the Hong Kong government announced that it will 
slaughter all chickens in the territory in a drastic move to prevent the spread of the 'bird flu' that has killed four people Photograph: Vincent Yu/AP 

HK to slaughter a million chickens 


Hong Kong yesterday 
announced it will 
slaughter the territory’s 
entire stock of chickens. 
Stephen Vines says the 
decision may stem the 
panic over a mysterious 
strain of flu, but will cast 
cooks into deep gloom 
over the New Year 
celebrations. 


Hong Kong authorities an- 
nounced yesterday the chickens 
would be gassed within 24 
hours, as part of a drive to 
counter the “bird flu" virus 
which has killed four people and 
infected up to 16 others. 

The decision to slaughter the 
territory’s estimated 1.2 million 
chickens was taken after hun- 
dreds of chickens died on Sat- 
urday at a poultry market, and 
as traces of virus were found 
at a chicken farm near the Chi- 
nese border. 

The step looks drastic. But 
the authorities feel they- have no 
choice, if they are to quell pan- 
ic among tourists as well as lo- 
cals. and restore confidence in 
the supply of one of the Chinese 
diet's most basic ingredients. 

The chickens will be col- 
lected from almost 200 chick- 


en rearing farms and from 
about 1.0(10 shops and market 
siails which also deal chickens. 
They will be gassed with carbon 
dioxide, placed in plastic bags 
and transferred to landfills in 
three parts of the territory. 

The dead chickens, strange- 
ly enough, will then form pan 
of the. base on which Hong 
Kong’s huge new housing de- 
velopments are to be built, on 
land reclaimed from the sea. 

As queues lengthened yes- 
terday outside hospitals of peo- 
ple wanting checks to discover 
if they had the disease, angry 
chicken sellers accused the gov- 
ernment of over-reacting Some 
even attacked reporters cover- 
ing the closure of the chicken 
markets, accusing them of stir- 
ring up the paafe. 

An emergency request will 
be made to Hong Kong's leg- 
islature to provide compensa- 
tion for the birds. This will do 
little to make up for an almost 
total loss of business as cus- 
tomers shy away from local 
and Chinese-raised chickens. 

The slaughter of the chick- 
ens poses a big problem for 
cooks. They usually insist on 
freshly killed chickens and are 
reluctant to use the frozen im- 
ported altemativejr from Lhe 
Liniled States, Denmark and 
Brazil. The dilemma will be- 


come acute at the end of next 
month, when the Chinese New 
Year festivities begin. This is the 
most important time in the 
calendar. .As in all Chinese fes- 
tivals. the celebration centres on 
food dishes. Chicken, of course, 
stare in many of them. 

The strain of flu which has 
caused the panic, known as the 
H5NI virus, was identified four 
months ago. It has not been 
recorded anywhere else in the 
world and was identified only af- 
ter the death of a young boy. 
Researchers have not estab- 
lished how a sttain of fiu pre- 
viously found only in poultry 
was transmitted to humans. 

The virus attacks the respi- 
ratory system as well as other 
organs. Several of those who 
died developed pneumonia. 

Officials from Hong Kong 
and the US-based Centres for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
at the weekend warned that 
children faced the greatest risk. 

Although the Hong Kong 
authorities have acted deci- 
sively to cleanse chicken pro- 
duction in the territory, the bulk 
of chickens sold in Hong Kong 
in fact come from the Chinese 
mainland. There. Lhe authori- 
ties insist they hare found no ev- 
idence of the H5N1 virus in 
local farms. A temporary bao on 
the import of Chinese chickens 


is, nevertheless, in force. The 
Hong Kong authorities are be- 
lieved to have identified at 
least one Chinese farm where 
lhe virus is present However, 
as Hong Kong is now part of 
China, it is difficult for the ter- 
ritory to insist on action from 
the mainland. 

The World Health Organi- 
sation (WHO) is considering 
sending an investigation team 
to China, though that would de- 
pend on co-operation from 
Peking. WHO experts said at . 


the weekend that the risk of 
human-lo-human transmission 
is low. The virus, although po- 
tentially lethal, has weak pow- 
ers of transmission. 

The bird flu is not only caus- 
ing problems for fussy cooks. It 
is also hitting one of Hong 
Kong’s main foreign currency 
earners, the tourist industry. 
Fears of the disease are strong 
amoqg the Japanese, once the 
territory's best tourism cus- 
tomers. Now, they are staying 
away in droves. 


“If 1 couldn’t come here, 1 
don’t know where I’d go” 



Without a Crisis shelter 
to go to, Linda would 
S face a cold, lonely 
. winter of hunger and 
misery. Instead, she is 
welcomed with good, 
hot food, a safe, dry 
bed and the pleasure 
of friendly people to 
spend time with. Some 
medical care, a visit to 
tire dentist and a dean 
change of clothes mate 
£ her feel human again. 
.So please, send £25 
. now and help us give 
jfismitv’. warmth 
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*, £ V ^ ’Liberation Army took responsibility for Saturdays killing of 
11 " jBiliy Wright. Wright’s organisation, the Loyalist Volunteer 

. 'Force, in turn took responsibility for the attack on the 

Glengannon Hotel in Co Tyrone, killing one man. Page 3 
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Allowing all-women lists 

Labour’s all-women shortlists for parliamentary candidates 
\' N * ' were outlawed by an industrial tribunal last year. But the 

y ■; Equal Opportunities Commission will advise the Govern- 


ment next month that it believes the Sex Discrimination 
Act could be amended to allow parties to give priority to 
women. Although the number of female MPs doubled to 
121 in May, Britain still has one of the worst records in Eu- 
rope on women’s representation. Page 3 

Superpowers in the 
supermarket war 

A four-part series looking at the astonishing influence that 
the biggest supermarket chains wield over our lives starts 
today with a look at how high streets have been wiped 
out by out-of-town superstores. Page 7 

TODAY’S INDEPENDENT 

This week there will be no Eye, nor the usual P/us sections. 
Television and radio are on the back of this section, the 
weather on page 2. and crosswords on the inside back page. 


In a full day's programme of Premiership football, the 
tide race took on a new character when Liverpool 
won, and Manchester United, seemingly certain to go 
eight points clear at the top of the table, tripped up by 
conceding two goals in the dying minutes to lose 3-2 to 
Coventry. At troubled Tottenham Hotspur, a new crisis 
emerged when their recently installed Swiss coach, 
Christian Gross, declined to deny that he would quit if 
his choice as fitness coach was denied a work permit 
Full match reports, plus The Independent’s Top 20 
Premiership players of 1997. 


Page 20 
Page 19 

Page* 


Web address: httpJ/www. 
lndependentco.uk 
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Give a homeless person hope 


i Here is my gift of: 

[□£15 □ £25 □ £50 □£250*other£ 

j f enclose a cheque made payable to Crisis. OR debit my: ^ 

■ □ Visa □ MasterCard □ Switch 1- other 

*Card no. ///////////////// 

■ ^Last chree digits of Switch card no. J A Switch issue no. _ A. 

I Expiry rhffi ? Signature 

I • Gita 0 * £2S0 or more are worth almost a thfrti extra to us wider Gift Aid 
I Name (caps) Mr/Mrs/Ms 


| Postcode 

[ freephone donation line 0800448898 

J CHris, FREEPOST Room 930, London SE2 1 £BR 
J Details have been changed to protect Identity. 
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COLUMN ONE PEOPLE 



Why jail can be the key 
to acquiring a Monopoly 

Going to jail can be the key to success. At least, that's the way to win the 
board game Monopoly, according to Tom Friddell, a US computer expert 

Mr Friddell, an engineer for the aerospace company Boeing, has used 
probability theory to work out which squares a player is most likely to land 
on after throwing his or her dice. 

By his calculations, going to and landing in jail can make or break the 
game because the chances of doing so skew the probabilities for the fol- 
lowing squares, beginning with Maiylebone Station, the most visited and 
profitable station on the board. 

Trafalgar Square is the single most landed-on site, making it a major 
money-spinner for anyone who claims it and its two companion red prop- 
erties, Fleet Street and Strand. 

The orange addresses of Vine Street, Marlborough Street and Bow Street 
are also oft-visited, confirming the view of William Hartston, The Inde- 
pendents resident games expert, who suggested nine months ago, that or- 
ange was a much better bet than Mayfair and Park Lane. The site to avoid 
is Whitechapel Road, the least visited address on the board. 

Mr FriddeU’s figures suggest concentrating on achieving three houses 
per address before going on to build more homes or hotels. This allows 
players to recoup their outlay from rents faster, thereby staving off bank- 
ruptcy. The results of his analysis confirm some of the strategies which 
fans have advocated for years. Last month, at Monopoly’s 25 th anniver- 
sary championship of champions, the winner James Broomfield, 16, whose 
father, John, won the first championship in 1972, based his success on full 
use of the red and orange squares. 

If you find complicated calculations baffling, however, you can always 
revert to another of the most popular strategies - cheating. 

— Louise Jury 
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EastEnders star Nadia. 
Sawalha (above right) and 
her family have pulled out of 
a London show after 
learning that her estranged 
husband had been found 


dead. The actress was due 
to have starred at the Young 
Vic with her sister Julia and 
father Nadim (above) in 
Dearest Daddy ... Darling 
Daughter. The show was 


cancelled after news of the 
death of record producer 
Justin Mildwater, 31, who 
was found hanged at his 
home in Muswell Hill, north 
London, on Boxing Day. 


J Paul Getty granted British citizenship 
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newspapers support recycling 

Recycled paper made up 4L4% of the raw material for UK 
newspapere It the first half of 19921 


J Paul Getty DL the billionaire philanthropist, has been 
granted British citizenship after living in the Unit- 
ed Kingdom for 25 years, Home Office sources con- 
firmed yesterday. 

The redusive son of the late John Riul Getty, once 
the world's richest man, was understood to have 
immediately revoked his American citizenship in a 
move which could save him a fortune. American 
citizens pay tax whether they are resident in the Unit- 
ed States or noL 

The decision was taken by the Home Office short- 
ly before Christmas and came as the Government 
announced it would re-examine an application for 
citizenship from Mohamed Al- Fayed, the owner of 
Harrods. 

Mr Getty, 65, has lived in Britain since 1 972 when 
he moved from Italy following the drugs- related death 
of his second wife, lalitha POL 

At the rime, his own health was under threat from 
the drugs which were part of his lifestyle. His father 
had removed him from his post in one of the fami- 
ly businesses, and be survived instead on the income 
from his grandmother's trust. This was later boost- 
ed by $750m (£470ra) from another family trust. 


Eventually, a meeting with a Jesuit chaplain turned 
Mr Getty to" the church and away from drugs- And 
he began the series of generous acts of philanthropy 
which have made him probably Britain s single biggest 
charitable donor. 

He saved thousands of old films from destruction 
with a £20m donation to the British Film Institute 
and gave £50m to the National Gallery. 

He has helped save several rare works of art, in- 
cluding '77/f Three Graces, from going abroad in- 
cluding to his own fathers museum in California. 

With an estimated personal fortune of £lbn, be 
is thought to have distributed at least £1 20m to British 
causes and was awarded an honorary KBE for his 
efforts. 

He became increasingly Anglophile - “watching 
cricket” is one of his main recreations - and three 
years ago married Victoria Holdsworth, a former 
model and long-time friend, who is credited with his 
gradual re-emergence into public life. 

He retains a fiat by London’s Ritz Hotel in Pic- 
cadilly, but spends most of his lime at his 2,500-acre 
country estate in Buckinghamshire. 

— Louise Jury 
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TOURIST RATES 


Australia (dollars) 
Austria (schillings) 
Belgium (francs) 
Canada ($) 

Cyprus (pounds) 
Denmark (kroner) 
France (francs) 
Germany (marks) 
Greece (drachmei) 
Hong Kong ($) 
Ireland (punts) 


2.44 Italy (lira) 

20.05 Japan (yen) 

58.96 Malta (lira) 

2.32 Netherlands (guilders) 
0.S3 Norway (kroner) 

10.94 Portugal (escudos) 
9.54 Spain (pesetas) 

2.S6 Sweden (kroner) 
453.96 Switzerland (francs) 
12.47 Turkey (lira) 

1.11 USA ($) 
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Notice to customers 
of Halifax International 
(Isle of Man) Limited. 

Halifax International (Isle of Man) Limited announces revised 
interest rates from 1st January 1998. 



ANNUAL INTEREST 

MONTHLY INTEREST 

BALANCE 

GROSS RA. 

GROSS RA. 


% 

% 

HALIFAX INTERNATIONAL GOLD 90 

£100,000+ 

7.70% 

7.44% 

£50,000+ 

7.65% 

7.39% 

£25,000+ 

7.40% 

7.16% 

£10,000+ 

6.95% 

6.74% 

HALIFAX INTERNATIONAL GOLD 

£100,000+ 

7.35% 

7.11% 

£50,000+ 

7.15% 

6.93% 

£25,000+ 

7.00% 

6.78% 

£10,000+ 

6.55% 

6.36% 

£5,000+ 

6.00% 

5.84% 

£500+ 

4.45% 

4.36% 

If you have less than £10,000 in yaur Halifax International Gold 90 account it will earn 
interest at the equivalent Halifax International Gold rate If you have less than £500 
in your Halifax International Gold 90 or Halifax International (Sold account we will only 
pay interest at 1.00% gross p.a. “Gross" means we will not take any tax off the interest 
we pay. The accounts shown above are not available to residents of the Isle of Man. 


Further details can be obtained by calling Halifax International 
(Isle of Man) Limited on 01624 612323 (from within the UK) or 
44 1624 612323 (from outside the UK). 


HALIFAX 


29th December 1997 
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Noon today 

Scotland wll start cold wffli patchy log and toslstowto 
dear from some places However, mod d Scotland will 
brigWenupforatime, before cloud aid rainedgeinU} 
western cartes this afternoon. Northern Ireland win 
become increasingly overast wtft rain spreaefing tom 
the west England and Wales will start fcgely iywiih 
jHtdiy tog and froa in the nortti and east The west wdl 
become dull wHi a pwngtfreSot ran, but iheeaa 
should stay dry vriSi a little sirsbine. 


Outlook for the next few days 

Tomonw will be increasingly windy with ram spreading 
fTtrnOiewestmtheseccxidhaffoftrieday Tuesdayrxght 
and Wednesday will be wry windy with gales in Ihe 
north and west II will also ton cotter wtfi stwierc 

S^ashail.s^andSirK)w(xi«nofthOThi^i?!XJid 

The unsettled and raiher chilly weather wiHcorteiueon 
Tlusday and Friday with showers and some longer 
spells at rain. H will remain cold enough tor w« mow on 
the high* hills in the north. 


Atlantic chart, noon today 

k Warm front 


Occluded front 
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Out and about with AA Roadwatch 

Gall 0336 401777 la the taLd local mdnaonal ajflr new. Stwcc 
Mim» Assouann can; cuaped * 50p p« nw at all \<ma tm. v»Tj 
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Mowlam calls for calm as Ulster looks into the abyss 



The Northern Ireland 
Secretary, Mo Mowlam, 
yesterday warned of a 
dangerous and testing 
time for the province. 
Following the murder of 
loyalist leader Billy 
Wright and the 
retaliatory killing of a 
* a * republican, Dovid 
McKimick, Ireland 
Correspondent, says the 
authorities fear the 
murders could touch off 
a new cycle of attacks. 

The greatest fear among both 
politicians and security forces in 
Ulster is that the violence might 
spread from the splinter groups 
currently involved to main- 
stream loyalist groupings. 

Such a development could 
not only cost lives but also 
threaten the peace process by 
undermining the political talks 
which are scheduled to restart 
on 12 Januaty. 

The Irish National Liberation 
Army has claimed responsibil- 
ity for Saturday's killing inside 


the Maze prison of Billy Wright, 
the Mid-Ulster loyalist known 
as King Rat who was reputed- 
ly involved in dozens of killings. 
Wright's organisation, the Loy- 
alist Volunteer Force, has in 
turn claimed responsibility for 
Saturday night's attack on the 
Glengannon Hotel in Co Ty- 
rone, in which one man was 
killed and three others injured. 

Serving notice of further vi- 
olence, the LVF said: “This at- 
tack and future attacks lay 
squarely at the feet of republi- 
cans. For too long the Protes- 
tant people have watched their 
very faith, culture and identity 
being slowly eroded away." 

The man killed in the Co Ty- 
rone attack, 45-year old Seamus 
Dillon, was a former IRA pris- 
oner who was released in 1994 
after serving a lengthy sen- 
tence for murder. He and two 
other doormen at the hotel 
were injured when two gunmen 
fired at least 18 bullets at them 
as they stood outside a disco. 
One bullet went through a win- 
dow and hit a 14-y car-old boy. 

Ms Mowlam said yesterday: 
“Everyone has been well aware 
that there are splinter groups, 
from whatever side, that are a 



Police searching for dues outside the Glenjpmnon Hotel where Seamus Dillon (left) was shot dead in a retaliatory murder on Saturday night Main photograph: Crispin Rod well 


current threat to the peace 
process. We knew there would 
be testing moments. Let us 
meet this test and resolve to 
make progress out of iL It is a 
dangerous time. It is a testing 
time. I do not in any way un- 
derestimate the seriousness of 
it. We have to keep it in per- 


spective: this is going to be the 
firet of many testing times in the 
months ahead." 

The minister's sentiments 
were, unusually, echoed by Sinn 
Fein’s chief negotiator, Martin 
McGuinness, who said: “This is 
a very difficult and dangerous 
time. People need to draw 


breath and recognise that there 
are two roads before us. One is 
the road to further conflict, one 
is the road to the negotiating 
table." 

Amid other calls for calm, Ul- 
ster Unionist security spokes- 
man Ken Magmnis MP again 
called for the resignation of Ms 


Mowlam and senior officials, 
declaring: "1 think we need a 
clean sweep. People are fed up 
with the instability that has 
been caused by the machina- 
tions of Mo Mowlam." 

However, Progressive Union- 
ist Party leader David Ervine 
said: “If I want to attack Mo 


Mowlam, I will do soon the ba- 
sis of issues that 1 genuinely 
have disagreements with her. I 
won't use the like of this to at- 
tempt to damage her." 

Mr Ervine, whose party is as- 
sociated with one of the major 
loyalist paramilitary groups, ap- 
pealed for calm, saying: “Vio- 


lence from one side merely fu- 
els a sense of retribution re- 
quired from the other, and tbe 
cycle begins and in many ways 
just seems never ending. We 
should not do what people ex- 
pect from us, but Lb is is North- 
ern Ireland, and violence begets 
violence." 


Equality law could bring more female MPs 


Positive discrimination 
to bring more women 
into Parliament could be 
allowed under proposals 
to be announced by the 
Government’s equal 
opportunities watchdog. 
^The move could bring 
" back Labour's all-women 
shortlists, outlawed last 
year. Fran Abrams, Political 
Correspondent, looks at 
the details. 

The Sex Discrimination Act 
could be amended to allow po- 
L [ideal parties 10 give priority to 
B*. prospective female candidates. 
^ the Equal Opportunities Com- 
„i mission will sav next month. It 
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believes the move could even be 
brought in just fur one general 
election to boost numbers. 

Although the numher of fe- 
male MPs doubled to 121 in May, 
Britain still has one of Europe's 
worst records on women's rep- 
resentation in a national parlia- 
ment. Just JS.4 per cent of MPs 
are women, compared with 625 
per cent in Finland and 45 per 
cent in Sweden. Only Greece, 
with lb per cent, and Portugal 
with S per cent, lag behind. 

In a briefing note to politi- 
cal parties, published today to 
coincide with the 22nd an- 
niversary of the Sex Discrimi- 
nation Act becoming law, the 
commission says only they can 
address the “democratic deficit" 
in Britain. Kamlesh Bahi. chair- 
woman of the EOC. said its pro- 
posals would be “radical" but 


could not make a difference un- 
less politicians were committed 
to equal representation. 

“Even if we have some aspect 
of positive discrimination, what 
it will not do is to solve the prob- 
lem of the structural changes that 
are needed." she said. “What we 
have also got to do is to change 
the attitudes of people." 

The EOC is carrying out a 
comprehensive review of the 
scx-dlscriminaiion laws, and will 
publish its proposals for consul- 
tation in the second week of Jan- 
uary before presenting a final 
version to the Government in 
May. It believes a simple amend- 
ment to the Sex Discrimination 
Act could exempt political par- 
ties from its provisions. 

There are still ambiguities in 
European case law, although 
they will be largely ironed out 


when the Amsterdam Treaty is 
ratified, probably within the 
next year. It says member states 
can act to correct gender im- 
balances in working life. 

The main political parties are 
all committed to selecting more 
female candidates, though they 
have taken different approach- 
es. Since an industrial tribunal 
ruled last year that all-women 
shortlists were illegal under the 
Sex Discrimination AcL Labour 
has promised a full-scale train- 
ing and education programme 
to encourage more women to 
stand for selection. 

The Tories are against posi- 
tive discrimination, but hope to 
persuade their selection panels 
to look carefully at well-qualified 
women candidates. At this year’s 
conference, the Liberal De- 
mocrats rejected proposals for 


positive discrimination for West- 
minster elections. However, un- 
der proportional representation 
to be introduced for tbe Scottish 
and European parliaments, the 
party will have at least 50 per 
cent women on its candidate lists. 
• Girls may be forging ahead 
of boys in the classroom, but 
drop behind as soon as they get 
to work, writes Barrie Clement. 
Women in employment have 
less access to vocational train- 
ing and any skills they have ac- 
quired are not fully appreciated 
or used by employers, accord- 
ing to a report by the Policy 
Studies Institute. The study. 
Half Our Future: women, skill, 
development and training , points 
out that females will soon con- 
stitute more than half the work- 
force, but are less likely to be 
managers than men. 


Stores full as shoppers start spending at last 


The third day of 
Christmas sales put the 
smiles back on retailers’ 
faces yesterday. Gifford 
German reports on a 
more positive mood on 
the high street after a 
quiet run-up to the 
festive period. 

Stores and shopping centres 
reported queues, crowds and 
a surge in sales after a disap- 
pointing prc-Chrislmiis period 
which left retailers with Ohn 
of unsold goods and forced 
some stores to start cutting 
prices even before the holiday. 


Shops selling clothing, elec- 
trical goods, household goods 
and food und drink ail reported 
brisk sales over the weekend, 
and cash dispensers in some 
places ran out of money. 

On London's Oxford 
Street, Sell'ridgev. Marks & 
Spencer and Liberty all re- 
ported a rush of shoppers tak- 
ing advantage of discounts of 
up to 5ll per cent on clothing 
and 53 per cent on while 
goods. Sel fridges had a record 
90.110(1 shoppers on Saturday. 

Outside London, stores 
and especially shopping cen- 
tres were, if anything, busier 
still. Lakeside shopping centre 
at Thurrock. Essex, reported 


record business on Saturday, 
with ear parks jammed and 
queues building up on the 
nearby roads. 

Mcadowhall Centre, 
Sheffield, reported 147,000 
visitors on Saturday and 
spending on average up 5-lG 
per cent on last year. Fashion 
items were in demand as well 
as functional clothing and 
some shoppers were buying 
decorations for Christmas 
1998, the centre’s director 
Mohammed Dajani said. 

The Metmcenlre in 
Gateshead reported a record 
146,000 visitors on Saturday 
and more than 60.0U0 by mid- 
aftemoon on Sunday. 


Gyle shopping centre, Ed- 
inburgh . was “extremely busy” 
on both days, a spokeswoman 
said. Buses brought shoppers 
from overflow car parks after 
the main ones filled soon af- 
ter the centre opened. “Fash- 
ion goods, white goods and 
electrical goods arc all in de- 
mand and shoppers have been 
taking advantage of big dis- 
counts on winter clothing." 

While individual retailers 
and shopping centres mixed re- 
lief and jubilation, not all out- 
lets have done as well. 
Shoppers have been reluctant 
to buy some electrical goods 
where they are waiting for 
new models, and sales of car- 


pels and furniture tend to be 
slow in the immediate post- 
Christmas frenzy. Retailing 
experts remain cautious about 
the outlook for the rest of the 
sales season, with some ana- 
lysts saying that shops will 
have to start a second round 
of price cuts next month. 

“Pre-Christmas business 
did pick up last week, but No- 
vender and the first half of De- 
cember were very slow and we 
will not see the foil picture un- 
til January 12, when weekly 
sales data for the period from 
November 30 to January 3 be- 
come available", Ann Grain, 
spokeswoman for the British 
Retail Consortium, said. 




THERE IS 

ONLY ONE SALE 


PREVIEW. 


On 2nd, 3rd, 5th and 6th January, Harrods Account Customers are offered 
an exclusive Preview of the Sale in all Furniture, Carpets and Sound & Vision 
Departments on the Third Floor, and in Major Household appliances 
and Silverware Departments on the Second Floor. This offer will enable all 
Account Customers to order certain Sale goods prior to the start of the 
Sale and to take advantage of the extra 10% saving which will be offered 
on the Account Customers Day, Saturday 10th January. 

IF you do not already have an account, then simply visit one of our Customer 
Account Credit Stations in the Weekend Room, First Floor; Remainders 
Room, Second Floor; Peter Guild Room. Traditional Furniture, Third Floor; Toy- 
Enquiries, Fourth Floor or Advertising and Marketing, Fifth Floor with 
proof of identification and address, e.g„ driving license or public utility bill 
and a bank chcque/crcdit card. Our staff will he on hand to 
process your application straight away.* 

* Account opening subject to status. Full written details arailoble on request . 

SALE COMMENCES WEDNESDAY 7TH JANUARY; 9AM TO 8PM. 
SALE OPENING HOURS: 

Wednesday 7th, 9am to 8pm. Thursday 8th and Friday 9th, Pam to 7pm. 
■Saturday 10th, 9am to Hpm. Monday 12th to Friday 30th, 
normal Harrods opening hours. 

Last day Saturday 3 1 st January, 9am to 7pm. 
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Blair under pressure 
as unrest over 
welfare plans grows 

Ao it There are a whole series 

SiSUKSS 2JSSVK« 

first resignation call unrest across the party over cuts “ [her anybody will but if 

since his landslide victory ^ we jfare state. . ni_jj. carries on as he is doing, 
in May. Colin Brown, Chief some senior cabinet wa& challenged.” 

Correspondent, ters privately have espre^ *" Coa.es and fellow 

political ' after being warned that « ^pp Hugh Kerr yes- 



political Correspondent, ters privately have espras™ Mr Coates and teilow 

C /Tthr..veed alann after being warned that « Hugh Kerr ves- 
says the party shrugged of l^ut members are ^ wrott . t0 theil con- 
it off, but some eab.net ^ , the ret terday^ # protes tvote 

ministers are alarmed by ^ lone _ pare nt benefits for fu- Labour in the European 

widespread unrest over tine claimants. Stans jn 1999 to force a 

cuts to the welfare state. The Labour ^ change in government pohqrOT 

ning a new year ennW“ STwelfare state. And they 
overcome an estimated 17 per ^ ^ four ot h er MEPs 

A dissident Labour MEP last were likely to take sunder 

niohi became ihe Bret to calf for past 1- mon P test action. .... . _ 


Superhero: An inflated Mighty Mouse hovering by Tower Bridge, London, held by four-year-old Lachlan Murphy. More than a million people are 
expected to see the 68-fbot mouse and his 10,000 fellow performers at the London Parade party on New Year’S Day Photograph: Keith Dobney 


A dissident Labour MEP last 
nighi became the firet to call for 
Tony Blair to be ousted as 
Prime Minister in order to 
force a change in policy over the 

Government's controversial 
cuts in welfare. 

The criticism was brushed 


the weuarc * — r-* 

claimed that four other MEPS 
were likely to take similar 



OUR BIGGEST SALG ON H0M6BAS6 KITCHENS. 

m UP TO 

-,* 0^00 50% OFF 


We’U even plan your kitchen with you 
and deliver it free to your home * 


SELECTED KITCHENS 



(excludes tasciel "0ff*r applies to sinks purchased tram the Ho me base Kitchen CmtscUon only. "On 1st June 1998 pay in hill or la 
arc licensed credit brokers. Loans suhied lo slalus and approval and are not available lo anyone under 21 years. Example a I 

Spend ft Save Cards cannot be used on kitchen purchases 


past 12 montns. me u»w. « "'^action. 

mainly among new recruits who .P Coates told his party 

have not renewed their mem- ^ ould n0 t fight the Eu- 


navc uul 

bership and are being lapsed, 
but cabinet ministers are wor- 
ried that the protests could 
lead to a new haemhorrage of 
long-term supporters. 

Mr Blair is safe from any 
challenge to his leadership dur- 
ing his term of office, following 


[VU CWiw — — * - 

Labour could uol fight the Eu- 
ropean elections on P° lic, ®> 
“of which I am heartily 
ashamed". 

A parly source said; “We are 

looking very carefully at what 
thev are saying today. If they 
don't agree with the party', they 
. . chnilld do 


ing his term of ofEci^ following d ‘ 

^->ff s "“ ra,uare 

fits said Mr Blair had spenta lot ^^^t^wntreu- 


LVU U — 

MEP for North Nottingham 
and Chesterfield, accused the 
Blairites of carrying out a coup 
d'itat to take over the Labour 
Party. He said “I think it means 
changing the leader ... 

There are people who could 
offer themselves - Robin Cook, 
if he doesn't want to become 
president of Scotland; John 
Prescott [deputy leader] could 


Ulfa UM » *** * 

burst in a whole senes 
stretching back to well before 
last summer.” 

Meanwhile, the Liberal De- 
mocrat leader Paddy Ashdown 
last night gave his backing to Mr 
Blair's modernisation agenda 
for the next 10 years despite 
rumblings of discontent in his 
own party over the cuts in wel- 
fare provision. 


MONDAY-TUESDAY 8AM-BPM • NEW YEAR'S EVE 8AM-6PM - NEW YEAR S DAY ENGLAND AND WALES 10AM - 4PM (SCOTLAND CLOSED) • FRIDAY 8AM - 9PM - qATUDnivv 

SUNDAY 10AM - 4PM (SCOTLAND 9AM - 6PM). OPENING TIMES MAY VARY. PLEASE CALL 0645 801 800 DURING OFFICE HOURS FOR DETAILS OF YOUR NPAD«??iI®5 M " 8PM 
■The kitchens included in this premobon are. HS Off Berwick Premier Carcase and Rutland Classic Carcase: 60S off Nice Premier Carcase. 20* off Oslo Premier Carcase Coloan e Premier and Ev^hlm n»« ” r™£. AKE5 J ST0RE - 

Carcase. Ledbury Premier Carcase and Wiilon Classic Carcase. Discounts do not indude installation. The fully fitted ranges in this promotion are. 40* off Blenheim Premier Carcase and MadridPremler Cartas*, im^fi SlSfS an< ! 10 ^ ° n Premier 
installation Fully filled kitchens are subject to survey, additional work such as filing, additional sockets. pUsleritiOL lighting and old kitchen disposal are not included Full details available Instore ^l^nMc^«79is/7 e^Ss£“2. ier Crease and includes 
(excludes tawal "Offer applies to sinks purchased tram the Homebase Kitchen Collection only. “On 1st June 19% pay m toll or lake cndlL Wnlten Quotations on reoueu tarn purchased separated 


**1™ Wnlten quotations on request from Homo base Limited. Beddlnglon House. WalUruiton Sui™cM?nSS l, . wpara, *‘T 

l *SSSLSfiSS?S S00 ^ 36 monU,f y of £57-62. Total amount S »"!•** 

'■ Products and offers may vary in N. Ireland and Sire. " ™ vanable) 


Over 1 ,000 sex offenders 
fail to register with police 

Police chiefs admitted yesterday that more than 1,000 of 
Britain’s most dangerous sex offenders were missing from 
the register created to track their movements. Figures pro- 
duced by the Association of Chief Police Officers ( Acpo) show 
that 1,159 of foe 4524 offenders required to register with their 
local police station still have not signed up. It was reported 
yesterday that up to 500 of those missing from. the list may 
have “gone to ground” to avoid detection.by police. 

But an Acpo spokeswoman said that nearly all of those 
who were not accounted for were either in jail or were in 
the 12-day period of grace after being released from cus- 
tody. She claimed that police forces had made good 
progress in tracking paedophiles since the introduction of 
the register in September. She said: “We have now got 88 
per cent compliance and we regard that rate as pretty good.” 
Harry Fletcher, assistant general secretary of foe Nation- 
al Association of Probation Officers, said foe situation was 
worrying but should be kept in proportion. He said: *‘I am 
sure the police and probation service will make tracking them 
down a priority in foe new year, but even if they do foe reg- 
ister will only be a fraction of foe sex offenders living in Britain! 
The total number of men living in England and Wales con- 
victed of sex offences against women and children is 1 10,000.” 

— fan Burrell 

Couple die as car crashes 

A couple were killed on Saturday night when an out-of-control 
car ploughed into them as they left a pub following a fam- 
ily Christmas party. 

Dorothy Ward, 53, was killed instantly and Gordon Hugh- 
es. 45, died later in hospital after they were hit by a Opel Man- 
ta which had spun out of control and flipped over before 
careering into them. The couple had just waved goodbye to 
foe landlord at foe White Lion pub in Swinton, Greater Man- 
chester, and were on their way home when the tragedy oc- 
curred. The Manta, driven by Stewart Unsworth. 43, hit two 
cars before flipping over and smashing into the pub window. 

A man has been arrested in connection with the incident 
and has been released on police bail. 

Stalemate in chess match 

Michael Adams, for England, and Viswanathan Anand (In- 
dia) stand level at one-and-a-half points each after three games 
of the semi-finals of the Fide (International Chess Federa- 
uon) World Chess Championships 'in Groningen, in foe 
Netherlands. All three games have been drawn. Anand 
had the advantage of the white pieces in the final game of 
the match today. 6 

it this also ends in a draw, foe contest will be decided by 
a senes of quick-play tie-break games tomorrow. The win- 
ner will then meet foe reigning Fide champion, Anatoly Kar- 
pov, in a six-game match for the tide beginning in Lausanne, 
Switzerland, on New Year’s Day. 

- Wilfiam Houston 

Repairs to power supply 

wh- l hi y 7 terday to rest0re Power » foe final 
cm snno. had ir: lvCd Wilh0ut hcat or poWersince 
plies Merv*v v? M ^' n ^ hnstmas Eve - Manweb. which sup- 
p '■ ( reside, Cheshire and North Wkles, said foe Uevn 

e rml^wou Id^ip* ^ P“ t *F uh| fr difficult, but gen- 

foe 350 hniM aft r "'!^ e ? ^PP 1 '® 5 were not restored to 
th. North and “ ° ,eded “ “ 

— Louise Jury 

Three share £8m jackpot 

CamdoS Cry draw ' lining £1868377. 

number ‘j. n ‘ nB niInl tKrrs were -il.14313S.40.46 and the bonus 
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Walkers’ paths blocked by delay in corridors of power 



Is Tony Blair getting cold 
feet over his election 
commitment to legislate 
for greater freedom to 
roam over open country? 
The White Paper that 
ministers promised to 
publish by the end of 
1997 has not appeared. 
Stephen Goodwin ■ 
investigates the delay. 

It seemed the most unequivo- 
cal of promises. Buffeted by the 
wind on moors which provided 
the elemental inspiration for 
Emily Bronte's H 'inhering 
Heights. Frank Dobson told a 
band of ramblers he had “come 
with a pledge on behalf of the 
Labour Party''. It would legis- 
late to make the right 10 roam 
a “legal reality'". 

That was in September 1995 
when Mr Dobson, now Secre- 
tary of State for Health, was 
shadow environment secretary, 
The campaign for the freedom 
of the hills seemed to be ap- 
proaching fruition after more 
than 100 years. Subsequent 
Labour figures softened the 
language and emphasised the 
need for walkers to act re- 
sponsibly, but, essentially, the 
promise was there in the party 
manifesto and was underlined 
by Tony Blair. 

Last summer, with his feet 
barely beneath his new desk, en- 
vironment minister Michael 
Meacher S3id that there would 
he a White Paper within weeks 
and that he wanted consultation 
with die various parties - ram- 
blers, landowners and conser- 
vationists - fi nished by the New 
Year. 

As the timetable slipped, 
junior minister Angela Eagle 
promised MPs that the White 
Paper aL least would be out by 
New Year. 


So where is it? A depart- 
mental spokesman repeated 
the “coming shortly'' line but 
could not explain the delay. The 
fear among access campaigners 


is that Downing Street has be- 
come anxious about further 
angering the farming and 
landowning lobby. Ministers 
have been shaken by the scale 


of rural uprisings in defence of 
fox hunting, and. most recent- 
ly. beef and sheep farmers. 

According to insiders, the 
consultation paper was ready to 


go two months ago and was 
even translated into Welsh, It 
not only proposes granting a 
right to roam over mountain, 
moor and common land, the 


original commitment, but ex- 
tends the freedom to unculti- 
vated down and heath land. 

Some 32 million acres of land 
in England and Wales would be 


covered, including the round 
tops of the South and North 
Downs and the chalk grassland 
of the Yorkshire and Lin- 
colnshire Wolds. Hidden gems 


Fenced off: Horsedate, in 
Yorkshire - one of the 
beauty spots which would 
become open to walkers if 
the down land proposal 
survives the parliamentary 
process 

Photograph: John Voos 


like Horsedale, in Yorkshire, 
would become open to walkers 
if the downland proposal survives 
the consultation process. “The 
impression the Government is 
giving at the moment is that they 
are getting cold feet,* 1 said Alan 
Mattingly, director of the Ram- 
blers' Association. 

“10 Downing Street is doing 
absolutely nothing to reassure 
people who want this legislation 
that it is a promise they are 
going to keep" 

While a rural backlash is the 
most likely explanation for the 
delay - some landowners regard 
a right to roam as nothing short 
of land nationalisation - ques- 
tions have also been raised 
over compensation. 

The Country Landowners' 
Association has warned of 
claims totalling £2bn if access 
rights are grunted to offset a loss 
of land value and pay for pub- 
lic liability insurance. But Mr 
Meacber has publicly rejected 
wholesale compensation. Pay- 
ments would only be likely if an 
added benefit, such as a car 
park, was being provided. 

Mr Meacher was hoping to 
get an aceess-to-the-countryside 
Bill into the legislative pro- 
gramme beginning next au- 
tumn, but unless his proposals 
are published soon and the 
consultations speedily com- 
pleted, the timetable will be im- 
possibly tighL 


Scottish Parliament may decide the right to roam in the Highlands 


A right to roam across 
Scotland’s hills will be 
one of the first Bills to 
be passed by the Scottish 
Parliament, predict the 
walkers. But ftfs not 
something that those in 
the know are holding 
their breath about. 
Stephen Goodwin and 
Charles Arthur look at the 
argument over access 
north of the Border. 


Walkers and climbers in Scot- 
land are looking to the newly 
elected members of an Edin- 
burgh Parliament to give them 
a sense of security; that they arc 
not going to be ordered off the 
hill by a fulminating factor or 
deer stalker. 

The tradition of open access 
to the Highlands has occasion- 
ally worn thin on some sporting 
estates. 

“Even experienced hill-goers 
admit to a feeling of unease that 
they could suddenly be told to 
get back to the road." said 
Nick Kempc. president of the 


Mountaineering Council for 
Scotland (MCofSl. 

The earliest date that a Bill 
enshrining tradition in law 
could come before a working 
Scottish legislature would be 
2000. However, campaigners 
point to the absence of a sec- 
ond chamber in a home-ruled 
Scotland, removing the old 
threat of access legislation be- 
ing blocked by a House of 
Lords comprised of reactionary 
landowners. 

Scottish Natural Heritage 
has been asked to advise min- 
isters on a way forward. Al- 


though the quango has yet to 
show any signs of shedding the 
antipathy to access legislation 
that it held under the Tories, 
campaigners believe the Access 
Concordat brokered by SNH 
two yean: ago has already con- 
firmed a licfiicm right. 

“There has been confusion 
about peoples' rights and re- 
sponsibilities in Scotland." said 
Dave Morris, the Scottish 
spokesman for the Ramblers’ 
Association (RA), which has 
been pushing for the law to be 
codified. "We think that the po- 
sition is. that when people walk 


in most land in Scotland, they’re 
doing so lawfully." 

Prior to the Sixties, it was ac- 
cepted thaL there was no law of 
trespass in Scotland. Impor- 
tantly, wheri; there was habitu- 
al “trespass", in its colloquial 
sense, and the owner look no 
steps to prevent iL then the walk- 
er gained an implied consent. 

But a study by Alan Blaek- 
shaw, a former SNH board 
member, for Scottish Wildlife 
and Countryside Link, has 
shown how the law was re- 
interpreted - he would say “mis- 
interpreted'' - by the Nature 


Conservancy which held that the 
'•freedom principle” was a myth. 
This view was accepted by min- 
isters in the mid-Sixties and 
has coloured official thinking on 
Scottish access ever since. 

I F the earlier view of the law 
is accepted - and it was backed 
the weighty Law Reform Com- 
mittee for Scotland in 1957 - 
campaigners believe it largely 
removes the threat of landown- 
ers getting compensation if the 
Bill goes through, since access 
was already accepted in practice: 
The landowners' acceptance in 
the Concordat of the “public's 


expectation of having access to 
the hills" confirms this position. 

“The fact that no compen- 
sation will have to be paid, or 
very little, should be music to 
the ears of a government re- 
luctant to spend money on any- 
thing," Mr Kempe observed. 

You can commit trespass in 
Scotland, principally by camp- 
ing. The Trespass Act of 1865 
makes it a criminal offence to 
create “an encampment" on 
somebody's land. Created for 
historical reasons, this law is still 
used occasionally by the police 
to move people on. 


But groups such as the RA 
and the MCofS would prefer to 
have the right to roam - and 
camp- anywhere, except in par- 
ticular places. 

Access groups have tried 
for decades to get formal ver- 
sions of the “right to roam” writ- 
ten into legislation covering 
Scotland. A recent example 
was the Deer (Scotland) Bill of 
1996. But Mr Morris has re- 
peatedly seen such attempts 
fail “Key members of the Lords 
have big sporting estates in 
Scotland. If a proposal doesn’t 
serve their interests it falls." 



(That’s a promise.) 



When it comes to your phone bill, our promise is really very simple: if you don’t make savings on your 
call bill compared with BTs basic rate (even against their PremierLine and Friends & Family schemes 
but excluding temporary promotions), well give you back double the difference? So to see how 
much you could save, why don't you ring us now on OS 00 500 366 quoting RJNDSA. 
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6/EDUCATION NEWS 


Nursery schools fail to meet guidelines on teacher-pupil levels 


P 


A quarter of nursery 
class sessions do not 
Have enough teachers to 
meet Government 
guidelines, according to 
a survey published 
today. When the 
Government wants 
more emphasis on 
nursery education, Judith 
Judd, Education Editor, 
explains why class size Is 
an issue in nursery 
schools. 


The number of pupils per 
teacher is unacceptably high in 
some nureery classes, says a sur- 
vey from the National Union 
of Teachers. 

Government guidelines for 
nursery education recom- 
mends that 26 nursery pupils 
should have at least two teach- 
ers, "one of whom should be a 
qualified teacber. 

But the survey of head- 
teachers in a random sample of 
203 nursery and primary- 
schools found that one group 
had only one teacher and one 
nursery nurse for 37 pupils. 

Overall, the pupU/leadier 
ratio broke the guidelines in a 
quarter of the sessions. 

Union leaders said that the 


nursery teachers' workload was 
worrying because the Govern- 
ment wants all teachers of u~ 
der-fives to work towards new 
goals. 

From September next year 
all schools will have to assess 
children according to set cri- 
teria. Guidelines on what chil- 
dren should know and be able 
to do by the age of five (or 
“desriable outcomes") have 
been drawn up by government 
curriculum advisers. 

Teachers will have to record 
pupils' achievements and tell 
parents about their progress. 

Because most nursery edu- 
cation is part-time, the vast ma- 
jority of nursery teachers have 
two teaching groups a day. 

The survey found that al- 
most 58 per cent of nursery 
teachers have responsibility 
for between 40 and 85 children. 
2.6 per cent have responsibil- 
ity for more than 100. 

The union wants a legal lim- 
it placed on the number of chil- 
dren for whom one nursery 
teacher can be responsible. 

It is also concerned about 
children with special educa- 
tional needs whose difficulties 
must be identified early if they 
are to be remedied. 

Two classes in the survey 
which covered 350 teachers 
and headteachers had no qual- 
ified teachers. In each case, one 


qualified nursery nurse was in 
charge of 26 pupils. 

In Luton, one teaching 
group had one teacher, one 
part-time nursery nurse and 
one part-time assistant for 39 
pupils. 

Doug McAvoy. the union's 
general secretary, said:*'A 
teaching group of 37 cannot be 
regarded as providing an ac- 
ceptable level of educational 
support to children. The Gov- 
ernment must ensure that pro- 
vision for such young children 
is protected. 

“Given the range of duties 
required of nursery teachers, 
there must be constraints on 
teachers' workload. If teachers 
are to ensure the Govern- 
ment's desirable outcomes are 
achieved, a limit must be 
placed on the number of pupils 
for which an individual nursery 
teacber is responsible. Nursery 
education gives children a fly- 
ing start. Their prospects must 
not be diminished by over- 
loading their teachers." 

David Blunkett the Secre- 
tary of State for Education, has 
promised that every four-year- 
old will have a nursery or 
school place by September 
next year. Local authorities 
are drawing up plans for early 
years education in consultation 
with private schools and vol- 
untary groups. 
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Nursery school days: Guidelines for nursery education recommends that 26 nursery pupils should have 


least two teachersPhocograph: Marie Runnades 


The Link 


Link up 
today at 
122 stores 
nationwide 
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Motorola 

DUAL BAND DIGITAL 
MOBILE PHONE 

• Dual band facility allows 
switching between 
networks, enabling use 
outside the U.K. 

• Up to 235 minutes 
tatktime/90 hours 
standby 

• 199 name and number 
memory 

• Fax and data 
compatible 

Model: INTERNATIONAL 
8800 
Was £99.99 


SAVE HALF PRICE 

ON TELEPHONES 


Southwestern Bell 

CORDLESS PHONE WITH DIGITAL 
ANSWERING MACHINE 

• Hands-free Speakerphone 
• 14 minutes digital recording time 
• 2-way Intercom 
m Add up to 3 additional handsets 
Model: FF895 
Was E129S9 


If 7 (w fine exactly the. s**ne' 
package cheaper iccelEy witrnn 
7 e«yi. we v/Ji refunc the .difference. 
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Mastercard Coverpier. MabUe . . 
PhCM -'nsyrarce Is a.-ailobfe 
for overythfnq from itcirfehtif 
darraqe to tnelt and call cfamnij. 


We have a range of 
-Hands-frcc' car kits for alf ovr 
tnoyie phows , . 


Saistra 

TELEPHONE 

• to number memory Sj c pmCE 

• Smalt stySsh and —zm a 

«~£l4.99 


HALF PRICE, 


SAVE £5 



FREESTYLE 120 
Wm£M99 



for a one-otf payment of 
£15 «hen you make your purchase. 
you can return your phene and 
cancel your airtime vritheut 
penalty at anytime within the first 
12 monthP 


£19.99 




Plus £35 for Connection 



SAVE £ 50 

ON FAX MACHINES 


if you are not complete!'; satisfied, 
return your mobile pr one viilrjm 
14 da-.-s I or a refur-g. 


Ericsson 

DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE 
•Up to 120 minutes taBcthne/ 

24 hows standby 
•199 name and number menwy 
Model: 388 


fil'Ilf 

Plus €35 fra COnnKWjn 


Nokia 

DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE 
•SMng cover protects keypad 
• Up to 65 minutes taWme/ 
30 hours stanc&y 
Model: 8146 


£9999 

Pks £36 (or Comeecon 


COMPLETE ONE YEAR 
ONE 2 ONE PACKAGE 


PACKAGE * 12 M0NTHS ljne rental 

i incc • CONNECTION r _~r~rr 

• MOTOROLA GRAPHITE Lf*\!i 7v7|l 
DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE 

•^K^dALLS 
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Brother 

PLAIN PAPER FAX MACHINE 

• 12 one touch and 48 speed dials 
9 20 page document feeder 

• 64 grey scales for high quality 

transmission of images 

Modet 1020 /*'•/£/ 

Was £349.99 / ■ £ 


MOST STORES 
OPEN EVERY DAY 
OVER NEW YEAR 


SAVE £50 [Pj 
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•Free Answering 
Service . 

• Free Local 
Weekend Catts* 


£129.99 


•BwetetCaHOarity 
.♦Per-SecbmfBWng 
•90%GB Population 
Coverage 
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FREEPHONE 
0500 222 666 

For your nearest store 
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FAX 
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Modet 

PPF200 
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SALE PRICE 

£248.99 
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Teachers get 

power to curb 
troublemakers 


New powers for teachers 
to use physical restraint 
to stop pupils injuring 
others or themselves will 
be created next year, 
schools are told in 
Government guidance 
issued today. Judith Judd 
outlines rite latest 
attempt to curb school 
violence. 


After a scries of changes in the 
law and recommendations from 
a Government working party on 
school security following the 
death of London headmaster, 
Philip Lawrence, - the Govern- 
ment is issuing guidelines to 
help schools deal with trouble- 
makers. 

A Government-commis- 
sioned survey earlier this year 
found that pupils had brought 
in weapons at one in ten schools 
hut heads were afraid to report 
incidents for fear of bad pub- 
licity. 

Teachers have repeatedly 
complained about the difficul- 
ty of dealing with violent inci- 
dents in school when they are 
in danger of being accused of 
assault or abuse by parents. 

From April 1998, they will 
have protection under the Ed- 
ucation Act 19% if they use rea- 
sonable force to restrain pupils 
to stop them causing injury, 
committing a crime, damaging 
property or causing disruption. 

The guidance also reminds 
teachers that it is an offence to 
carry offensive weapons in 
school under the Offensive 
Weapons Act 1996. 

Only a folding pocket koive 
with a blade of less than three 
inches is allowed. Schools, how- 
ever, may wish lu ban these, the 
guidance from the Department 
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for Educarion suggests. 

Police should always be 
called if a knife or weapon is 
found. If teachers feel they 
must take action to remove 
the weapon before police arrive, 
they should not confront pupQs 
with weapons until they have 
been diverted to part of the 
school where there are no oth- 
er pupils. They should only 
search a pupihvfao agrees to co- 
operate. 

Knives in school are per- 
mitted only for use in lessons 
such as cookery, for religious 
reasons (for example, a Sikh's 
kirpan ) and as part of national 
costume. 

Teachers are advised how to 
deal with the growing problem 
of trespass by parents or 
strangers. Hie Government sur- 
vey found that parents had 
caused serious disturbances at 
a quarter of schools. Schools 
should make clear that parents 
may be trespassing if they come 
into school uninvited, says the 
guidance. If trespassers persist 
in entering a school, the school 
or local authority can seek an 
injunction against them. 

Ministers yesterday 
promised an extra £2m for 
equipment such as ctosed-circuit 
television and training for s taff 

Estelle Morris, the schools 
minister, said: “Nuisance, dis- 
turbance. vandalism and other 
problems are all too common in 
our schools and this guidance 
will be an invaluable source of 
information which helps to en- 
sure that the laws available to 
deal with these problems are 
better understood and more 
consistently applied. 

“I am confident that the 
guidance will encourage 
schools, local authorities and the 
police to adopt and share sen- 
sible partnership approaches 
to dealing with problems." 
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Britain's new barons battle for shopping supremacy 
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They have reshaped British towns and 
cities, changed our eating habits, made 
and broken hundreds of small 
businesses, and wield huge political 
and financial power. The supermarket 
chains are the new barons of Britain, 
and the ‘big four 9 are engaged in a 
deadly battle for supremacy. The 


tastes and habits of consumers are the 
battleground. So how are they trying 
to win us, and what does their struggle 
mean for the British way of life? Ian 
Burrell and Jojo Mayes begin a four-part 
series on British supermarkets, 
profiling the big four and analysing 
their power. 


Check-out: Lord Sainsbury of Turviile, chairman of the supermarket group, investigating own-brand olives at his Watford store Photograph; Brian Ham's 


Pasta-loving chief takes Sainsbur/s back to the future 
in bid to retake top place on customers’ grocery list 






**• 


■ Once upon a time, Sainsbwy’s 
was the nearest that super- 
markets got to being posh. Then 

- “■ 1 it lost its way to younger, more 
-* 1 aggressive rivais,whfle its fbund- 

mg family became grandees and 

■ - - phflanthropists. Now, if is re- 
turning to home delivery and 
brandling out into banking, im- 

- . der the leadership of a pasta- 
loving corporate tougfrie, who is 

• trying to restore its origins as a 
“ ; . better class of store, 
v - Sainsbury 's was once the 

grande dame of grocers. Yes, you 
might paya little more, but you 
knew you were gening a qual- 
ity product. Its image was aid- 
. ed by the pedigree of the 
.. . Sainsbury family: David, Lord 
Sainsbury ofTUrville, chairman 
> of the group, and, before that, 

. his cousin John (Lord Sainsbury 
- of Preston Candover)’ Unfor- 
1 tunately it was a dynastic srruc- 
, ~ ture which was increasingly less 
r ’ - loved by customers and dly in- 
vestors alike, a trend which eul- 
... min a ted in its being overtaken 
by a once lower-rent rival, Tesco. 
John Sainsbury, who stepp- 

■ ed down in 1992, was an auto- 
CTat, famous ftv pacing the aisles 

"■*7. of his stores and notorious for 
blowing his top, David, by con- 
trast, once aimed to be a Cam- 
.. - bridge neuro-scientist. He lives 
- -■ •' ”7. quietly with his family in Notting 
: ' Hill, west London, and devotes 

much of his huge income to pfait- 
-r-' rA anthropy. His best-known po- 
litical affiliation has been as 
. v- ' * chief financial backer to David 
Owen and the iD-fated Social De~ 
: :i:- mocratic Party, and he is also 
' .. ■ famed as a patron of the aits. 

. • - But the change of culture 
■ ' . *•' which he introduced has not al- 

. y »'■ ways worked for the better. The 
v - - - ' committee style of management 
. -.v'-" was not a success. And as Marks 
& Spencer and later Tesco 
— adopted customer-friendly ini- 
datives like pre-prepared meals 
- and loyalty cards, ibe Sainsbury 

family neglected to listen. 

Now, under Dina Adriano, 

TOMORROW: 

How supermarkets dictate 
the diet of the nation and 
the pressures mounting on 
Safeway 


the chief executive who has re- 
stored some calm to the group. 
Sainsbury’s is a supermarket in 
recovery. It boasts improved 
profits, an increase in market 
share and a new boardroom 
structure, and, according to one 
analyst, it is once again “the posh 
people's grocer”. 

Mr Adriano is a true Sains- 
bury 's man who worked his 
way up from the accounts de- 
partment in the Sixties, through 
the company's D1Y chain. 
Homebase. reaching the top job 
in March. Mamed to a teacher, 
he has two daughters, one of 
whom works ai Sainsbury’s as 
a buyer. Fittingly, be also is an 
accomplished cook (his spe- 
ciality is pasta ) and loves to vis- 
it his family home in Italy. 

Tbny MacNeary, director of 
retail research at Nat West Mar- 


kets says: “He's got all the 
management experience, bes 
very good at devising strategy, 
good at hiring people, and 
from what I understand you’ve 
got about three chances with 
him to screw up before you're 
out.” To that end. he has hired 
senior men from other retailers. 
“Most people |ar Sainshurysj 
used to be promoted from with- 
in, which gave the supermarket 
a very myopic view. Under 
Adriano it is bringing in exper- 
tise from outside ... talking 
and thinking at a higher level." 

Mr Adriano has been large- 
ly responsible far the return to 
the supermarket's roots. No 
longer can it be accused of not 
listening. It recently completed 
the largest poll by a food retail- 
er. the “More Choice because it’s 
Your Choice" campaign. Haring 


scoffed at loyalty cards, it now 
has some 10 million “reward 
cards” in circulation, and has in- 
troduced continuous opening 
in 4S stores. It is also taking on 
Tesco in home delivery. 

Its most significant inroad, 
though, has been in the finan- 
cial sector. According to Sainsr 
bury's, the bank has deposits of 
tlhn. is opening 12.000 ac- 
counts per week, and should 
move into profit towards the 
end of next year. 

Mike Dennis, food retail an- 
alyst at Socielti Generate Strauss 
Turnbull, says that returning to 
its origins is probably one of the 
few ways Salisbury's can really 
differentiate itself: “It will give 
you eight different varieties of 
union. It’s choice, it's quality, so 
the unspoken thing is you won’t 
mind paying a little more.” 


Mr Adriano has said he 
wants Sainsbury s to be Britain’s 
best, rather than biggest, food 
seller. In the country's increas- 
ingly touch supermarket war, it 
sounds as though the most fa- 
mous name is going back to the 
future. 

— Jojo Moyes 


A generation ago, Tesco and 
Sainsbury were just shops in the 
high street. But their metamor- 
phosis from grocers to out-of- 
town superstores has 
transfigured the British urban 
landscape almost beyond recog- 
nition. The price of convenience 
has been an increase in traffic 
pollution and inadequate nutri- 
tion among the inner-city poor. 

The planners now admit 
that they got it wrong; Allow- 
ing the unchecked inarch of the 
supermarkets to new sites on 
the leafy fringes of Britain's 
towns and dries created a host 
of social and environmental 
problems. 

“They got planning permis- 
sion far too easily,” sat'd Chris 
Griffin, of the National Hous- 
ing and Town Planning Coun- 
cil. “That has been to the 
detriment of town centres." 

For his predecessors, the 
planners of tire Sixties and Sev- 
enties, the problems were far 
less obvious. Supermarkets of- 
fered to build extra roads and 
expansive car parks to accom- 
modate their customers and 
cause minimal inconvenience. 
Some bartered with planning of- 
ficers by promising to build 
health or community centres. 

The result is that today 
Britain has more than 1,000 
superstores, while in town shop- 
ping centres many stores are 
empty and derelict. 

Mr Griffin said: “Lots of 
green fields have gone and 
some sites of special scientific 
interest have gone. Then again, 
a lot of people would say shop- 
ping is easier these days." 

As the stores have moved 
out of town, so the shoppers 
have followed in their cars. In 
the past 20 yearn, shopping 
travel has increased by 300 
miles per person per year. The 
proportion of shopping trips 
made in the car has increased 


from 32 per cent to 50 per cent 
over the same period 

Simon Testing, planning 
campaigner for Friends of the 
Earth, said the out-of-town 
supermarkets had contributed 
to suburban sprawl and in- 
creased car dependency. ‘The 
retail trip is one of the fastest 
rising sectors of traffic growth,” 
he said. 

John Prescott, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, is thought to be 
considering the imposition of a 
taxon supermarkets for the pro- 
vision of free parking, as a way 
of encouraging the use of pub- 
lic transport 

Despite the building of ac- 
cess roads, some of the out-of- 
town supermarkets have 
created traffic congestion which 
is now at crisis point In the 
Newbury area, where environ- 
mental protesters have repeat- 
edly clashed with developers 
attempting to build a bypass, 
many locals trace the roots of 
the problem to the building of 
two out-of-town supermarkets, 
whose car-borne customers now 
clog up the original bypass. 

But the supermarkets' 
colonisation of the green fields 
has enabled what were once 
family-run grocery concerns to 
grow into the blue-chip mono- 
tiths which offer the British 
consumer a quality of service 
and breadth of choice unparal- 
leled in equivalent stores any- 
where else in the world. 

While the largest high-street 
sites offered only 10,000 square 
feet of space, the supermarkets 
- Asda and Tfesco especially - 
have been willing to spend up- 
wards of £20m on tanking stores 
of up to 40,OOQsq ft David 
Hughes, professor of agriculture 
at Wye College, London Uni- 
versity, said: “We’ve got care. We 
like to do one-stop shopping and 
it was impossible to provide 
that in the centre of town." 


Lord MacLaurin, chairman 
of Tesco, is widely credited for 
first spotting the potential of 
out-of-town shopping - setting 
up “Operation Checkout", 
which transformed the compa- 
ny's financial position. 

The scale of operation of the 
big four - Tfesco, Sainsbury, 
Asda and Safeway - has enabled 
them to drive down cost and 
price. High-street stores cannot 
compete: a generation ago, 
there were 40,000 independent 
retailers. Now there are barely 
10,000. Grocers are closing at 
the rate of BOO a year, butchers 
by over 1,000 a year. Similarly, 
the Dumber of market traders 
has halved in the last four years. 

Douglas Henderson, chief 
executive of the Food Produce 
Consortium, pointed out that 
30 per cent of the population 
does not have access to cars. 
“Hderly people and those on 
law incomes find getting to su- 
permarkets extremely difficult,” 
be said “We have a growth now 
of people who are becoming 
nutritionally vulnerable.” 

He said there were many ar- 
eas in the country, such as parts 
of Glasgow, where nutritional 
food was simply not available. 
“As a social consequence of the 
collapse of the independent 
retailers, people are getting 
their energy from the fat on 
chips,” he said. 

But there are signs that out- 
of-town shopping may have 
peaked, new curbs on the build- 
ing of new superstores are be- 
ginning to take effect. 
Furthermore, says Richard Hy- 
man, chairman of Verdict Re- 
search. which monitors the 
sector, out-of-town superstores 
are at saturation point “It's the 
law of diminishing returns. 
Many people now have access 
to three or four superstores 
competing in the same area.” 
— ion Bu rrefl 
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Hamilton Direct Bank offers instant reh«£’vv>t 5 : 




Your finances can often get a little complicated at rhis rime of vein. The interest you 
are paying on vour credit cards, store cards and overdraft can all add up. Relief is at 
hand. Pay them all off with one simple loan from Hamilton Direct Bank. You’ll enjoy 
the convenience of just one monthly repayment and these impressive races ot interest: 


12.5% APR -£io,ooo 


15.5% APR - f 3.000 no £4.944 
16.5% APR -£51.10 to £2,990 


14.5% APR - £5.000 to £9.999 

See how much you can save. 
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SWING WITH HAMILTON DIRECT BANK 
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£20.45 
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Phone us today 

;f you are over 2*1. have a current account and earn £lf>.0U0 p.a. or more: 

0800 30 3000 

quoting reference ?3S 1*2/363 N 
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When the Christmas rush is over, why not give yourself a well 
earned break. Choose any of our offers and you can depart 
quickly and conveniently from any one of 19 airports around the UK. 
So book your flight by calling KLM/Air UK on 0990 074 074, contact 
your local travel agent or visit our website at www.airuk.co.uk. 
It could be just the New Vbarls leave that you need. 
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8/WORLD NEWS 


Moi election rivals fumble 
their chance to win power 


Kenya's voters go to the 
polls today to select a 
president and 
parliament. Ed O'Loughlin, 
in Nairobi, says tribal 
loyalties hold the key to 
the outcome, which is 
unlikely to heal the 
country’s divisions. 


The last time Kenya went to the 
pulls in 1 9*J2. hundreds of peu- 
ple died in a wave of violence 
and “ethnic cleansing" that 
had precious little to do with 
democracy. This year’s cam- 
paign has been much less 
bloody, with "only" half ;i 
dozen deaths reported in the 
final week. But whoever wins. 


Lhere are signs of trouble 
ahead. 

Most polls suggest the in- 
cumbent president. Daniel amp 
Mol will stretch his 1 1-year rule 
by another five-year term, while 
candidates of his Kenyan 
African National Union 
(Kanu) are also confident of 
holding on to the majority they 
have enjoyed since indepen- 
dence from Britain in 1963. 

Glossing over his govern- 
ment’s poor record on human 
rights - the UN rates Kenya the 
third most corrupt country in 
the world - Moi supporters in- 
sist he atone has Lhe experience 
and the touch needed to main- 
tain some kind of peace in a 
country whose 28 million in- 
habitants are split into about 70 
ethnic groups. 


But there are fears that a 
fifth Moi term could trigger a 
succession struggle within his 
Kanu party. Access to power is 
access to money, and reports 
suggest much of the recent po- 
litical violence has taken place 
between rival Kanu candidates. 

Mr Moi's Ui.sk, as in the 1992 
vote, has been made easier by 
tbc opposition's incompetence. 
In spile of their earlier efforts 
to make common cause. Mr 
Moi faces no less than 14 can- 
didates for the presidency. Of 
the four main challengers, only 
Mwai Kibaki of the Democra- 
tic Party managed to stage an 
impressive show of force at his 
final rallies when he addressed 
some 15.0I1IJ supporters in 
Nairobi's Uhuru Park. 

Michael Wamalwa, of the 


Forum for the Restoration of 
Democracy, called off his final 
rally citing a lack of funds, while 
Charily NgQu, the first woman 
to run for the presidency, failed 
to turn up for her owu planned 
rally on Saturday; her aides said 
she had had to stay behind in 
her m ral constituency of Kitul 
to fight off aLiempts by Kanu 
officials to buy the votes of 
members of her Kdmba tribe. 

Ms Ngilu's ethnic stronghold 
may be the key to the whole 
election. Mr Moi needs at least 
25 per cent of the vote in five 
of Kenya’s eight provinces to 
avoid a run-off against the sec- 
ond-placed candidate, so a 
strong showing by Ms Ngilu in 
her native Eastern Province 
m3y deny him at least one of the 
five he took in 1992. 



Vote of confidence; Moi supporters at the president’s final rally 


Photograph; Reuters 


HALF PRICE SALE 

NOW ON 




When you buy from Magnet, you can be sure thar you ger 
a beautiful kitchen designed in meet your every need. You can also be sure that its built to take 
everything life can throw at ir. Right now in the Magncr January Sale, all cabinets in over 
50 kitchen and bedroom ranges hjvc been reduced, most by 50^r, and there are some 
great offers on Whirlpool and 25z® appliances too. 

Visit your local Magnet showroom today to take advantage of these fantastic sale offers. 


Magnet 

VivjtuJ ~pt litiinj BUILT FOR LIFE 
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for your nearest showroom and opening hours call 0800 192 192 
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Israel arrests extremists 


Israeli security services are 
fighting cm two fronts to prevent 
an outbreak of violence by Jew- 
ish and Muslim extremists. 

TWo Jewish fanatics, Avigdor 
Eskin and Damian Pakovitcb, 
have been remanded in custody 
charged with plotting to throw 
a pig’s bead among Muslims 
praying at Jerusalem’s A1 Aqsa 
mosque, the thhd-hofiest shrine 
in Islam, during the fast mouth 
of Ramaddan. which begins 
later this week. 


A previous incident, in which 
a poster depicting Mohammed 
as a pig was distributed in He- 
bron, provoked riots, Eskin is 
aUeged to have been behind that 
insult, too. 

At the same time Israel’s 
Shin Bet internal security ser- 
vice has arrested the brother-in- 
law of Ahmed Awdallah, a 
Hamas bombmaket, and inter- 
rogated him to discover where 
Awdallah is hiding. 

— Eric Silver, Jerusalem 


Mayor held 
for massacre 


Hie mayor of ActeaL Mexico, has 
been charged with the massacre 
of 45 villages - mostly women 
and children. Jacinto Arias Cruz 
allegedly provided the weapons 
for last Monday's slaughter by 
masked gunmen and then tried 
to cover it up. Sixteen other pco- 
pic were also charged with 
murder. — AIJ Acted 

Jumbo party 

About 25 elephants went on a 
drunken rampage in 
Bangladesh’s Jamalpur district. 

Battening houses and sending vil- 
lagers fleeing for their lives. The 
elephants had found alcohol 
made by focal tribute to celebrate 
Christmas. — Reuters, Dhaka 

White appeal 

Zimbabwe's commercial fanners 
yesterday submitted final ap- 
peals against the designation of 
their farms for compulsory pur- 
chase and their leader said he was 
hopeful productive farms would 
be spared. President Robert Mu- 
gabe's government has published 
a list of 1,503 mainly white- 
owned farms it said would be 
forcibly bought under lancf re- 
form plans. — Reuters, Harare 

Killer ostrich 

A 63-year-old South African 
woman has died- in hospital af- 
ter being attacked by an enraged 
ostrich. Police said Anna Hen- 
dricks was attacked while cross- 
ing a field outside Cape Town. 
— Reuters. Cape Town 


Another mutual benefit for 
Norwich and Peterborough 
customers. . 
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TYPE OF ACCOUNT 
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•Vpa 

SPECIAL as 



85 days' notice 



£100.000 and war 

7.02 

5B1 

CARt 

725 

576 

£60000 in £99599 

6B5 

532 

CARf 

685 

5.45 

£25 W0 to £49.999 

032 

5.05 

CA.at 

6.50 

517 

£10,000 to £24.999 

003 • 

402 

CART 

620 

4-93 

£5.000 to £9,999 

537 

429 

CART 

550 

4.30 

E2.S00 lo E4 .999 

4.09 

3.91 

CAR* 

5W 

3 96 

TESSA SELECT 

7.B5 

- 

TESSA BJTE DEPOSIT* 1 SHARE* 

7.40 


TESSA ELITE 



INTEREST ACCOUNT 
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4.72 

TESSA BJTE D 

7.85 
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posniAsrat ii 

Easy access by post 
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£10,000 ID E2&S09 
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Easy access 
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6.00 

4.80 
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£25.000 and over 

760 

606 

£IUOOO to £24390 

7.10 

568 

£5.000 to £9,999 

695 

556 

£1,000 10 £4399 

8.85 

546 

£25010 £999 

6.75 

540 


POSTMASTER* ONLY 
Ratan reflect those Amen far PaSWaSter H anpt 


INVESTMENT SHARE* 

Easy access 

The bona Merea rams eqiiv^ert to Ihaso offered on ilw 
oareepandkig iw HGH WSE ta bafc«xi»owf £50i w»i t» 
■wtoed in accordance Bw HIGH FUSE raws shown jfcovt,. 

CUSHS* RESERVE / BUSTCS8 EXTRA / CHARITY ACCOUNT 
Easy access 


£1,000 to £4599 
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Norwich and 
Peterborough 

BUILDING SOCIETY 


For more details af any 
of trie Society's investment rates, pfoase cal/ 

0800 883322’ 
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Move over McQueen — here comes the Kansas ranger 
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White jersey mini-dress with 'asylum’ sleeves. When in production 
these seemingly impractical sleeves will have openings at the wrist 



Sculptured shell top - The one that stands up on HJs own, wom with 
high-walsted leather demt-pants 




0800 



It’s a long way from the 
Prairies to Paris, but 
there was no stopping 
Jeremy Scott on his 
trajectory to the fashion 
capital of the world. 
Forget Cool Britannia, 
he says, and as the 
loudmouth on 
everybody's lips, he 
should know. Melanie 

Rickey met him. 

“I hope people don't think Tm 
mad," says Jeremy Scott in 
complete earnest while his gold 
teeth with razor sharp vampire 
incisors flash, and his eyebrow- 
less forehead moves sugges- 
tively to imply open-faced 
naivety. The teeth spell out his 
name - JEREMY - but this 
24-ycar-oId from Missouri 
won't need to spell it out for 
long. For 1998. he is the new 
darling of the fashion world - 
and also undoubtedly a few se- 
quins short of a party frock. 

This may be due to his 
supreme talent (he has won the 
title of “future top designer" at 
the French Venus dc la Mode 
awards twice in a row. both lust 
March and in October) or be- 
cause he is loud-mouthed and 
opinionated, or even both. It's 
hard to say really, but when he 
burst down the catwalk last 
October after his third Paris 
show screaming “Vive 1c avant- 
garde" like a maniac, the right 
cast of players sat up and look 
notice of him. In fact they in- 
cluded US Vogue contributing 
editor Andre Leon Talley, styl- 
ist Isabella Blow and Nicole Fisr 
chelis. Vice President of Saks 
Fifth Avenue (who had what she 
described as a “moment" at the 
show) and they had no choice: 
Scott's “Rich While Women" 
collection, executed entirely in 
white leather, white jersey and 
milky opaque pleated 
polyamide was so modem that 
the word in Paris was “sec Je- 
remy Scott". 

The fuss was about jersey T- 
shirts and dresses that could be 
wom in several ways. leather 
evening wear, sculptural pleat- 
ing, and reworked versions of 
traditional sports wear. His 
tee’s are in fact very clever. 
Worn “upright", one style - a 
short sleeved lee with two 
strangely placed armholes, and 
an extra collar situated above 
the sternum - looks plain odd. 
Then after a quick demonstra- 
tion it becomes clear. This is two 
garments in one. Turn it 90 de- 
grees and you have, not a short 
sleeved tee, but a no-sleeved tee 
with the redundant short sleeves 
hanging down front and hack 
like shrivelled elephants trunks. 
It still looks weird, but so did 
bumsiers. at first. Scott carries 
through this multi-purpose an- 
gle with a cocoon like hood 
which then becomes an artful 
drape on a dress and other jer- 
sey garments which can be 
worn up to four or five ways. 

There was also much ado 
about his showing-out clothes. 
As Lucille Lew/n. owner of 
Whistles which will be slocking 



Lisa Vanco 





Golden teeth but no silver tongue: ‘Galliano is garbage, 
we’ve seen it all before,’ says Jeremy Scott 


the collection this spring, points 
out. “The clothes actually ap- 
peal to both sides of the female 
personality, the relaxed and 
the extravagant, which is why 1 
bought them". Lcwin particu- 
larly liked the leather pieces. 
There were strapless jumpsuits, 
a half mini f half trouser with the 
option of an additional half leg 
of leather (to play with pro- 
portion says Scott) and the 
sculptural pleated polyamide- 
used to create “wings" firmly at- 
tached from the side seam of a 
leather jumpsuit to elbow length 
leather gloves. Lewin also loved 
a shell-like pleated lop which 
stands up on it's own. and the 
“no-shoe shoes" - a high heel 
strapped to the fool with a 
nude band. Scott wanted them 
to look surgically implanted. 

It all began for Scott, not two 
years agi > when be came to Fans 
from New York’s Pratt Institute 


armed with a fashion diploma, 
but on a livestock farm on the 
prairies near Kansas City where 
he lived a fantasy life through 
fashion magazines. He was by 
his own admission a freak at 
school. The kind of freak that 
always knew he was different 
but didn’t quite know why. Af- 
ter his brief spell in New York. 
Paris was. in his mind the only 
place to be, and he arrived 
there with nothing in l^yS. 
“London is too closed, and it's 
row the centre of the fashion uni- 
verse as everyone thinks: Paris 
is the Capital of world of fash- 
ion and the melting pot for 
everything." He spouts this in 
an accusatory way. like he's had 
enough of London and Cool 
Britannia. In reality Scott sim- 
ply wanted to be in a place 
where he would stand out. He 
has said “Paris needed someone 
like me," and he was right 


Fortunately, he has been 
lucky in Paris. During his first 
week in the diy Scott was tapped 
on the shoulder by Gaultier's 
fashion PR who said “1 like your 
hair" - he cuts it himself and has 
done since age five - and was 
promptly invited to a party 
where be met the “right" peo- 
ple. From then it seems Jeremy 
Scott's road to fame has been 
preordained, set in stone, fated, 
whatever you want to call iL 
His fashion influences are 
fairly simple, his opinions arc 


not. “I grew up in sportswear." 
he says, “I never wear anything 
that doesn’t have a zip or pop- 
pers." Indeed he’s wearing a 
cowboy shirt with poppers, zip 
front Levi’s and white N ike’s 
with a gold swoosh when we 
meet at his Parisian studio. 
From the neck up. however, it 
does get weird: the gold teeth 
from Brooklyn which cost $150, 
shaved eyebrows and hair that's 
extremely short at the from, and 
asymmetrically cut at the back. 
Bat after a while, on Jeremy at 
least, it seems just right. 

Scott has quite a few fans al- 
ready. In September he held an 
exhibition at the Parisian shop 
of the moment. Colette, which 
is a fashion, objei tl'art and 
book shop as well as being a 
gallery. He asked some of the 
best fashion photographers 
around to interpret his first 
collection and nearly all com- 
plied. Scott thinks magazines sti- 
fle fashion designers, so the brief 
was “do what you want". They 
did, and he loved it. 

Call him a maverick, or a 
modernist's modernist, or even 
a pushy American kid and he 
won't mind at alL In fact he likes 
it. Don't call him what he is 
though, a basically sweet and 
slightly odd guy who’s so iu love 
with his muse, ibe model De- 
von. that he asks me to write her 
name on his hand. Regardless, 
his work is based on a need to 
be a new voice in fashion, and 
to gather people to his way of 
thinking. 

Indeed he's got nothing to 
lose, yet, and proves it by say- 
ing, “There is no-one that really 
inspires me, I have such a feel- 
ing about my own style, the only 
house I’d love to work for is 
Pierre Cardin or maybe even 
Laura Ashley." And, “When the 
people copying other people are 
doing it belter than the people 
they are copying then there’s a 
problem in fashion. Helmut 
Lang looks like Calvin Klein 
looks like Donna Karan, it's just 
not interesting anymore." 

He is also provocational. 
He says Galliano is “garbage" 
because “we’ve seen it all before 
and who needs another pretty 
slip dress anyway," and thinks 
McQueen has shown disrespect 
to the house of Givenchy by mis- 
representing its image. His gal- 
lons of hot air will hopefully not 
raise hackles. It should be put 
down lo youthful ambition and 
a large degree of 21st-century 
vision. Alexander McQueen 
has done OK being a loud- 
mouth, and so will Jeremy 
Scott. 

Jeremy Scott s collection is at 'ail- 
abkfrom Whistles, 12 St Christo- 
pher’s Place. London W1 from 
mid February. 



*£££■»"* <*wn the back 

i -V* • f 


Leather all-in-one with milky opaque wipe clean polyamide wings. ‘Why spend 
loads on dry-cleaning?' says Scott , ONvall photographs: Chm Moore > 


Sometimes its 

EASIER TO TALK 
TO SOMEONE 
YOU DONT LIKE. 



When you have a problem, it’s the 
most natural thing in the world to want to 
talk it through with someone. But who? 

That’s where The Samaritans come in. 
We're discreet, sympathetic and completely 
unshockable. 

Our national number is 0345 90 90 90, 
or you can e-mail us on jo@samaricans.org 

The Samaritans 
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Enter Grandfather Frost, 
a skinny Santa with 
slim pickings for children 


So they have already 
smashed up the 
computer you gave 
them? The next time you 
decide that the festive 
season brings out the 
worst in children, 
consider what life would 
be like somewhere else. 
What, asks our Moscow 
correspondent, if your 
child was not John but 
Ivan, not Natalie but 
Natasha? 


Like any self-respecting child. 
Zhenya has taken the prccau- 


Thcre. of course, is the rub. 
Russians love to spoil their 
children. Usually stem-faced 
women break into generous 
grins at the sight of an infant. 
But for many. Barbie dolls, in- 
line skates and computer games 
exist only behind glass as the 
stuff of fantasies. A lack of dis- 
posable income and different 
cultural traditions ensure that 
their New Year and Christmas, 
which is celebrated on 7 Janu- 
ary bv the Russian Orthodox 
Church, is very different from 
the children of fully fledged con- 
sumer societies. 

So, other seasonal pleasures 
have to be found, often of a cu- 
riously Victorian flavour, such 
as a trip to the circus, an art 


ents. The approach to discipline 
in Russia is straightforward. 
“If she misbehaves at home, she 
gets a sharp reprimand.* said 
her mother, Lena. “Thai is 
usually enough. She knows that 
after that she gets a. clout. Its 
the same principle that I have 
been using to bring up my dogs. 
I give the commands once. 
That’s enough.” 

AH this might also be 
enough, you might think, to low- 
er the spirits of any young soul. 
But it is not so. When I asked 
Lena if her child was happy. 
Zhenya interrupted. “Yes," an- 
nounced the little girl cheerfully 
(and, startlingly, in English) 
before doing a back flip across 
the threadbare carpet. 
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tion of writing a letter listing her 
seasonal requirements in detail. 
It is addressed not to Santa but 
to Ded Moroz - Grandfather 
Frost - and is placed promi- 
nently in a cabinet over the din- 
ing table, awaiting his arrival on 
New Year's Eve. when Russians 
traditionally exchange gifts. 

Russians believe that Dcd 
Moroz is superior to his West- 
ern counterpart not least be- 
cause he is lean rather than 
obese and wears a full-length 
coal rather than a silly little red 
jacket. Bui, like Santa, be is a 
giver, and that is what eight- 
year-old Zhenya is counting 
on. 

Among her desires, she ex- 
plains in her painstaking hand- 


BY PHIL 
REEVES 


writing, are some dolls of the 
great man and his Russian fairy- 
tale companion, Snyegurochka, 
the snow maiden. 

Her list will also include a 
videotape of Just lou Hail (a 
popular cartoon) a water pisloL 
a pocket tape recorder, a note- 
book and ballpoint pen. 

At this point. Santa (though 
not Grandfather Frost) might 
well be expected to drop his 
mince pie and gape in amaze- 
ment at the modesty of her ex- 
pectations. Where is the request 
for an all-singing-dancing 
Packard Bell with Pentium 
Processor and a stack of blood- 
curdling CD-Roms'.' 

“Of course this list is to 
help Grandfather Frost make 
his choice.” said Lena Slivkina, 
Zhenya's mother, evidently anx- 
ious to dispel any impression 
that her daughter is avaricious. 
"She is not gening everything. " 

The days are over in Russia 
when parents had to queue For 
hours just to buy one Soviet dolL 
which invariably shed its limbs 
the moment the children began 
to play with iL In Moscow at 
least, you can buy a wide vari- 
ety of toys and games — if you 
have enough cash. 


gallery, a museum, or na yoUd 
- a mixture of dance, circus acts, 
music and games organised by 
local authorities in cities across 
Russia. Muscovites can also 
take their offspring to Mc- 
Donald's, although hamburgers 
and chips are still regarded by 
many as too costly a luxury. On 
New Year's Day. the closest culi- 
nary equivalent to our Christ- 
mas, they are more likely to stick 
to jellied minced meat, salted 
herring, and bland salads. 

When Zhenya opens her 
presents she will have to find 
space for them among her mea- 
gre collection of furry toys and 
dog-eared colouring books. She 
does not have a bedroom of her 
own, but a comer, which is cor- 
doned off by a large curtain. 
She. her parents and two dogs 
live and sleep in one small 
room in a dingy communal 
apartment in Moscow. The 
kitchen and bathroom is shared 
with two other couples. Her 
mother and father - a driver in 
the market - sleep on the fold- 
out sofa. 

Pressure of space is one rea- 
son why Zhenya is not particu- 
larly a child of the television 
culture, although she has 
watched the video of 101 Dal- 
matians countless limes. Every 
weekday, she spends four hours 
after school in a dapped-out So- 
viet era sports halL working on 
her headstands and somer- 
saults. Although only eight, she 
is already in her fourth year of 
gymnastics and is trained by a 
former Olympic world cham- 
pion. Watching her at a recent 
Moscow competition -where lit- 
tle girls around her wept with 
effort and frustration as they 
performed - was enough to con- 
firm that it is tough, disciplined 
work. 

But that is work. New Year 
is about play and a relief from 
the rigid training schedule. The 
chances are that, whatever gifts 
she is given, Zhenya will not 
complain. She remembers by 
heart every present she ever re- 
ceived on her birthday in Oc- 
tober (shampoo, a box of 
chocolates, a book of fairy tales, 
trinkets). 

And if she does grouse, she 
will get shon shrift from her par- 


Kremlin luxuries 
gobble up cash 


Millions of dollars intended for 
Russian industry was instead 
spent revamping Boris 
Yeltsin's presidential jeL re- 
furbishing the Kremlin and his 
official residence near 
Moscow, and on imported 
tableware and luxury cars, ac- 
cording to an auditors inquiry. 

The report, details of 
which have been published by 
liie Moscow Nm?. found that 
SI42m (£89m) intended for 
the crisis-stricken Russian 
gold mining industry was 
spent elsewhere by the 
Yeltsin administration. Some 
of it also went on a residence 
for parliamentarians and 
Moscow's Bolshoi Theatre. 

It is another embarrass- 
ment for the Yeltsin aclmin'is- 
I radon, which has long been 
widely blamed for the disas- 
trous undorftjnding of the 
military, education, and health 
services and for Failing to pay 
pensions and wages. The re- 
port. by the government's au- 
dit chamber, cites several 
major abuses, including the 
squandering of S5IXUHX) on 
foreign (ravel by officials from 
the finance ministry- The sum 


is small when compared with 
the fortunes that have been 
stolen, or withheld in tax. dur- 
ing the carve -up of former 
state assets, but it has a pow- 
erful significance: the ministry 
is supposed to be introducing 
order into Russia's chaotic 
and comipt economy. 

lntriguincjy, the newspaper 
says that the Russian Ortho- 
dox Church, the beneficiary of 
major tax breaks, received 
$ i .37m from the federal bud- 
get for its offices abroad. 

The revelations will deep- 
en concern over spending by 
the Russian government, 
which is dependent on foreign 
loans. It comes as the gov- 
ernment struggles to fulfil a 
promise to pay all back wages 
by the end of the year. This 
weekend, Anatoly Chubais, 
the first deputy prime minis- 
ter. said that the federal gov- 
ernment had transferred 
$ l.9hn to pay wage arrears in 
the last four months. How- 
ever. he said several region- 
al bodies were still behind, 
and Moscow was trying to find 
extra money to pay these 
debts before the new vear. 
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Off track: Passengers in 
the railway station at 
Milan, northern Italy, one 
of the main stopping points 
for the beleaguered state 
railway system which is on 
the verge of collapse. Its 
losses have been put at 
£! Jbn a year; some say the 
figure is as high as £7.5bn. 
Next year is held to be a 
‘make or break' time as 
the company struggles to 
turn its fortunes around 
■ Jjphocograph: Tremor Humphries 
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Italy waits 
for the gravy 
train to be 
derailed 


Italy’s railways are on 
the verge of total 
economic collapse. The 
system is to be split up 
and opened to 
competition, but our 
correspondent explains 
that it faces a crisis 
‘of Biblical proportions’. 


It probably wasn’t the most Ug 
auspicious name to give Italy's buJ 
latest high-speed train lines. 

The Eurostar, which began op- ms 
crating at the beginning of the eai 
summer on a handful of main en 
line, north-south routes, has sui 
been plagued with even more wc 
problems than its namesake no 
beneath the Channel. s “ 

If the overhead electricity ca- wi 

ble does not fail, the connection Tt 

between the rolling stock and gr 
the track usually does, with the sa 
result that every few days pas- Tl 
sengers are subjected to long lr 
delays, cancellations, train- sr 

switching and, every' now *| Q d ^ 
again, a bizarre form of ini- oi 
prisonment while technical ex- 
perts try to gel the doors open, si 
Italy’s Eurostar is a small ii- 1} 
lustration of whal ails the coun- n 
tr\'s railways. It looks slick and 
modem, but it has to contend 
with an ancient electricity system, 
creaky track, and the ineffi- 
cient. overloaded railway bu- 
reaucracy- Above all. it is 
hopelessly unprofitable to run. 
even when the technical grem- 
lins don't come out to play. 

Just before Christmas the 
transport minister. Claudio 
Burlando. announced that the 
railways were on the verge of 
collapse, because of losses run- 
ning at some 4 trillion lire a jear. 
about £1.5bn- In fact, the figure 
is subject to some controversy 
because of the financial com- 
plexity of ihc railways. 

According to independent 
experts, the true losses could be 
as much as 20 trillion lire a year 
l£7_5bn). the sort of money that 
could single-handedly proride 
the cuts necessary for Italy to 
qualify for the European single 
currency- Not only does the 
state have to cover these losses, 
it also has to pay interest on cu- 
mulative debts that have reached 
a staggering 84 trillion lire. 

■ The Italian railways are. at 
this moment, the largest loss- 
generating enterprise in Europe 
“ and, perhaps, the entire plan- 
et.’* the economic columnist 
Giuseppe Turani wrote recent- 
ly. -This is not a company, it is 
a curse of Biblical proportions.’ 
What went wrong? For 
years, it was the usual Italian 
story of political patronage. 
oveT-enthusiaslic job creation 
and the odd tinge of corruption. 
The state railway was one of the 
tools the post-war Christian 
Democrat order used to buy so- 
cial peace. Tickets were cheap 
and Ihc network provided jobs, 
if not that much work, for hun- 
dreds of thousands of people. 
It was a drain on the national 
budget, but was deemed lo be 
in a good cause. 


But in the venal Eighties, 
spending began to run out of 
control There were such 
episodes as the “Golden Sheets" 
scandal, in which couchette bed- 
ding seemingly made out of 
wood shavings and recycled nap- 
pies was purchased from a con- 
sortium of politically connected 
companies for prices that would 
have seemed extravagant even 
for sheets of pure silk. The then 
bead of the railways, Ludovico 
Ligato, wound up with a Mafia 
bullet in his brain. 

A more subtle brand of bad 
management followed in the 
early Nineties, overtly mod- 
ernising the system (with some 
success) but also creating a net- 
work ol clientelism by setting up 
no fewer than 150 private con- 
sultancy and technical firms 
with capital from the railways. 
There are now some 900 top- 
grade managers on stratospheric 
salaries, paid out of state coffers. 
The man who set up this ex- 
travagant system of financial 
smoke and mirrors, Lorenzo 
Need, was arrested a year ago 
on charges of gross corruption. 

If the rot has not been 
slopped a lot sooner, it is pa rt- 
fy- because of the power of the 
. railway u nions. which have been 
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a r cuing for years, successfully, 
to'maintain and improve con- 
ditions for the vast army of rail- 
wavmen. But the crunch has 
come, and Mr Burlando’s min- 
isterial outburst in parliament 
was. in large part, a calculated 
shock tactic intended lo prcpiire 
the unions fora tough year. 

The company is due to be 
split, like British Rail into two 
components handling track and 
rolling stock. The tracks will 
then, in theory, be made avail- 
able to open competition. 

Gian carlo Cimoli. the pre- 
sent railways chairman, has 
also promised to slash the re- 
sources being eaten up by senior 
management and to talk lough 
to the unions about job cuts, 
earlv retirement and improved 
productivity. Prices, still heav- 
ily subsidised, are expected to 
rise by around 20 per cent over 
the next four years. 

This is not a problem that 
will go away quickly, however, 
and The stat e has committed it- 
self to spending 7 trillion lire a 
year for the next 10 years to bail 
the company out. But 1*^98 is ex- 
pected to be the make or break 
year. “Either 'ihc railways be- 
come a normal company, and 
quickly, or else we will find 
French. German and English 
trains carrying our goods and 
passengers where we can no 
li inger even put up a token pres- 
I cnee." Mr Burlando warned. 
■ “Either the railways change., or 
rhev will have to close down.” 
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James Lees-Milne 


James Lees-MHne, 
architectural historian and 
writer; bom Wfekhamfiord, 
Worcestershire 6 August 
1W8; Private Secretary to the 
first Lord Lloyd 1931 -35; staff, 
Reuters 1935-38; Secretary, 
Country Houses Committee, 
National Trust 1936-44, 
Secretary, Historic Buildings 
Committee 1945-51, Adviser 
on Historic Buildings 1951-66; 
FRSL 1957; FSA 1974; married 
1951 Ahrilde, Viscountess 
Chaplin (nie Bridges, died 
1994; one stepdaughter); died 
Tetbury, Gloucestershire 28 
December 1997. 


Shy, droll, diligent, well- 
connected, James Lees-Milne 
was an enigmatic and provoca- 
tive figure, one of the last of the 
great amateurs and always the 
first to decry his achievements. 
A heroic saviour of historic 
houses (he would say he pre- 
ferred houses to people), he was 
a mischievously accurate di- 
arist and author of one of the 
best autobiographies since the 
Second World War. 

As executive of Lhe Nation- 
al Trust's Country Houses 
Scheme from its inception in 
1 936, he was more or less single- 
handedly responsible for be- 
guiling suspicious, desperate 
and sometimes medievally old- 
fashioned owners into handing 
their priceless family properties 
entire into the care of the trust, 
for assessing the architectural 
(what would now be called 
“heritage") worth of individual 
houses, the importance of their 
contents and estates, and nego- 
tiating for them a future that was, 
under the first National Trust Act 
of 1907, secure and “inalienable". 

Through his agency, the 
complexion of the National 
Trust changed completely, and, 
at a time when the death of the 
country house was widely pre- 
dicted, he saved many houses 
from extinction, from being 
knocked down or vandalised, 
turned into country dubs and 
police colleges, holds or pic- 
turesque ruins, their contents 
and history dispersed for ever. 
Britain's wider reputation as a 
guardian of its historic land- 
scape owes much to his work: 
the mist under his careful di- 
rection pioneered the post-war 
opening of historic houses to the 
public which led in turn to the 
1960s' “stately homes” boom. 

Lees-Milne's three volumes 
of wartime diaries, beginning 
wit(L4/ires(ni / 1 bices ( 1 975), arc 
already necessary texts of ref- 
erence. Mixing Mayfair in air- 
raids with visits by train and 
bicycle to backwoods baronets 
and squires without heir, they 


are by turns hilarious, outra- 
geous, acute and touching. 
They were followed by three 
further volumes, the most recent 
of which, .Ancient as the Hills , 
covering the years 1973-74, 
appeared in July. 

Lees-Milne was an archi- 
tectural historian, an able bi- 
ographer, an aspirant novelist 
and, in Another Self (1970), his 
autobiography to 1942, when his 
diaries begin, the autbor of an 
extraordinary book, poignant 
funny, often angry, that marries 
all three genres. When John 
Betjeman first read it be wrote 
to the publisher Hamish Hamil- 
ton, it had the same impact on 
him as had Evelyn Waugh's 
Decline and Fall. 

All his life Lees-Milne 
seemed to himself “another 
self". This was one of his virtues 
as a diarist a dispassionate 
quality which wouldn't spare his 
own character from his snaggy 
barbs, which drew precise com- 
edy from his own downfalls. The 
portrait in his autobiography of 
his father, a minor Worcester- 
shire landowner whom strangers 
loved but who couldn’t stand the 
sight of his elder son, ranks for 
its comic intensity with Osbert 
Sitwell's of Sir George (“Gin- 
ger") Sitwell or Lees-Milne's 
chfldhood friend Nancy Mil- 
ford's fictional “Farve". “Art,” 
writes Lees-Milne, 
was anathema to him. The very 
word had on him the effect of a red 
rag upon a hulL He turned puce in 
the face and fumed at the mere men- 
tion of it; and his deadliest, most 
offensive adjective was “artistic". It 
denoted decadence, disloyalty to the 
Crown, and unnatural vice. 

Suspecting his son perhaps 
of all these things, George 
Lees-Milne decided that after 
Eton the boy Jim should “stand 
on his own feet". He drove him 
to London forthwith, and en- 
rolled him at Miss Blakeney's 
Stenography School for Young 
Ladies in Chelsea. Lees-Milne 
spent 12 months, the only male 
student, learning shorthand 
and typing, before escaping, 
through his mother’s wiles, to 
Magdalen College, Oxford. 

It was in 1930 at a drunken 
party at Roush am, the Jacobean 
pfle north of Oxford best known 
for its William Kent Landscapes, 
that Lees-Milne famously found 
his vocation. When, egged on by 
bis fellow undergraduates, his 
host took a hunting crop to the 
KneUers and a rifle to the stat- 
ue of Apollo, Lees-Milne went 
numb. “The experience was a 
turning-point in my life." he 
wrote. 

It brought borne to me how pas- 
sionately I cared for architecture and 
the continuity of history, of which it 
was the mouthpiece . . . These Roco- 
co rooms at Rousham, with their dd- 





Lees- Milne: i have always felt an outsider in every circle’ 


icate furniture, and portrait*, of K- 
wigged, be ribboned ancestors, were 
living, palpable children to me. They 
and the man-fashioned landscape 
outside were the England that mal- 
tered. I suddenly saw them as infi- 
nitely fragile and precious . . . Thai 
evening I made a vow . . . that I would 
devote my energies and abilities, 
such as they were, in preserving the 
country houses of England. 

After going down from Ox- 
ford with a degree in Histoiy, 
Lees-Milne revived his steno- 
graphic skills to work, for three 
and a half years, for the sym- 
pathetic Lord Lloyd, the former 
High Commissioner for Egypt 
and the Sudan and future 
wartime Secretary of State for 
the Colonics; and then, briefly, 
for Reuters, for its formidable 
chairman Sir Roderick Jones. 
He couldn’t stand Jones nor 
Jones him and, in 1936. em- 
boldened by Stanley Baldwin 
(the then prime minister: in 
James Lees-Milne's writings 


the world distinctly contracts), 
resigned Vita Sackville-West 
promptly recommended him 
for the new job of Secretary to 
the Country Houses Committee 
of the National Trust. 

Until the 1930s, the Na- 
tional Trust, founded in 1895 as 
the National Trust for Places of 
Historic Interest or Natural 
Beauty, had concentrated more 
on open spaces than country 
houses, ft was the radical 
intervention at the trust's 1934 
Annual General Mealing of 
the i 1th Marquess of Lothian, 
owner of, among other estates. 
Blickling in Norfolk, which 
brought an historic change of di- 
rection. “The country houses of 
Britain," Lothian said, 
with their gardens, their parks, their 
pictures, their furniture and their pe- 
culiar architectural charm, represent 
a treasure of quiet beauty which is 
not only specially characteristic but 
quite unrivalled in any other land. 


This entirety - what Lees- 
Milne identified as “the conti- 
nuity of histoiy' - was 
threatened by the rising impost 
of death duties: 8 percent only 
in 1904, 15 percent in 1914.50 
per cent by 1934. “There is 
much to be said for [death du- 
ties] as an instrument of social 
justice," asserted the liberal 
Lord Lothian. "But lei no one 
mistake that they spell the end 
of the old rural order." 

There were tew options then 
for the indigent estate owner. 
The 1931 Finance Act had ex- 
empted land only from death 
duties when left to the trust; 
Lothian now urged further ex- 
emptions for houses and con- 
tents, and a scheme by which 
(an important incentive t« « hand- 
over) families might remain in 
situ. This was not simple expe- 
dience, but the vital dement of 
the Countiy Houses Scheme: a 


house on its own, without con- 
tents, context and living tenants, 
would itself die. “Nothing, 
said Lothian, "is more melan- 
choly than to visit these ancient 
houses after they have been 
turned into public museums.” 

Eighteen months later, in 
February 1936, the Countiy 
Houses Committee of the Na- 
tional Trust was formed, with 
Lothian a member. In March. 
James Lees-Milne was ap- 
pointed as Secretary. In Octo- 
ber, having conducted a census 
of 250 country-house owners, 
Lees-Milne produced the report 
which set in motion the National 
Trust Act 1937, enabling the giv- 
ing of countiy bouses to the 
trust free of death duties, fol- 
lowed by the National Trust Act 
1939, which gave the crucial 
power to break old entails. With 
the establishment in 1946 of the 
National Land Fund and in 
1953 of Historic Buildings Coun- 
cils, the compact between trust 
and government was complete. 

Country Life had identified 
for Lothian 60 large countiy 
houses (with over 20 bedrooms 
and a suite of state rooms) and 
600 smaller houses of "real his- 
toric interest and artistic mer- 
it". When he made his speech, 
the trust owned only two sig- 
nificant houses, Montacute and 
Barrington Court, both in Som- 
erset By its 50th anniversary in 
1945, it owned 17 and had re- 
strictive covenants on five oth- 
ers. By 1995 it boasted 230 
historic houses in its care. Lees- 
Milne's contribution to this 
process - with the aid of an 
active chairman in the third 
Viscount Esher - was pivotal. 

The houses that came to the 
trust in the period 1936-51 
when he was Secretary includ- 
ed Cliveden. POlesden Lacey, 
Knole, Petworth. Stourhead, 
Osterley and (after Lord Loth- 
ian's death en place as ambas- 
sador to Washington in 1940) 
Blickling. Among the literary 
shrines were Carlyle’s house in 
London. Kipling's and Henry 
James's in Sussex, Shaw's in 
Hertfordshire. It was an un- 
matched period of acquisition; 
after Lees-Milne the impetus 
lessened: the trust concentrat- 
ed on different projects such as 
Enterprise Neptune, safe- 
guarding the English coastline, 
and diversified into other areas 
such as industrial archaeology. 

Lees-Milne's 30 years' work 
for the National Trust was punc- 
tuated first by war service (he 
was in the Irish Guards, a hope- 
less officer by his own account, 
from 1^40 to 1*41, until he was 
blown up by a bomb in Bayswa- 
ler and invalided out with Jack- 
sonian epilepsy | and then by his 


marriage, at the age of *13, , to 
Alvilde Chaplin. His 

erawriteronganieafflgand^ 

desigoer of gardens for Mick 
j^rand^Giscard^- 
taingjived in France and from 
19 S 1 until he retired in 1966 
Lees-Milne seived the trust 
part-time, with a flat m Lond^ 
and the title Adviser on Histone 
Buildings. As such he was a tire- 
less campaigner, writer ot 
guidebooks, Eminence gnse, 
and, a prodigious workhorse 
ever since his father made him 
“stand on his own feet , he 
started writing in earoest- 

James Lees-Milne was a 
man of many paradoxes- A son 
and upholder of the old squire- 
archy who hated his father and 
felt out of place with the hunt- 
ing, shooting squires; an Eton- 
ian with easy entrfie to, and 
much love for, the aristocracy 
who was wary of them too and 
despised their general philis- 
tinism; an avowed middlebrow 
with high taste, who wrote three 
books on the Baroque; a histo- 
rian who would rather have 
been a novelist (he published 
three novels) or even a poet; a 
man of ambiguous sexuality 
who was for over 40 years a de- 
voted husband. He preserved 
his tall, lean gpod looks into old 
age, but worried that he looked 
‘'hideous"; he said sometimes 
tha t he wanted to disappear, but 
dressed conspicuously, even 
dandyishly (he had a particular 
interest in other-world cuffs 
and ties). He worried about 
growing old. but kept all his fac- 
ulties and the gleam in his eye 
into his 90th year. 

Rattled journalists would 
mock Lees-Milne for his old- 
world snobbisms, his almost 
self-caricaturing far-right views 
(he was a great writer of letters 
to the papers), his astonishing 
(astonishing particularly be- 
cause printed) views oh the 
"lower classes" or immigrants. 
One aggressive (American) 
chronicler of the National Trust, 
Paula Weideger, implied that he 
was everything that was wrong 
with the lale-20tb-cenruiv trust 
an “aesthete", an amateur, char- 
ming, good-looking, an English 
public-schoolboy refusing to be 
serious. But she missed the point 
in him, as perhaps he intended 
her to; and his furious politics 
were largely a red herring. 

However much he obvious- 
ly achieved, and much acclaim 
came to him, late as it often 
does, in his eighties, Lees-Milne 
thought himself quite unworthy. 
"I have always felt an outsider 
in every circle," he wrote, “and 
a failure." A Protestant who be- 
came a Catholic and then a 
Protestant again, be thought 


himself' “odious- bat tongedto 
be "good'’. This peculiar diffi- 


oe nee, a — _ m 

“delicious grumpmess, was 

disarming. . '• 

The Lees-Milnes returned 
fuff, time from the Aipes Mar- 
itime* to England in 1961 and 
lived first in Gloucestershire, at 
Alderley Grange, the hand- 
some birthplace of Sir Matthew 
Hale, the 17th-centmy Lord. 
Chief Justice, then in Bath in 
part of the extravagant writer 
and collector William Beck- . 
ford’s town house, and finally in 
a beautiful small house at the 
gates of Badminton. Lees- 
Milne retained the library at. 19 
Lansdown Crescent, the only 
room in Beckfbrd’s houses to 
survive as he knew it, as a, 
workroom until last year. It was 
the ideal of a library, all arched 
recesses, busts and bookcases, 
its proportions subtle and 

unusually satisfying. 

Lees-Milne wrote a short fife 
of Beckford. He also wrote 
lives of the “Bachelor" (sixth) 
Duke of Devonshire, of the sec- 
ond Viscount Esher and, most 
successfully, of his friend Sir 
Harold Nicolson. He wrote on' 
the ages of Robert Adam and 
Inigo Jones, on Rome. and on 
• Venice. But it is his autobio- 
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whether set pieces on visits to . ■ 1 
Ham House or Longleat or . . . 
the quotidian oddities of his 
London round, sad anecdotes : 
of friendship or startling gossip, 
of old hostesses, that will final- 
ly endure. In 1992 he. pub- 
lished People and Places ; 
recounting, with the help of the 
National Trust archives, his 
dealings with 14 country-house 

donors from Lutiey of Brqck- 
hamptnn to Gtooc&art-Rendcl 
of Hatchiands; and in 1996 
Fourteen Friends, portraits in- ^ 
eluding Sacheverefl Sitwell and 
Rosamond Lehmann (both of . 
whose obituaries he wrote 
for the Independent). Vita 
Sackville-West and Henry 
Green, James Pope-Hennessy 
and Robert Byron. 

Jim Lees-Milne seemed to 
have known everybody. He had 
the diarist’s eye and the diarist’s . 
memory. He was an outsider in- ' 
sider. One of the last pieces he 
wrote was for last month’s Roy- 
al Society of literature newslet- 
ter recollections of 1 Hyde 
Park Gardens (the society’s 
headquarters) in the time of 
General Sir Ian Hamilton be- 
tween the wars. It is an affec- 
tionate memoir studded, as 
ever, with telling detail, and fea- 
tures a disgusting story about 
Margot Asquith (Lady Oxford) 
and an expectorated potato. 

- James Fergusson 


Col Jean Petit 


Jean Petit, soldier: bom 9 
February 1894; married first 
Mari e-Madeleine Pie 1-M el cion 
D’Arc (died 1976; eight 
children), second Alice 
Foupinel (died 1995); died 
Cagnes-sur-Mer, France 5 
December 1997. 


The battle of Verdun, which be- 
gan in February 1916. is the 
French symbol of the First 
World War. It has been de- 


scribed as a war within the war. 
“Those who died at Verdun 
will never die in the memory 
of France" was lhe promise 
engraved on the memorial. 

Consequently, eveiy effort 
has been made to tell the story 
of Verdun to succeeding gener- 
ations of French children. How- 
ever a recent enquiry by the 
Minister of Defence suggested 
that no one under the age of 25 
had any oral memory of Vfcrdun. 
The veterans had died. But this 


was not altogether true. The last 
survivor died this month in 
Cagnes-sur-Mer in his 104th 
year. Colonel Jean Petit had the 
distinction of serving as a fight- 
ing soldier in both world wars. 

Petit was bom in 1894. and 
in the summer of 1914 was a 
candidate to enter the military 
college of Saint CVr. With the 
beginning of war in August the 
examination was deemed void 
and all applicants to have 
passed: they were then commis- 


sioned and sent into the field. 
The 1914 intake, given the 

name of "Revenge ". numbered 
some 600. More than half of 
them were to be kilted. 

Petit fought in various parts 
of France, notably in Artois, but 
in the summer of 1 9 16 was sent 
to Verdun. It was Marshal Pe- 
lain's policy to pull troops out 
of the battle and put new troops 
in. Usually this meant with- 
drawing decimated units since 
men were heine killed in their 


tens of thousands. Lieutenant 
Petit was there when the battle 
was at its height, but the German 
command was becoming pro ie- 
cupiodwiih Frano i- British plans 
on the Somme. 

General Mungin had Innu 
wished In lake back the fortress 
at Douuumoni. which had been 
last to the Germans at the Man 
of the baltlc. in Ooi« Hvr he gave 
order, aco irJingly. Oil 24 Oeh v 
her Petit led liK battalion of 
chasseurs and recaptured the 


fort, along with a detachment of 
Moroccan troops (amongst 
whom was the future Marshal 
Juin). Petit and his men look 
si me uUO German prisoners, but 
he was severely wounded and was 
transferred to hospital. 

When the war was over. Pe- 
tit went back u» Saint Cvt for 
further training. He remained 
in the army, transferring to the 
reserve during the 1930s. Mo- 
bilised in 1 93v. he was with the 
French army in North Africa 


when the armistice was signed. 
He was appointed colonel in 
1942 before the Allied invasion 
of November. Subsequently he 
took part in the Franco- 
American invasion of south- 
eastern France, which began on 
15 August 1944. As the Amer- 
icans worked northwards rapid- 
ly and the French fought then- 
way westward towards Toulon 
and Marseilles, encountering 
stiff resistance, communications 
became vital. Petit was put in 


charge, establishing his base at 
Sainte Maxhne. For his work he 
was awarded both French and 
American decorations. 

He left the army in 1949 and 
went to live in Cagnes-sur-Mer, 
where he had business interests. 

He served on the municipal^L 
council for several years, hav-* 
ing been elected as an inde- 
pendent. Twice married, he bad 
eight children, 54 grandchildren 
and 41 great-grandchildren. 

- Douglas Johnson 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


DEATHS 

McGINLEY: Margaret Theresa (mSe 
Collins) dibit peacefully in London oo 
2n December, aged SO. Beloved wife 
of the late Bill and devoted “Ma - to 
six sons. Resi in Peace. 

MacRAE: Professor Donald Gunn, on 
Tuesday It December. Funeral ai St 
CW me ru's Church. Sandwich. Kent, 
on Friday 2 January, al 2pm. 

IN MEMORIAM 

HUNT: Lee, died tragically in an ac- 
cident oo 29 December 19%. aged 25 
years. Remembering you Lee today 
and atom with infinite love, gratitude 
and pride. A most beloved and lov- 
ing son and brother, and a true 
friend. 

Announcements for Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS should b« 
sent in writing to the Gazette Editor. 
The Independent, 1 Canada Square, 
Canary Wharf, London EH 5DL, tele- 
phoned to 0171-293 2012 or faxed to 
0171-2*1 2010, and are charged at £b SO 
aine (VAT extra). OTHER Gazette an- 
nouncemencs should be submitted In 
writing and are charged aC £10 a line, 
VAT extra. Please Indude a daytime 
telephone number. 


Changing of Che Guard 
The Hvuschutd Cavalry Mourned Regi- 
mcM mounit the Queen’s Lite Guard at 
Horae Guards, 1 lane 1st BattaKmn Wfclsh 
Guards mounts the Queen's Guard, at 
Buckingham Palace, lL'Oam. band 
provided hy the Cntdsirvum Guards. 


Birthdays 

June. Marchioness of Aberdeen and 
Tern air, musical dircclor and con- 
ductor. 84: Sir Richard Beaumont, 
former diplomat. 85; Gird Beaver- 
brook, former chairman. Beaver - 
brook Foundation, 46: Mr Bernard 
Crib bins, actor, 69; Baroness Den- 
ton of Wakefield, former government 
minister. 62: Miss Marianne Riiih- 
ftilL singer and actress. 51; Professor 

Laurence Gower, former Vice- 
Chancellor. Southampton Universi- 
ty- 84: Sir Simon Hordby. PresidenL 
Royal Horticultural Society. 63; Mr 
Terry Lewis MR 62; Miss Mary Tyler 
Moore, television and film actress, 60; 
Mr Martin Offiah. Rugby League in- 
ternational 31; Mr lain Paxton, rug- 
by player. 40; Mr Peter Robinson MP, 
49; Mr Alan Rushridger, Editor, 
the Guardian, 44; The Right Rev 
Mark Santer, Bishop of Birmingham, 
51: Mr Hprvev Smith, show-jumper, 
59; Mr Mark Todd MP. 43; Mr Jon 
VoighL actor, 59, 


Anniversaries 

Birchs: Jearme- Antoinette, Marquise 
dc Pompadour, mistress of Louis 
XV, 1721; Charles Macintosh, chemist 
and inventor of waterproof clothing. 
1766; Charles Goodyear, inventor of 
vulcanised rubber, 1800; William 
Ewart Gladstone, statesman, 1809; 
Alexander Par kes, chemist, inventor 
of a second method of vulcanising rub- 
ber, 1813. Deaths: St Thomas a 
Beckct, murdered, H70;ThcEarlof 
Stockton (Harold Macmillan ), states- 
man.' 19S6. Today is the Feast Day of , 
St Ebrulf or Evrouiu St Marcdlus 
Akimeles, St Thomas of Canterbuiy ' 
and St Trophimus of Aries. I 


MEANINGS OF CHRIST MAS 

So now it’s all downhill until Easter 


The days which follow the 
great celebration of the 
Incarnation can seem a bit 
gloomy. But, says Paul 
Handley, Editor of the Church 
Times, there are disadvantages 
to unbridled happiness. 

The fourth day. When you’ve just 
given birth for the first time, kind 
fnends will warn you to beware of 
Lhe fourth day. That is when the seis- 
mic shift in your hormone balance 
kicks in, and you decide, absolute- 
ly definitely and no question, that 
you want to give the baby back. At 
precisely the same moment, you 
know that the baby is the most 
precious and vulnerable thing in the 
world, and that, loo. is unbearable. 

Robust midwives invariably use the 
dismissive approach. “Have a gpod civ 
if you feel like it," says the Health Ed- 
ucation Authority’s Pregnancy Book. 
"and try In sleep, if you can.” 

The fourth day after Christmas, 
then, has nothing to do with calling 


birds. This is the day when ii i*. Ivsi 
to think of Mary weepiny - nut be- 
cause of any prescience "1 her son's 
death, nnr in anticipation of any fu- 
ture sorrows,, hut because her htulv 
and her soul have been telling her the 
enormity tifwhm she hasdune lor four 
long days, and now. all uf once, it is 
sinking in. 

This helps m explain the hymn 
which I sang at school (to ihc tune of 
Quern pastures ) years before 1 knew 
about such things: 

Jesus gntKl .ihove j|| Miher. 

Gentle child of gentle mother. 

In a stable horn nur brother. 

Give us grace in per-ersevere. 

Duff Iasi line. 1 thought, budding Eng- 
lish star that I was, A belter line would 
have been something like: “Lei us all 
be ha-appy now" (budding English star 
that I wasn t ). Bui perseverance, for 
Mary and for us, seems somehow the 
most appropriate grace to ask for in 
this season. 

How can this be? Four days aco. 
we were singing about the “news" of 
great joy. news of greal mirth". So why 
should men on earth be so sad? The 


elixim which traditionally descends on 
the o 'unity about ni iw, when there are 
only lhe sales or another repeat of 
Zulu (o look forward to. is usually 
Named on secular excess. Everyone 
is familiar with the taunt: “You spent 
*4' much time and energy celebrating 
in the run-up to Christmas, you're too 
tired and jaded hi enjoy it properly 
now it s here." Had we followed the 
Church's teaching, the season of Ad- 
vent would have been one of prayer 
and penitence, meditation on the 
four last things (death, judgement, 
heaven, hell), and quiet preparation 
for the celebration of the Incantation. 
That would have left us ready to cel- 
ebrate Christmas, which, liturgicaliy, 
only begins on Christmas Eve and lasts 
till Epiphany. 

Bui how does the Church mark the 
firsi day after Christmas? It is the feast 
day of St Stephen, the first martyr, 
stoned to death for voicing his vision 
of Jesus in heaven, standing on the 
nghl hand of God. There is some 
respiLe the following day, which is the 
feast of the austere gospel-writer St 
John. Bui next comes Holy Innocents, 


when Christians dwell on Herod’s 
massacre of all the children in Beth- 
lehem. No matter that, chronologi- 
cally, this happened after the wise men 
had visited the stable and ought, 
therefore, to be commemorated 
sometime after Epiphany: certainly no 
earlier than the middle of January, 
considering how long it would have 
taken Herod to discover that the wise 
men had gone home the back way. 

On 29 December we can relax just 
a little, with only local saints and mar- 
tyrs being marked in the calendar. In 
England we have Thomas a Beckeu 
brutally hacked down with swords in 
Canterbury Cathedral in 1170. Ac- 
cording to the accounts, this did take 
place on 29 December, so there isn’t 
a lot of leeway here. And so on. 

So. the gloom of this post-Christmas, 
or liturgicaliy, mid-Christmas, period 
has been around for a long lime, and 
ought even pre-date the first showing 
of Zulu (though this is dubious) 
Many reasons for this are given. 
First, it is still winter. The midwinter 
feasting is a burst of laughter in the 

rk: there will be a long stretch be- 


fore spring appears. Second, and re- 
lated to this, life and death go on as 
before. A child has come into the ■ 

world; but the same number of peo- 
ple will go out of it as usual - proba- v 

bly more, given the cold. The • 

Christian calendar, above all things, 
is a testimony of the relentlessness of » 
death, however nobly borne. L 

But, above all things, it is the na- ■ " “wll 
ftire of the Christian religion that hap- IQ 

piness and sadness are never parted 
for long. With the help of the calen- ' 
dar we live within the story of Christ, 
where the elements of tragedy and 
comedy are indivisible - until the res- 
urrection. The due comes in the 
Easter season, when celebration fol- 
lows gloom: a mirror image of Cbiist- 
mas. We might grumble about kflljqy 
religion, which won’t let us forget our- ‘ 
selves in unbridled happiness; we 
never complain about kill-gloom re- £ 
hgion, which won’t allow us to lose " 
ourselves in hopeless despair. Have - - \ -4 I 1 

iLtheiLThe - U » *, 1 « f 
baby blues are real, and should not be 'Hi 
dismissed. But the fierceness ofthe - 
pam will pass, and the joy will not 
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A word in 
your era 


I couldn’t be Jagger; how about Donovan? 
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Singleton, Middle 
Youth, Fat Cat, 
New Lad and 
Carpetbagger. 
Members of the 
government front 
bench or the latest 
fivesome to take 
over the Spice Girls 
mantle? No - 
they’re ail words 
that supposedly 
sum up the last 
year. But what will 
lexicographers 
remember 1998 for? 

Generation E 
New term coined for 
199S's archetypal 
teenager. Sends E- 
maii. lakes E's, lives on 
a staple diet of E num- 
bers, is in social group 
E, gets an E In his 
GCSE exams, and fi- 
nally drops dead of E 
Coli contracted from a 

dodgy takeaway. 

Bratpop 

Following the smash hit 
Teletubbies single, oth- 
er pre-school favourites 
bid for chart success in 
’98. Most memorably, 
the Blue Peter 
labrador's controversial 
“Smack My Bitch Up”. 

Spouse Girl 
Elbowing aside the 
Singleton and the 
Spice Girl, 1998 
woman is epitomised 
by Ffion Hague, or 
“Supporty Spouse”. 

She would never 
dream of showing her 
Union Jack knickers to 
crowds of supporters, 
unless her husband's 
stance on devolution 
necessitates it 

Middle Age Travellers 

Well-heeled couples 
who choose to live a 
nomadic lifestyle, set- 
ting up camp in their 
(luxury, five-berth, TV- 
and-video as standard) 
mobile homes and join- 
ing whatever environ- 
mental protest happens 
to be particularly in 
vogue at the moment. 
Attract bitterness from 
local residents for their 
habit of leaving farm- 
ers fields strewn with 
attractive pine-effect 
garden furniture, B&Q 
barbecue sets and or- 
namental fishponds. 

Virtual Royalty 

Her Majesty's 1998 
Christmas Message to 
the Commonwealth 
breaks even more 
boundaries than last 
year's, when the Queen 
is seen wearing headset 
and goggles, wandering 
through an artificial 
Britain where every- 
thing is OK, and the fu- 
ture for the monarchy 
looks safe and secure. 


Spin Aromatherapist 
Spin Doctors were 
called upon to revamp 
the image of... Spin 
Doctors, when focus 
groups found that they 
were considered 
“shady and unprinci- 
pled'’. The Spin Aro- 
matherapist introduced 
more caring and natur- 
al trays to make dodgy 
. v* ministers come up 
; smelling of roses. 


Sound Bulimia 

Psychological disorder 
prevalent in 1998 
amongst slressed-oul 
media figures. Suffer- 
ers regularly binge out 
on soundbites, before 
taking back the entire 
lot to save face. 

Hari Kari 

Having discovered that 
moving their desk to 
face the window in ac- 
cordance with Feng 
Shui law does not in 
fact improve their 
emotional wellbeing, fi- 
nanciers affected by 
the Eastern stockmar- 
kei crisis decide to 
adopt an alternative 
Oriental practice - and 
jump out of the win- 
dow instead. 

New Lucid 

Spearheading the back- 
lash against new tech- 
nology, the New Ludd 
fled by millionaire 
“outrepreneur” Bill 
Deedes) is happy to sit 
back, wait until the 
world's computers all 
crash in the year 2000, 
then smugly say “I told 
you so". 

Paula Jones... 

whose 1998 bestseller, 
“Paula Jones' Diary", 
struck a chord with the 
countless young women 
to have been offered 
sex in a bote) room by a 
leading politician. 

Skinny Bitches 

With “Fhl Gats” safely 
consigned to public dis- 
dain, the field is dear 
for ruthless middle aged 
women with fashionable 
eating disorders to seize 
power and influence - 
over the country’s 
biggest corporations. 

Domopbobia 
Harbouring an unfair- 
ly prejudiced attitude 
to the Millennium 
Dome Project, and re- 
fusing to touch any- 
thing connected with it 
- despite reassurances 
that it will only ever 
actually affect one-in- 
five-hundred-thousand 
people. 

Wonderbram 

Gossard's latest inno- 
vation, as worn by ail 
top supermodels in 
1998. The “wonder- 
brain’' artificially en- 
hances a tiny 
intelligence and en- 
hances the wearer’s 
frontal lobes - instantly 
lifting her IQ at least 
two points. And no- 
one need ever know! 

New British 
Term coined in 1997 to 
refer to “New British 
cuisine”, the culinary 
style encompassing a 
mixture of Pacific Rim, 
Chinese, Italian, 

French, Indian and 
Mexican. Used in 1998 
to describe “New 
British" sporting he- 
roes, eg those born rxi 
Canada. 

Loan Parents 
Dysfunctional couples 
who have split up due 
to the pressure of hav- 
ing to pay for their kids 
to go to university. 

Debbie Barham 


John Welsh didn't make an 
actual resolution to 
become a nock star. It 
just sort of happened. 
But finally resolving not 
to be - that was 
something far more 
weightily determined. 


I started young. At eight I sang 
a wobbly descant in the class 
choir. Our music teacher, an 
irascible Free French dmignS 
called Mr Laloux, thumped a 
pre-war joanna and endured 
our ragged singing with con- 
tempt. He had never recovered 
from the mid-Fiflics revolution 
in papular music. “You fellows," 
be said a thousand times, “are 
always talking about zer Beat: 
but of zer ihyzm you have not 
zer faintest idea”. In the mid- 
dle of a Handel largo, one day, 
he noticed 1 was singing so far 
off-key it could have been 
counterpoint- 1 was invited out 
of my seat and into the ranks 
of the real singers. My preco- 
ciously low voice offered a 
kind of seraphic bass-line to the 
cherubic falsettos. I could hold 
a note, if not a tunc. It was 
enough- 1 was launched. 

At 12, I fashioned a rudi- 
mentary drum-kit from the 
plastic stalks that held the con- 
stituents of an Airfix model kit. 
Surrounded by old shoeboxes 
and saucepan lids, 1 percussed 
along to the first record I ever 
bought. Cilia Black's “Anyone 
Who Had a Heart”. There was 
little sophistication involved. 1 
whacked and belaboured the in- 
offensive cardboard, I dinged 
and banged at the tarnished 
kitchen steel like Animal in the 
Muppet Show. By then 1 was up 
to Grade Five in the external 
piano exams of the Guildhall, 
but my heart never leapt at the 
plonking discords of the Bela 
Bartfik pieces I had to practice. 
It was 1965 and the Rolling 
Stones were abroad, and Kei- 
th’s rhythm guitar had gone 
straight into the bloodstream.. 
“This could be the last time,” 

I sang to myself, prophetically, 
as I headed for one of my last 
music lessons with a severe 
Anglo-Irish spinster. In vain did 
she point out that the Stones 
tune was a worthless two-note 
confection with a predictable 
Relative Fourth in the chorus. 

I didn't care. 

Serving mass in Catholic 
Battersea, 1 used to stand on the 
lip of the altar after Commu- 
nion and swing a thurible full 
of smoking incense at the seal- 
ed congregation. The crowd 
would rise respectfully to their 
feet and I'd bless them with holy 
smoke. But in my bead, the 
faithful were an audience, the 
altar was the stage of the 
Roundhouse, the censer was a 
microphone stand and I was 
Mick Jagger about to knock 'em 
dead with “You Can’t Always 
Ger What You Want”, accom- 
panied by both the Stones and 
the London Bach Choir. At 16 
things suddenly got real. My 
Irish cousin John Louis taught 
me to play “The Times They 
Are A-Changm”' on a Spanish 
guitar, and I was booked. 7 
bought my own instrument, a 
bashed- up acoustic with nylon 
strings, from a schoolfriend 
for £11, scrutinised a chord 
book and stayed up nights won- 
dering if Td ever be able to mas- 
ter the stiff-fingered “bridge” 
across ah six strings that was ob- 
viously a sine qua non for play- 
ing in the key of B or F Major. 

By 17. I was a performer. 
Ladies and gentlemen, Mr Mu- 
sic. On holidays in Ireland, be- 
fore an audience of indulgent 
Galway re lathes. I would bash 
out “American Pie“ and "Hard 
Rain's Gonna Fall”, the two 





most lyrically exhausting pieces 
of music outside Wagner's Ring 
Cycle. I had a phenomenal 
memory for the cheaply apoc- 
alyptic. Uncle Walter and the 
nun aunties had little clue what 
I was on about, but liked the 
noise it made. I single-handedly 
introduced Leonard Cohen's 
suave neo-Biblkal seductions 10 
young and impressionable fe- 
males on the house-party cir- 
cuit. “Come travelling lady, 
stay a while, until the night is 
over” I'd sing in a factitiously 
world-weary drawl. I whu had 
at thaL stage still never seen a 
lady, travelling or otherwise, in 
her underclothes. I went pub- 
lic. I played in pubs, where the 
locals were so startled to hear 
an English voice singing Fen- 
ian rebel songs (“Come Out, 
You Black and Tans”) inter- 
spersed with Joni Mitchell 
numbers, they forgot to throw 
empty stout bottles. 

Back in London, the music 
world had bifurcated in the ear- 
ly Seventies. Half the popula- 
tion were listening to heavy 
metal - Led Zeppelin, Deep 
Purple, Black Sabbath - ami the 
other half to the gruff ininv- 
spcctions of James Taylor and 
Neil Young and a dozen other 
singer-songwriter*. I was, nat- 
urally. with the fatter tenden- 
cy. Where Dylan had led. 10 
years earlier. J was following, a 
wand’ ring troubadour desper- 
ate for attention. I wrote a few 
pathetic. sub-Donovan lyrics 
(■■When the night creeps up my 
sutits/I will call for you...”) and 
tried to make a demo by play- 
ing the melody on guitar, piano, 
balalaika and tin whistle, and 
multi-tracking the result onto 
an open-reel tape -recorder with 


the aid of a microphone and a 
stop-watch. It was ghastly. And 
yet somehow brilliant. Some- 
how touched with genius. A 
young Phil Speclor, a young 
George Martin, a young Paul 
Me... No, all right then, it was 
just ghastly. 

At university, the nascent 
troubadour and the aspirant 
rock star both ran into a prob- 
lem. Everybody else was doing 


ical, on rhythm: Simon, dour 
and saturnine, on bass; Piers, 
handsome, blond and public- 
school. on drums: and moi 
{pouting, willowy and petri- 
fied) on lead vocals and, you 
know, irrepressible rock-star 
behaviour. Our name was a lit- 
tle political joke, from student- 
demo days, but we played 
serious rock ‘n’ roll in a variety 
of styles: "Tiffany Queen” by the 


RE S O LU TI ONS 

THE PUCE: A PUB IN 1REUND 


the same thing, and doing it far 
better. At the Oxford Guitar 
Society, everybody could, and 
did. play an instrumental called 
"Anji". I, tragically, could not. 
All the teenage charm with 
which I'd wowed drunken par- 
ty audiences in Athenry and 
Clarinhridge. all the six-chord 
expertise and the memory for 
impossible lyrics, all the passion 
with which J could supply a 
thrashing climax, couldn’t dis- 
guise the fact that the fat Bal- 
liol chemist beside me could 
play like Villa-Lobos and l 
sounded like a Celtic George 
Formhy. I had never learned to 
explore the melodic world be- 
yond the chords, the filigree of 
chromatic runs and harmonies 
and improvisation. I should 
have given up then. But that’s 
when 1 was asked to join a band. 

There were free of us in Hy- 
ing Wedge: Robert, painfully 
thin and endlessly creative, on 
lead guitar, Toss ( us in Thomas ), 
purse-lipped, energetic and cyn- 


Byrds: Rock 'n‘ Roll Music" by 
the Beaties: “Shake Ybur Mon- 
ey Maker” by Fleetwood Mae. 
“ Domino ” by Mur Morrison, 
‘■Suffragette City” by David 
Bowie. We practised every week 
at a friend's rooms in Keble 
Road, and performed in the col- 
lege buttery. There were pow- 
er chords from Toss, highspeed 
snki chirpings from Robert, 
growly bass-lines from Simon, 
and an unloseable back-beat 
from Piers. What they had from 
me was a strong blues-shouter 
voice that sounded wobbly or 
merely petulant in quieter mo- 
ments. I could swing a micro- 
phone stand with the best of 
them. Unfortunately 1 couldn't 
sing into the thing at the top of 
it with real conviction. And my 
be tween-songs patter lacked 
the common touch. “The next 
number is by Robert and is very 
much our piece tie resistance 
I would burble, “Our chef d’oeu - 
m* and signature dish, our...” 
Jeers and cries of “Gel on with 


it" followed. It was not, perhaps, 
the coolest attitude to strike in 
1973. 

Before 1 knew it, I was out 
on my ear. One day my fellow 
musicians stopped talking mu- 
sic when I was near. The next 
lime I walked into the buttery, 
a huge hairy git called Jim was 
handling the vocals with the 
sensitivity of a hammer going 
through a granite sidewalk. He 
was, on the other hand, con- 
vincingly sexy. When he’d fin- 
ished “Walk in My Shadow" 
(“When I get you in the shad- 
ow, baby/ Tm gonna Jay you on 
the floor’), tire whole room 
seemed to shudder with post- 
coital aftershock. Damn, damn, 
damn. 1 shambled off into the 
night, cursing softly, the very 
model of a redundant rocker. 

I was on a plane to Ireland 
again, scene of many triumphs, 
with my Yamaha stashed at the 
back, waiting for me to resume 
my solo career. If I couldn’t be 
Jagger or Jim Morrison, I might 
as well be Donovan or Leonard 
Cohen, or even A/ Stewart This 
was what I’d always been des- 
tined for. through choirs and 
descants and rudimentary drum 
kits and balalaika solos in the 
bathroom, and abortive rela- 
tions with snotty Oxford college 
bands. This was it. Td be the 
endlessly travelling, passion- 
ate solitary, the kinetic minstreL 
Td write my own songs. Td learn 
the chord shape for B flat mi- 
nor. The chicks would lap it up. 

In a pub on the Clare/Tip- 
perary border. 1 played Co- 
hen's “Last Year s Man" to an 
audience of uncomprehending 


oldies. “Tba’s desperate stuff,” 
said one of them. “Can ye not 
play ‘The Old Bog Road’?" 
Sure that there must be some 
groovy young things lurking in 
there, I played Bowie's “Star- 
man", off the Ziggy Stardust LP. 
The volume of conversation 
grew. I threw in “Heart of 
Gold” by Neil Young, a guar- 
anteed crowd-pleaser at my un- 
cle's parties. “Excuse me now," . 
said a man pushing past on his 
way to the Gents, and briefly 
damping his hand round the top 
of the guitar neck, silencing the 
accompaniment and leaving my 
voice to quaver alone. “John,” 
called out a one-time friend. 
“Can ya sing Tar Away 1 ?” “How 
does it go?” I asked, before the 
penny dropped. “If you play ‘By 
The Window’, we ’ll help ye 
out,” called another, to gener- 
al laughter. As soon as was de- 
cently possible. I left 

In the car park, a trio of 
urchins were jumping on 
bumpers, for the bliss of de- 
struction. “Hey raisther,” one 
called, “Whyn’t ya play us an ole 
song?". The rambling trouba- 
dour never felt more lonesome 
in his life. It wasn't a creative 
feeling. I didn't have the blues. 

1 didn’t have the talent to be- 
come what I'd so long dreamed 
of. Like a character in Michael 
Frayn’s The Tm Men, 1 looked 
down at the strings, the machine 
heads, the struts and frets and 
studs and wires of my beloved 
guitar with its applique butter- 
fly. It seemed to be dying of ne- 
glect. “Okay, you guys,” I said. . 
I’ll never bother you again”. 
And I didn't. 


Tomorrow: Suzanne Moore’s biggest test was more grown 
up than getting a mortgage, than having children even— 


found robins of the unbearably gifted 
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1 offer you unedited 
highlights and the 
chance to enter a 
competition. A year’s 
supply of tap dancing, 
-choral singing and floral 
artistry lessons for the 
oldest child of the 
reader who can rival this 
with a round robin from 
a more highly 
achieving family 


You would tell me, wouldn't 
you, if this column was 
starting to sound like a 
round robin? Every 
Christmas my parents 
receive one from the 
daughter of an old friend 
andit never fails to throw us 
all in tu a parenting 
inadequacy crisis. 1 could 
simply reprint it here and 
you would think I was doing 
a rather brilliant parody of 
the genre, hut then I would 
feel morally obliged to give 
Mother Robin the fee which 
she would doubtless spend 
on adding to her offspring s 


talents, making next year"* 
newsletter even more 
difficult to stomach. So 
instead 1 offer you unedited 
highlights and the chance to 
enter a competition. A year s 
supply of tap dancing, choral 
singing and floral artistry 
lessons for the oldest child 
of the reader who can rival 
this with a round robin from 
a more highly achieving 
family. 

Let's begin with the 
youngest child, whu has just 
started secondary school. 

“He enjoys must sports, 
especially tennis. However. 


his singing and music making 
continue to dominate his 
afleT school schedule, adding 
trombone to keyboard 
earlier (his year (very 
successful .source of sisterly 
irritation!) He had a great 
time with the County Boys 
Choir in July in a joint 
concert with a visiting 
Eisteddfod choir ... He has 
al.v > just had a second 
audition for the National 
Youth Music Theatre in 
London - all great 
experience". (The seemingly 
casual asides in round robins 
arc an art in themselves - 


without being too explicit, 
and thereby bringing down 
the unassailably positive 
tone, you can read in them 
the down side of Perfect 
Family Life, In other words: 
voung Robert didn't geL in. 
Yesss!) 

But onwards and 
upwards. After a long list of 
the Family's theatrical 
triumphs we get to middle 
daughter’s accomplishments. 
“Clare, like .Andrea, sings in 
two school choirs and church 
choir. She also plays her 
clarinet in the school band 
and youth music group. She 


likes gym, especially 
trampolining, and tennis and 
swimming.” Andrea, 
meanwhile, “probably has 
too many interests and 
persuading her to cut back in 
her GCSE year is proving 
equally challenging. She has 
become a school prefect this 
year and been awarded her 
choir colours. Her great 
relaxation is the piano and 
she hopes lo do Grade b at 
Easter. She is taking 10 
GCSEs...” 

1 shall spare you the 
husband's triumphs but 
suffice lo say (in round robin 


speak that means I'm going 
to tell you anyway), they 
involve hot air ballooning, 
scaling Monroes and 
chairmanship of the local 
tennis club... 

Entries, please, to 
Unbearably Talented Robins 
Competition, The judges - 
me and my nephew Joel who 
“probably has too few 
interests” (his mother found 
persuading him to get out of 
bed in his-GCSEyear 
particularly challenging) - 
reserve the right to withhold 
the prize in the interests of 
your child's development. 


!»»**** 


e -I, 





t he independent 

MONDAY 29 DECEM BER 1997 


14 


14/LEADER & LETTERS 


Why Arnie can’t take the rap for juvenile violence 


Stick to 

let 



EDITOR; ANDREW MARR. 

DEPUTY EDITOR; COLIN HUGHES. 
ADDRESS: I CANADA SQyARE. 
CANARY WHARF. 

LONDON E14 5DL 
TELEPHONE: 0171 293 2000 
OR 0171 345 2000 
FAX: 0171 293 2435 
OR 0171-34 5 2435 


On Boxing Day BBC1 showed True Lies , 
a thriller starring Arnold Schwarzen egge r. 
The film was bloc 'y and action-packed 
It was broadcast wefl after the “watershed", 
but even in the best-regulated households 
children are up and about over Christmas, 
so the movie was probably seen by many 
under-age viewers. 

So what? Does it matter? Not a lot 
is probably the answer. Real violence in 
the real world is wbat matters. 

The questions that bother the police 
and the juvenile courts - let alone the rest 
of us as potential victims - have little to 
do with Schwarzenegger. Today we report 
research from psychologists at Birming- 
ham University commissioned by the 
Home Office which, yet again, invites us 
to stop worrying so much about media 
effects and concentrate on causes. People 
use the media, not vice versa. People with 
violent dispositions seek out violent 
material. Films and videos do not cause 
hordes of otherwise level-headed people, 


young or old. to rush out into the streets 
brandishing an Uzi shouting “make my 
day”. 

Study after study since the late I VNfc*. 
based on samples large and small, have 
found no evidence Lhat violence in film or 
television or video (this study concentrates 
on videos) is the specific cause of violent 
behaviour in viewers. That is not the same 
as saying that film violence has no effect. 
Common sense says it probably docs: it 
probably causes considerable distress in 
many young minds, never mind adult ones. 
In others it probably triggers little imag- 
inative response at all. Some people find 
fairground rides terrifying, others think 
they're a hoot. What's new? The justifi- 
cation for keeping video nasties out of 
children's reach (so far as that is possible ) 
is the distress that may be caused. They 
are hardly likely to turn decent young 
people into vicious monsters. 

Viewers, including children, bring to 
video and television their own expectations 


and standards. And the idea that television 
and video sends discrete “messages 
ridiculous. How. lor example, to decode 
the fact that one night Schwarzenegger 
appears as ultra-violent action man. then 
the next (on Saturday in the movie 7 Wins) 
as gentle giant with heart of gold? View- 
ers have no trouble dealing with a multi- 
layered fictional universe that has only a 
glancing relationship with reality. 

The" Birmingham research is non- 
committal on the question of effects 
because its principal finding is that v iolenl 
videos are. so to speak, innocent parties. 
Young people with criminal convictions tor 
v iolcnce seek oul violent videos and view 
them much more intensively lhan cither 
young people with non-violeni convictions 
or young people in general. If you are hik- 
ing for reasons why some children end up 
in court, what they watch on the screen 
is me re I v a svmptom of their disturbance. 
This study confirms that children who 
become violent come from violent homes. 


y elsewhere, from the 
newspapers, perhaps pup h 

their violent mentors on the sw ■ 

to know - indeed, the « nuie (a 

he has probably already learnt more than 

anyone would want to know at his father 

^^^iTL-^nfrom this research is that 
violence is .he issue, not video, as .such. 
Provenlinc tnuth crime means address 
ing [he .riekies. of social poh<* quest.O^. 
how- and when to intervene in families Uiat 
are dvsfunctional. to prevent parents 
bringinc children up in patterns of 
behaviour that arc going to .mpose high 


costs on the rest of us, beM . ' 

become their victims or have to pity for 

their incarceration. - - ^ -- 

The public interest lies in emanc^at- 

chfldreo from the ndeof^^^o, 

rwrulariv use vjolenoe in the hon». Bdttfe 

is usually a poor instrumentftfffe 

ins children up. State care can be eqnalty 
abusive, not only in the 
also in the sense that children wlroareco- 
lated from their natural comroon$poften 
react as isolated people do: angity. • 
Intensive monitoring of probjem-iam- 
ilies is costly. Yet casework based op the 
dosest co-operation of teachers* health v»>- - 
itors, housing officials and soaal semes . 
departments is often the only way to mit- 
igate the effects of parental delinquency. 

On Boxing Day, the problem wasnot that . 
a violent film was shown on television, but 
that in too many households festivity wflL 
already have given way to routine, 
aggression which the film might appear to 
validate. 
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Lords reform 

Sir. I am glad to see The Inde- 
pendent Heading article, 22 De- 
cember) take the question of 
Lords reform beyond titles and 
hereditary attendance. A re- 
newed House of Lords should 
complement the Commons in 
those functions of Parliament 
which the Co mm ons has not 
been adequately covering. 

First and foremost Parlia- 
ment should be the people's 
scrutineer ofgovernmenLThis 
above all. under party pressure 
and lack of time and resources. 
MPs have not been doing. 

Second, there have been 
major continuing issues and ar- 
eas of policy which the Com- 
mons have been consistently 
failing to lake hold of. It is the 
Lords themselves who have al- 
ready done most in vetting 
EU legislation. But there are 
other black holes in Parlia- 
mentary scrutiny - world en- 
vironment, aid and trade issues 
abroad, health and education 
strategy at home. House of 
Lords reform needs to identi- 
ty these neglected functions 
and then elect the right men 
and women to do the work, 
with the necessary tools for 
the job. 

WILLIAM WYNDHAM 
Lewes. East Sussex 

Sin Since the reformed Upper 
House maybe in place before 
we have a House of Commons 
elected on a proportional sys- 
tem. it would be inappropriate 
for its members to be elected 
on such a system with geo- 
graphical constituencies, or 
it would be seen to be more 
representative than the 
Commons. 

A better arrangement would 
be for most members to be 
elected by specified interest 
groups, such as professional 
associations, trades unions, em- 
ployers’ confederations, con- 
sumer and environmental 
organisations, and (he like. 
There is precedent for such a 
system in the European 
Union s Economic and Social 
Committee w’hich. although 
largely unknown to the public, 
often questions proposed Eu- 
ropean legislation with exem- 
plary’ thoroughness because of 
the professional knowledge of 
its members. 

Another precedent is the 
Church of England's repre- 
sentation in the House of Lords 
by a limited number of bishops. 
Clearly there would need to be 
extensive consultation on which 
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groups should be represented 
and how new ones could re- 
place ones of declining impor- 
tance. This process would best 
be started by a Royal Com- 
mission, followed by debate in 
Parliament. 

It would be useful to con- 
tinue to have some appointed 
members, like the present life 
peers, chosen from the ranks of 
men and women of distinction. 
They would provide continuity 
and would also be a source for 
ministers, as it would be nec- 
essary for the Government to 
be formally represented in the 
Upper House 

Such a revised Upper House 
would hardly be content with 
the limited current powers of 
the House of Lords. There 
would be more frequent clash- 
es with ihe Commons and more 
need to compromise to ensure 
that legislation was soundly 
drafted. In a mature democra- 
cy that is what Parliament 
should be doing. 

Dr GRANT LEWISON 
Richmond, Surrey 


Prison suicides 

Sin The Chief Inspector of 
Prisons' forthcoming inquiry 
into prison suicides (“Young 
man's cell death sparks big jail 
suicide inquiry”, 24 December) 
is welcome. The inquiiy's find- 
ings will help to establish why 
the Prison Service’s guidelines 
on suicide awareness, which in 
themselves are excellent, are in- 
sufficient to prevent over 60 sui- 
cides a year. 

There are two important 
changes elsewhere in the crim- 
inal justice system which would 
help to reduce prison suicides. 
First, the Government must 
strongly encourage courts to re- 
verse their rapidly increasing 
use of prison sentences and 
must reinstate Lhe budget cuts 
which have reduced prison 
staffing and regimes. When 
prisons are severely over- 
stretched, there is a greater risk 
that they will overlook poten- 
tially suicidal prisoners. Re- 
stricted regimes can also 
worsen the depression which 


drives prisoners to take their 
own lives. 

Second, a breakdown of the 
60 self-inflicted deaths in prison 
in 1995-96 shows that 47 per 
cent had a known previous 
psychiatric history. An exten- 
sion of psychiatric assessment 
services at police stations and 
courts, together with the im- 
proved range of hospital and 
community facilities needed to 
back them up, is needed to di- 
vert more mentally disturbed 
offenders into health and social 
care rather than overcrowded 
jails. 

PAUL CAVADINO 
Chair 

Penal Affairs Consortium 
London 51V9 

Doctors on drugs 

Sin lan Burrell is to be con- 
gratulated on his coverage of 
the problem of addiction and 
dependence on alcohol and 
other drugs among doctors and 
others treating patients (“Doc- 
tors turn to drugs to ease pres- 


sures”, 23 December). How- 
ever, l would like to clarity one 
point. 

He states that estimates 
submitted to the British Med- 
ical Association suggest that up 
to 14.000 doctors (more Lhan 13 
per cent of the medical work- 
force) have alcohol or drug ad- 
diction problems. The actual 
estimate is considerably less 
lhan 10 per cent and is based 
on “some degree of depen- 
dence” which is not synony- 
mous with addiction. A doctor 
may drink one or two glasses « 
wine each evening, and he de- 
pendent on doing so. but it is 
not necessarily a problem anti 
he may slop without difficulty. 

The nature of addiction, 
commonly associated with lack 
of insight, denial and secrecy, 
means lhal estimates « if the size 
of the problem arc totally un- 
reliable. Our concerns fncus not 
on the number of doctors af- 
fected by the misuse of alcohol 
and other drugs but on ensur- 
ing that patients are not pul at 
risk and that affected dncmrs 


have access \> > treatment as ear- 
ly as possible. 

BILLONULL 
Scientific . ld\i\er 
British 1 ledn ul A.\.\i niaiion 
London If *< 7 

West Bank PO 

Sir: Your lesii\c report on the 
busy post i. nice in Bethlehem. 
Carmarthenshire (24 Decem- 
ber) indicates that the original 
Christmas Bethlehem is in Is- 
rael. In fact, it is in the West 
Bank and is one of (he main 
towns o] the Palestine Nation- 
al Authority. 

This point is not merely of 
piislal interest: important issues 
of land, justice and peace are 
involved. As the new millenni- 
um dawns, large numbers nf 
people may make the pilgrim- 
age to Bethlehem and post 
their Christmas mail there. H 
will be important for them it* 
appreciate who is doing the 
(ranking. 

STEPHEN WNELD 
Southampton 


Treasury ‘war chest’ 

Sir Gavyn Davies (column, 15 
December) suggests that Lib- 
eral Democrat figures showing 
that Gordon Brown is piling up 
a pre-election cash “war chest” 
are “just pie in the sky”. 

Mr Davies was present 
when expert advisers gave ev- 
idence to the Treasuiy Select 
Committee. Among them was 
Andrew Dilnot, of the widely 
respected Institute for Fiscal 
Studies, who agreed that the 
Government’s Budget figures 
had left oul the revenues from 
abolishing advanced corpora- 
tion tax (£7.7bn). and that the 
VAT assumptions being made 
were 'very, very cautious”. Mr 
Dilnot concluded that: “At 
every possible point, I think the 
Government has quite delib- 
erately taken a cautious stance 
| with its borrowing forecasts].” 
MALCOLM BRUCE MP 
Liberal Democrat Treasury 
Spokesman 
H,in\e of Commons 
London Sir/ 


Sir: Some years ago. in xfty.eafr 
Iy days as a hunt saboteur, 1 was 
told by a bimt follower that one 
of the hounds had beeH poi- 
soned. 1 approached the vehi- 
cle where the hound was being 
retrained and asked if it was 

really ill. Being taken for a hunt , 
supporter, I was told that it was 
all right really, but that they - 
wanted to get rid of the “antis” 
by accusing them of poisoning' . 
the hounds. 

Now it may well be that the- . 
dogs from the Tredegar Farm- 
ers' Pack had been poisoned 
(“Saboteurs accused of poi- 
soning”, 27 December), per- j| 
haps tty eating a conta min ated 
carcass, or poison put down ' 
to kill so-called pests, but 
whatever the case, it would 
most certainly not have been 
caused by hunt saboteurs. We 
go out with the express pur- 
pose of saving lives, and we are 
driven by compassion, an emo- 
tion which those whose pas- 
time is to chase an animal to 
exhaustion and then see it 
torn to pieces in the name of 
sport may find difficult to 
comprehend. 

JULIE ROXBURGH 
Leatherhead, Surrey 

Sir: Fran Abrams has it wrong 
about Michael Foster, Labour 
MP for Worcester (“Maiden 
speeches that came top of the 
class", 22 December). He de- 
clared his anti-hunting bill 
some weeks after he came first 
in the ballot for private mem- 
bers’ bills, not before. 

This was after he asked his 
constituents to write in with 
their wishes, and the vast ma- 
jority of respondents request- 
ed an anti-bunting bin. 

PETER WINTER 
Droitwich, Worcestershire 

Working for trouble 

Sir As your cartoon on 17 De- 
cember suggests, some miners.; 
dockers, shipbuilders and stee3P; 
workers will compare their 
plight in the 1980s to that of 
farmers now. Their industries 
suffered, as now, from foreign 
competition and their leaders 
too went cap in hand to suc- 
cessive governments asking for 
public money. 

One major difference is lhat 
while in the past some other in- 
dustries struck their way into 
trouble, farmers have worked 
their way into Jl 

JOHNSEDGOOSE 
Sedgefield, Co Duriiam 
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When an airline hostess goes berserk, and other quizzical oddities 



MILES 

KINGTON 


1 hope you all had a Happy 
Christmas and that most of 
you have by now nearly 
finished your Christmas 
shopping. Anyway, the 
traditional time has come to 
bring you the answers to our 
Grand Christmas Quiz, which 
I now gladly do. 

ARTS 

1. It is the only book by Jane 
Austen never to have been 
turned into television. 

2. Lord Rattle of 
Birmingham. 3. The full 
quotation was: “If the people 
who have been running the 
Royal Opera House in the 
1990s had been selling arms 
to Saddam Hussein instead, 
the Iraqis would now all be 


armed with wooden swords." 

4. Swwn Lake on stilts. 

5. A Spanish film called The 
Fidl Amontillado. 

6. Because it tamed oul that 
although he had been a 
Booker Prize judge two years 
running, he had never read 
any of the novels on the 
shortlist 

7. It is Salman Rushdie's 
current address. 

8. He has been asked to write 
Louise Woodward’s memoirs. 

9. An attempt to mix ballet 
and cooking. 

IQ. Because when Rossini 
gave up composing, he 
became a skilled chef, 
inventing new recipes, 
whereas Andrew Lloyd 
Webber has ended up simply 


writing a restaurant column, 
revewing other people's 
efforts. 

GOSSIP 

1. Fergie. 

2. The ill-fated attempt to 
make the Monaco Royal 
Family seem interesting. 

3. Fergie. 

4. He has been asked if he 
would be prepared to sing at 
Ellon John's funeral. 

5. Fergie. 

6. The only homosexual 
member of the Beatles. 

7. What To Tell Your 
Helicopter About Sex. by 
Sarah, Duchess of York. 

8. It is Angus Deayton's real 
name. 

9. He went to prison after 


being defended in court hy 
Give Anderson. 

10. She was a Fergie look- 
alike who sued the Duchess 
of York for becoming less 
famous and thus endungerini* 
her own income. 

SPORT 

L Arsenal, in 1936. wearing 
red shirts and white shorts. 
They were each fined £5. 

2. The price that Don King 
wants for a rematch between 
Mike Tyson and Evandcr 
Holyfield's other ear. 

3. They were the first English 
football club to go into a’ 
Premier League match 
without a single English 
player in the team. 

4. Jonah Lomu's sister. 


5. Because a greater 
percentage of people die 
front Formula One-linkcd 
deaths lhan from smoking- 
related diseases, 
n. The only England cricketer 
ever in have an aflcr-sha\e 
named after him. 

7. A religious cult in southern 
India which believes that 
Brian Johnston is still alive. 

8. The Pope's favourite 
baseball team. 

9. Mixed singles. 

UL The only time a game of 
bnules has been plavcd in the 
middle of Ihe M4. 

TRAVEL 

I. The name of a virulent hu* 
which can only live in airline* 
meals. 


2. There is no connection 
between Potters Bar and 
Beatrix Poller. (Pollers Bar 
iv of course, named after 
Stephen Potter.) 

3- A new restaurant at 
Terminal One, Heathrow, 
culled The Fi rehouse . 

the only film director 
who has specifically banned 
ms own movies from bcin» 

shown on international air 
rnchis. supposedly to avoid 

^ nsJv of having to watch 
them. 

A day return to Gibraltar, 
h- Because every fin* 

Richard Branson has a 
balloon disaster, bookings for 

X * & n Airl,n « drop bv ^ 

- u per cent. 

■ The emergency procedure 


that has to be followed when 
an airline stewardess goes 
berserk and starts attacking 
the passengers. 

8. In order to protest against 
the ludicrous cost of air fares 
to Paris, he attempted to 
send himself there by parcel 
post. 

9. Swimming across the 
Channel without a passport. 

10. The annual football 
match between Newport 
Pagneil Service Area 
Northbound and Newport 
Pagneil Service Area 
Southbound. 


I U bring you more quiz 
answers as and when space 
permit^. 
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Stick to small vices, and 
let the Big Ones follow 



THOMAS 
SUTCLIFFE 
SETS LIMITS TO 
HIS RESOLVE 


Has evwyone bad enough? It’s odd, isn’t 
it, how a cliche of hospitality, uttered hun- 
dreds of thousands of times over the past 
few days, should flow so seamlessly into the 
cliche with which we conventionally 
announce that we've reached the end of our 
patience. Weil, I've had quite enou gh I’m 
glutted to the point where I can honestly 
say that I'm hungry for nothing - so 
sharply famished, indeed, that I can almost 
smell it; clean, un cloying, unin tori eating 
nothing. What else tastes as good as 
denial, particularly after a solid bout of 
indulgence? (And if you are a real con- 
noisseur of self-mortification you w ill 
know already that it is a kind of gour- 
man dising too, the appetite for nothing 
being the most decadent luxury of all, one 
that cannot be appreciated by those who 
have access to nothing all year round.) 

Hardly surprising, then, that this is the 
time of year associated with resolution. It 
isn’t really that the calendar provokes 
thoughts of a fresh start in us, the year ly- 
ing ahead as spotless as a new exercise book; 
it is more that our powers of consumption 
are now at their lowest ebb. Repletion has 
them in a full nelson, breathless, sweaty face 
pressed to the dusty canvas. 

So why not make a virtue out of 
necessity? Why not attempt to pass off this 
hapless submission to the limits of stom- 
ach and liver as a moment of moral re- 
assertion? The conscience comes bullying 
into the ring to lord it over an opponent 
safely incapable of resistance. And every 
year the conscience conveniently forgets 
that in about two weeks' time wayward 
appetite will recuperate and wipe the 
floor with it Give up smoking? Easy, when 
your mouth is still tarry from a brakes-off 
nicotine beano that would stun a Polish 
dockeT. Lay off the alcohol? No problem, 
when the words Appellation Contr&lee 
make the stomach lurch uneasily. But try 
saying the same tiring when consumption's 
bruises have healed, when it is spoiling for 
a fight again. Even Eton King wouldn't have 
the audacity to promote snch an ill- 
matched bout 

Which is why this year I will be making 
no large resolutions at all; nothing grand 
about diet or demeanour or general human 
benevolence. Let those come, if they do at 
all, on days less inauspicious for fulfilment, 
and let them be provoked -by some unease 
more permanent than dyspepsia or dis- 
tension. This year, instead, 1 have decid- 
ed to make only micro-resolutions - mere 
molecules of determination. No grand. New 


Frontier declarations, no moon-shots of 
self-improvement - nothing more chal- 
lenging, in fact, than a local bus-ride. This 
way I stand some chance of success and, 
who knows, these tiny seeds of ameliora- 
tion might thrive, extending tendrils into 
unexpected quarters. Perhaps, as with 
Zero Tolerance policing, you have to begin 
with the trivial derails in order to change 
the big picture. 

This is my list so far. I will never lake 
a telephone number down on a scrap of pa- 
per without noting the name to which it is 
attached (and, where necessary, an 
explanation of who that person is). This is 
going to be a year in which I don’t have to 
ring numbers simply to find out whether 1 
really want to ring them at all. • 

I will no longer save mysterious pieces 
of plastic/solitary screws/PlaymobQ pirate 
neckties in a little dish on the mantelpiece, 
where they form an entropic pot-pourri, 
reminding me that everything around me 
is hastening towards universal disassembly. 
They will be summarily binned on capture. 

I will not stick dirty plates into a clean 
load in the dishwasher and put it through 
the cycle again in the hope that my wife will 
not find out and will unstuck the whole thing 
later. I will keep the little plastic capsule 
that the roll of film comes in somewhere 
safe, so that when it is ready for develop- 
ing it can go back into same, rather than 
into the capsule borrowed from the next 
roll of film. Ditto video cassette boxes, CD 
covers, etc, etc ... 

I will not stuff bills into a folder marked 
Bills to be Paid, in the hope that this will 
make it more likely that they arc paid on 
time rather than less likely. I will change 
the sheets before they turn beige. 1 will not 
purchase grapefruits in the belief that I am 
going to have a healthy breakfast tomor- 
row. I will buy them only for their deco- 
rative qualities. I will throw them away 
before their decorative qualities have 
diminished so far as to render them actively 
repulsive. 

I will not change lanes in heavy traffic, 
having been persuaded by repeated 
experiments that Einstein’s Law of Jam Rel- 
ativity is true; that is, from any given ob- 
servation paint the velocity of an adjacent 
stream of cars will always appear greater. 

When I find unidentified organic- sub- 
stances on the carpet I will not dispose of 
them in the gap between the wall and the 
back of the sofa, on the grounds that at least 
there they are out of reach of the baby. I 
will not spend time thinking about news- 
paper reports of fellow journalists' salaries. 
Failing that. Twill ask my wife to censor all 
such references with a heavy black mark- 
er pen before allowing me to read the 
paper. I will not pretend that when I watch 
Friends I am merely keeping a profession- 
al eye on a symptomatic element of pop- 
ular culture. Ditto Brookside and RugRais. 

And that should do, I think. No point 
in taking on any more than that, for the mo- 
ment. You can see in the undergrowth here 
the occasional glimpse of one of the big 
game animals conventionally aimed at by 
New Year’s resolutions: Pride. Envy, Sloth 
and so on. But I'm not aiming for any big 
trophies, lwill leave that for the young and 
the ambitious. I do have hopes, though, that 
as many as two or three of these miniatures 
might make it through the year unchipped 
and unstained. It may only mean a mod- 
est improvement on last year, but even mod- 
est improvement is better than nothing. 


Guns get into the Maze because 
it’s an extraordinary kind of a jail 



DAVID 
McKITTRICK 
ON KING RAT’S 
KILLING 


How, everyone asks, could it 
have happened: how on earth, 
in what is supposedly the UK's 
most secure peoal institution, 
could one set of desperadoes 
smuggle in two guns and 
assassinate another inmate? 

The answer is actually quite 
simple, for there are both 
precedents and explanations 
for what happened at the week- 
end. The key to the authorities' 
perpetual problems with the 
Maze lies in the fact that so 
many of its inmates think and 
act not just as individuals but 
as members of organised, 
resourceful and ruthless para- 
military groups. 

Prisoners in England suc- 
ceed in smuggling large amount 
of drugs into jails without any 
paramilitary organisation back- 
ing their efforts up. In North- 
ern Ireland, where prisoners 
have a comprehensive support 
system, it is hardly surprising 
that they can smuggle in large 
amounts of money, material 
and other services. 

In a contest between a 
system and an individual, the 
system trill normally win. But 
in the Maze, groups such as the 
IRA and INLA maintain com- 
mand structures which wield 
great influence, and which are 
closely linked to the organisa- 
tions on the outside. 

Thus the Maze works on a 
balance of power. The author- 
ities run the jail, but there are 
limitations to what they can do. 
limitations whose boundaries 
have been drawn up in blood. 

The central event in the 
jail’s history was the hunger 
strike of 1981, when 10 repub- 
licans starved themselves io 
death rather than conform to 
prison rules which equated 
them with non-paramilitary 
prisoners. Those 10 deaths, 
and the many others which 
look place on the streets dur- 
ing that traumatic period, 
plunged Northern Ireland into 
perhaps the worst convulsions 
it has seen. The communities 
reached new depths of polari- 
sation and division, creating 



Billy Wright: his penchant for self-publicity made him an ogre for republicans Photograph: Crispin Rodwefl/Reuter 


appalling new depths of bitter- 
ness. The IRA and Sinn Fein 
were revitalised, laying the 
basis for a new cycle of violence. 
It was a terrible time. 

The fact that 10 men went 
to their deaths made the point, 
in the starkest possible way, that 
imprisoned pararo Hit ants have 
an extraordinarily strong sense 
of community. The 10 individ- 
uals gave their lives for wbal 
they saw as the collective good. 

Since that awesome display 
of sacrifice and resistance, 
nobody has really believed that 
republican and loyalist prison- 
ers are the same as non-terror- 
ist inmates: they may be 
regarded as better, or as worse, 
but they cannot be viewed asm- 
distinguishable. Furthermore, 
those in authority have since 
then acknowledged that the 
Maze can be no ordinary 
prison, and that the para- 
militaiy groups will always exer- 
cise considerable power. The 
authorities have sought to min- 
imise that power as much as 
possible, but they have never 
managed to eradicate iu 

The prisoners and the para- 
military groups use various 
weapons against the system. 
Over the years almost 30 prison 
officers have been shot dead by 
the IRA on the outside. There 
are regular escape attempts, 
some of them on the most 
ambitious scale. In 1983, for 
example. IRA prisoners 
assembled an armoury of five 
guns, five hammers, 10 chisels 
and three screwdrivers. In the 


mass escape that followed, 35 
IRA members got through the 
gates, though most were re- 
captured. 

Such materials are just a pan 
of the contraband which has 
turned up over the years: real- 
istic facsimiles of rifles, together 
with mobile phones, video 
cameras and poteen stills have 
also turned up. 

The inquiry into the 1983 
break-out ranged over some of 
the ways that contraband could 
have been smuggled in. Apart 
from the obvious possibilities 
of visits, organisations have 
been able to infiltrate or 
intimidate private firms and 
tamper with supplies for 
delivery to the prison. The 
inquiry also concluded that 
the possibility that a member 
of staff had carried the guns in 
could not be discounted. 

Staff can be pressurised in 
a number of ways, including 
bribery and threats. A decade 
ago a senior officer, who on 
some nights was duty officer for 
the whole prison, with access to 
eveiy key, was found to be the 
victim of an IRA “boney-trap". 
He bad been lured into a 
relationship with a woman who 
was both an actress and an IRA 
intelligence officer. The plan 
was to free 25 or monj IRA 
prisoners in an operation using 
arms and explosives smuggled 
in by prison officers, along 
with a helicopter. Such plans 
are only possible when a large 
organisation is involved. 

The killing of Billy Wight 


the giving time - so why are we donating less? 



POLLY 

TOYNBEE 

ON TANGLED 
CHARITY LAW 


New is the giving season. Junk 
mail from a bizarre . array of 
charities clunks on tothe door- 


fading fast, along with the 
notion that the well-off have a 
duty to tithe themselves. So 
much for the right-wing view 
that charity could cake over the 
social duties of the state if the 
welfare state were closed 
down. 

A puny 150,000 people 
choose to pay on a Give As 
You Earn scheme with dona- 
tions deducted from the pay 
packet and charities gaming 
30 per cent extra in tax. 

The charity cheques 
scheme does even worse, 
though it is the most enjoyable 
way to give. You are given char- 
ity cheques for the sum you 
decide to donate annually; 
you can make them out when- 
ever you like to whoever you 
like and still get the extra 
30 per cent tax to donate. A 
donation of £250 gets you 


-■ cuanues ciunxs on lo-uie door- . — * 

mat, for this is the time of year £ 325 -worth of chanty cheques 
when charities puH m most to band out throughout the 
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once founded, their accumu- 
lated capital means they never 
die; on they go. as large, self- 
perpetuating organisations 
searching around for new 
tasks, in competition with each 
other for dwindling goodwill. 
Their might sometimes stands 
in the way of new groups that 
spring up in response to new 
real needs. 

Polling by the Charities 
Aid Foundation, which surveys 
the charity scene, suggests that 
people have less confidence in 
charities than they did. There 
is a growing uncertainty about 
what qualifies as genuinely 
worthy. Now that so many of 
them have contracts with social 
service departments, what 
should charities do that the 
state shouldn’t? And where 
does the Lottery fit in? 

Gordon Brown suddenly 
announced a new tax-free Mil- 
lennium Gift Aid Fund for 
overseas aid, with an eye to 
boosting our national contri- 
bution from the current 
0.23 per cent of GDP towards 
our promised target of 0.7 per 
cent. Charitable giving to 
Oxfam and the like is not sup- 
posed to be included in this 
aim. but maybe with a state- 
run scheme he can fudge that. 
If so. that will be a prime 
example of charities taking 
over what is supposed to be a 
state function. 

But whatever it is ihai 
makes people give less, there 


can be few who doubt that the 
idea of spontaneous gener- 
osity is a serial good. A society 
without charity is a bleak 
prospect. Tax relief, however, 
is another question altogether. 

Various committees are un- 
easily reviewing aspects of all 
this, the most important of 
which is within the Treasury, ex- 
ploring the exceedingly tricky 
area of charities, and tax. They 
are finding, not surprisingly, 
that pull on one small thread 
of charities’ relationship with 
the state and the whole cat’s 
cradle of charity law unravels. 
Submissions to this committee 
have to be in by 1 January, and 
they have already received 
4,000 contradictory views to 
trawl through. 

A bizarre array of causes 
qualifies for tax-free charitable 
status, from things like Japan 
Animal Welfare to Odin wor- 
ship. Deciding what is gen- 
uinely good defeated the 
Charity Commission long ago, 
not surprisingly. These values 
are almost impossible to cod- 
ify. But tax foregone is exact- 
ly the same burden on the 
taxpayer as state funds hand- 
ed out in fraudulent benefit 
claims. Every time someone 
puts money in the box for 
rescuing Spanish donkeys or 
for sending missionaries out to 
the heathen, they arc taking an 
extra 30 per cent from other 
taxpayers. Charities have an 
income of £lobn a year, with 


capital of aroutid £30bn. So il 
matters that we all agree what 
a worthwhile charity is. 

Legally, there are four 
causes that attract charitable 
status: relief of the poor, ben- 
efit of the community, religion, 
and education. 

Nothing, you will note, 
about animals. Animals man- 
aged to creep in under the wire 
on this bizarre reasoning, 
according to the Chief Char- 
ity Commissioner: “Animals 
are not a charitable cause per 
se, but if treating animals well 
contributes to the ennobling 
and uplifting of human nature, 
then that is a charitable func- 
tion.” Under that strange 
rubric, the RSPCA is regular- 
ly in the top 10 or so richest 
charities. 

Religion and education are 
now causes that very few 
people would regard as charit- 
able. Schools for the poor 
used to be charitable, but now 
the main beneficiaries are pri- 
vate schools. Religion has be- 
come a tiny minority activity: 
few regard tbe promotion of 
religion as of itself a public 
good. Quite the contrary, 
many rightly regard a lot of it 
as a menace. Even defining 
religion has been impossible, 
so the tree-hugging nature- 
worshipping pagans were ruled 
out while the Odin worshippers 
were ruled in. 

In tbe Treasury review tbe 
charity lobby is pushing for 


VAT exemption, on top of 
their other tax reliefs. That 
means yet more subventions 
from Lhe taxpayer to charities. 
Why should we do that unless 
there is a much stricter inter- 
pretation of charity, so that 
there is broad general agree- 
ment on their worth? 

As the Government is find- 
ing with welfare, all reform 
means there will be losers, 
and losers make a lot of noise. 
Private schools will not toler- 
ate having iheir tax exemption 
removed because many would 
close down, leaving just a few 
of the richest. Yet calling them 
charities diminishes public 
confidence in the whole sys- 1 
tem. If the state warns to sub- i 
sidise private schools, then it 
should be done from the edu- 
cation budget, on the sort of 
terms the Government is sug- 
gesting. demanding something 
back from them for the wider 
community. 

But that is only one 
example of what would happen 
if ministers embarked on a 
serious reform of charity tax 
law. It is hard to imagine 
politicians of any party daring 
to face down the animal lobby, 
private schools and organised 
religion all at once. Would the 
Government dare? The more 
they look inro this tangled 
muddle of values, traditions 
and whimsical sentimentality, 
the quicker ministers may back 
off reforming it at all. 


came as something of a surprise 
in that the paramilitary organ- 
isations do not for the most part 
authorise attacks on each 
other's members in the jails. 
There have been exceptions, 
most notably when an IRA 
bomb killed two loyalist pris- 
oners in Belfast’s Crumlin Road 
jail in 1991, but usually groups 
direct their attentions to the au- 
thorities rather than to each oth- 
er. Wright, in the words of one 
republican, “broke the barrier”. 
By virtue of his penchant for 
self-publicity he achieved ogre 
status among republicans, while 
by making it dear that be want- 
ed no pan of any peace process 
he made himself an obvious tar- 
get for attack. The INLA ma- 
chine on the outside somehow 
supplied the guns and Wright 
was shot dead. 

The familiar attempts will be 
made to tighten security, but 
within a year or two para- 
military power will reassen 
itself and the prison will again 
be run on an uneasy form of 
joint authority. 

Viewed in this light, the 
Maze can be seen as a symbol 
of implacable para militarism. 
But there is something of a 
silver lining to its sorry history. 
The tabloids used to call it “the 
academy of terror”. Behind its 


walls and barbed-wire fences. 
though, valuable changes of 
mind in the present peace 
process have taken place. 

In the IRA H-blocks the 
idea of a peace process took 
root at an early stage as long- 
term prisoners contemplated 
both their own futures and 
the prospects for the republi- 
can movement in general. Most 
of those who have emerged 
from the Maze in the 1990s 
have lent support to the peace 
process, giving an influential 
form of endorsement to the 
IRA ceasefire. 

Something similar was hap- 
pening in tbe UVF and UDA 
H-blocks, where the first gen- 
eration of imprisoned loyalists 
had time to ponder on whether 
a belter alternative to violence 
was possible. The new fringe 
loyalist parties which emerged 
from this experience, arguing 
that dialogue was better than 
the gun, now play an important 
part in the talks. 

Most of the republican and 
loyalist negotiators at the multi- 
party talks have spent time in the 
cells of the Maze. They, like 
everyone else, will be hoping that 
the killing of Wight, and the re- 
taliation which followed, wQ] not 
worsen iheir chances of arriving 
at an agreed political settlement. 
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Exchange set 
to curb rogue 
trading in 
blue chips 


The Stock Exchange is 
bracing itself this week 
as its new order-driven 
trading system prepares 
to determine end-of- 
year share prices in 
market conditions that 
are ripe for abuse. 

Leo Paterson reports on a 
radical attempt to 
prevent chaos on New 
Year’s Eve. 

On 20 October at 8.30am, 
Gordon Brown, the Chancellor, 
pressed the button that 
launched Sets, the Stock Ex- 
change's new electronic system. 
It was a baptism of fire - the 
first few weeks of Sets' life co- 
incided with some of the most 
volatile weeks the markets had 
seen since the crash of 1987. 

From a technical point of 
view the system coped ad- 
mirably, with barely a hitch in 
the two months since launch. 
But the Exchange failed to 
anticipate bow traders would 
react to the new system, an 
oversight that has proved to be 
Sets' Achilles heeL 

“'We’ve created a sophisti- 
cated car, but people can’t get 
it out of first gear." said Martin 
Wheatley, head of markets 
development at the Stock 
Exchange, and the man spear- 
heading Sets. 

Recent difficulties with Sets 
have prompted the Exchange to 
consider introducing changes in 
the new year - including shorter 
trading hours and a new for- 
mula for calculating the dosing 
price. 

The key problem with Sets 


is the discrepancy between how 
traders actually use Sets and 
how the Exchange would like 
traders to use it. This has 
caused numerous, problems 
over recent months includin g 
countless trades executed at 
“rogue” - or unrepresentative 
-prices, numerous incidents of 
rogue dosing prices for shares 
and a highly publicised in- 
stance of market abuse - as well 
as a number of less well publi- 
cised ones. 

Fear of “rogue” or unrep- 
resentative dosing prices on 
New Year’s Eve has prompted 
the Exchange to take the un- 
precedented step of intervening 
directly in market trading and 
disregarding closing prices 
deemed “exceptional" by statis- 
ticians. Dosing prices on New 
Year's Eve are used as the 
basis for fund valuations, and 
so are particularly important. 

Early morning and late 
afternoon illiquidity in the new 
electronic order book is the key 
factor behind the problem of 
“rogue” share prices. 

Early in the morning, 
traders start to input their buy 
and sell orders into the book. 
The orders then remain on 
the book until one trader's 
“buy” order matches another 
“sell” order, at which point the 
trade is executed. But as many 
traders - particularly those 
with the larger institutions - do 
not start inputting orders until 
later in the day, there tend to 
be few orders placed on the 
book early in the morning, 
leading to so-called early morn- 
ing illiquidity. 

Late in the afternoon, 
traders tend to delete unexe- 
cuted orders from the book, so 
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The Stock Exchange is considering the introduction of shorter trading hours and a new formula for calculating closing prices in the new year 


as not to get caught out by 
overnight developments in the 
Far East So again, there are few 
orders on the book and the 
market is illiquid. 

Generally, the greater the 
number of orders in the book, 
the smaller the difference be- 
tween the lowest-priced “sell" 
order on the book and highest- 
priced “buy" order, known as 
the “spread”. 

First thing in the morning 
and last thing in the afternoon, 
market illiquidity means that 
spreads tend to be wide. At 
these times of the day. “sell" 


orders tend to be priced higher 
and “buy" orders lend priced 
lower than they would other- 
wise. So, if a trader decides to 
deal “at best" - that is to take 
the best price available - he 
runs the risk of dealing at 
prices that are unrepresentative 
of normal trading patterns. 
This can hurt unwitting in- 
vestors and mean that a share’s 
closing price - the price at 
which the last trade was exe- 
cuted - can be “rogue". 

Not all “rogue” prices are 
accidental. Sometimes they 
result from deliberate manip- 


ulation. as was the case laic in 
November when two JP Mor- 
gan traders tried to push down 
the level of the FTSE 100 in- 
dex. 

The two sold a number of 
bundles of pharmaceutical 
stocks “at best" in the late af- 
ternoon. The last bundle of 
stocks they sold was mulched 
with a “buy" order that, be- 
cause of market illiquidity, was 
priced substantially lower than 
one mighty ordinarily expect. 
This pushed down both the 
closing level of the individual 
stocks- SmithKJine Beecham 


and Glaxo Wellcome - as well 
as the closing level of the 
FTSE 100. The traders subse- 
quently lost their jobs and 
earned their employer. JP 
Morgan, a record £350,000 
fine from the Exchange. 

The Exchange is likely to im- 
plement a variety of measures 
over the next year, but no rad- 
ical reform is on the cards. 

The most likely reform, 
which could be introduced in 
the first lew months of next 
year, is early closure of the 
Stock Exchange and the intro- 
duction of a dosing auction to 


determine the closing level 
both of the FTSE 100 index and 
of its constituent shares. 

The form of the closing 
auction is yet to be decided, but 
one possibility is that the Ex- 
change could allow no trades to 
be executed at a certain period 
of time at the end of the trad- 
ing day - say the last 10 min- 
utes. But orders could still be 
placed on the book, and the Ex- 
change would run a computer 
program at the end of the 10 
minutes winch would match buy 
and sell orders and thus deter- 
mine a stock's closing price. 


CBI warns firms to act fast on millennium threat 


One of the leading figures in 
British business today issued a 
stark warning to companies to 
ensure their computers and elec- 
tronic systems could cope with 
the Millennium "timebomb", 
or risk going out of business. 

Adair Turner, director- 
general of the Confederation of 
British Industry, said awareness 
of the date change problem had 
increased dramatically, but 
warned there was a “dangerous 


reluctance" among firms to con- 
vert that concern into action to 
solve the problem. 

“While there are 732 days 
still to go to the Millennium, the 
final year must be used for 
preparation and testing. Firms 
need to use next year to ensure 
they are compliant," he said. 

“The Millennium date 
change affects every company 
in the country and while many 
appear now to be aware of it 


they seem reluctant to take ac- 
tion. This must change - if 
firms want not only to retain 
their business partnersh ips but 
to stay in business, they must act 
and act fast." 

The root of the problem is 
that many computer systems 
which record the year with two 
digits may be confused at mid- 
night on 31 December 1999 
when **99" is replaced by “00". 
The systems will fail or data 


errors will appear unless they 
have been reprogrammed to 
avoid computers mistakenly 
registering the year Juno as 
1900 instead - a problem which 
could result in meltdown. 

The “Millennium time- 
bomb” could at feet almost 
every aspect of daily lile. in- 
cluding using credit cards, the 
payment of wages and salaries 
and the provision of health 
service in hospitals. 


It is estimated the cost of 
dealing with the problem could 
be £30bn and a survey by PA 
Consulting found that almost 
half of a sample of businesses did 
not have a formal plan of action. 

The Government has ear- 
marked almost £400m to defuse 
the problem within Whitehall in 
the face of criticism ministers 
were not doing enough to pre- 
vent the problem affecting the 
Civil Service. 




Firms 
bullish 
on jobs 
in 1998 


jobs prospects for the newyear 
are the most buoyantfor almost 
a decade, while a majority of 
business executives believe 1998 
will herald a period of sus- 
tained economic growth, ac-: 
cording to two snapshot surveys 
today that appear to challenge- 
ihe consensus view thecccmomy 
is set for a slowdown in growth. 

Employers believe the first 
months of the newyear will see. 
the highest net recruitment 
since 1989. with toe gains being 
enjoyed by most regions and 
sectors of industry. 

Hi-tech industries, including 
electronics and telecommuni- 
cations, are the most optimistic 
about recruitment, with bund- 


ing and engineering firms also 
expecting to take on extra staff. 

The surveyor Z221 employ- ^ 
ers by employment group Man- 
power showed that more than 
one in five of those polled pre- 
dicted an increase in jobs from 
January to March, with 12 per 
cent expecting a cutback. This 
leaves a balance of JO per cent, 
a rise of 4 per cent compared 
with a year ago and the highest 
first-quarter balance since 1989. 

Lilian Bennett, chairman of 
Manpower, said: “Almost with-- 
out exception our respondents 
take a positive view of the im- 
mediate future, while watching 
the medium and long-term 
carefully. They are. however, 
concerned about potential skill 
shortages and are reviewing 
their training plans." 

A separate survey showed 
business leaders were optimistic 
about growth in the new year 
but highlighted rising inflation 
as the main threat to economic 
prosperity. 

A poll of 267 members of the 
Institute of Management ( loM ) 
found 60 per cent believed 
1998 would usher in a period of 
sustained economic growth, al- 
though four out of 10 expected 
an economic down turn with 17 
percent forecasting a recession. 

Three-quarters of managers 
(76 percent) thought inflation 
would rise next year while 94 per 
cent said they expected interest 
rates to rise again. 

Most analysts expect a soft 
landing with growth slowing to 
a sustainable pace and inflation 
dose to its target. Earlier this 
month the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and 
Development downgraded its 
forecast for UK economic 
growth rate to 2.2 from 2.7 per 
cent in the light of the turmoil 
in South-east Asia. 


Broadcasters line 
up to capture new 
digital audience 


At some point next year, 
you will start being 
asked whether you have 
a set-top box in the 
same way you were once 
asked if you had a video 
and once that question 
starts arising, we will 
know digital television is 
upon us. Cathy Newman 
looks ahead to what is 
being dubbed the year of 
digital TV. 


Whether you subscribe to 
digital terrestrial, satellite or 
cable television, you will need 
a box. costing around £200, to 
unscramble the signals. 

First off the block is digital 
satellite. BSkyB plans to go for 
a "soft launch” of between 150 
and 200 channels next April. 
Many of BSkyB's initial digital 
subscribers are likely to be ana- 
logue customers who. by being 
offered a discounted set-top 
box. will have been persuaded 
to migrate. 

Around 70 channels win be 
reserved for pay-per-view, 
where customers pay to watch 
specific films, sports or musical 
even is. BSkyB has already 
launched a pay-per-view oper- 
ation of sorts, although the ex- 
tra capacity afforded by digital 


will allow the service to get off 
the ground in earnest. Cable & 
Wireless Communications, the 
biggest UK cable operator, has 
agreed to take Sky Box Office, 
the satellite broadcaster’s pay- 
per-view service. Other cable 
companies - including NTL 
Telewest Communications and 
General Cable - will form their 
own pay-per-view platform, 
called Front Row. and have 
been negotiating with Holly- 
wood studios for film rights. 

Roughly 10 of BSkyB’s dig- 
ital channels will be devoted to 
British Interactive Broadcasting 
(BIB), owned by BSkyB, BT, 
Matsushita Electric, and Mid- 
land Bank. BIB will provide 
transactional services, such as 
home shopping and banking, 
and other interactive devices. 

Digital cable is to get going 
around the same time as 
BSkyB. CWG as part of its pay- 
per-view deal, has pledged to 
idek off its digital services at the 
same time as BSkyB. 

However, NTL is one of 
many cable companies to be coy 
about launch-dates. It is dearer, 
though, about what h intends to 
offer. Jeremy Thorp, group 
director of digital services at 
NTL says: “We're very driven by 
the interactive nature of the 
technology." 

NTL aims to deliver the 
Internet to the mass-market. Mr 
Thorp believes cable’s capacity 


Box: Digital television at a glance 

Digital satellite Digital terrestrial 


BSkyB launches on digital in 
Spring 1998 

Set-top-box will cost around 
£200. but existing analogue 
subscribers will be given a 
discount 


ring 
untf 7 


around 70 ot which will be 
reserved tor pay-per-view, 
where customers pay to watch 
specific sports or 
entertainment events. Around 
ten channels will be taken up 
by British Interactive 
Broadcasting (BIB), an 
interactive broadcasting 
company owned by BSkyB, 

BT, Matsushita Electric, and 
Midland Bank. 


British Digital Broadcasting 

Pay-TV company owned by Carlton Communications and Granada Group 
launches second half of 1998 
set-top-box will cost around £200 

focusing Dn entertainment rattier than interactivity; offering 12 basic channels and 
three premium ones. 

Free-to-air 

BBC, 17V, Channel A and Channel 5 

BBC has prorrasMl to launch on all platforms, so it will kick oft with digital satellite 
P digital terrestrial services at the same time Xb 
m and Channel 4 are ju« being earned on digital terrestrial, so won't launch 
before Autumn. Channel 5's digital launch-date Is uncertain 

set-top-box will cost around £200 


Ihgrtalcable;-, ; 

Cable & Wireless 
Communications, the biggest 
UK cable operator, has 
promised to kick off with 
BSkyB next Spring. Other cable 4 

companies say they will 

launch around the same time. 

Set-top-box will be rented to 
customers who will pay for it 
as part of their cable television 
bill. 

Cable will probably offer 
between 150 and 200 
channels, but has the capacity 
to launch up to 500. 

Companies such as NTL are 
e^foiting toe limitless capacity 
offered by cable by going big 
on interactivity. 


will persuade many people frus- 
trated by the Internet’s slowness 
to get online. “Cable can deliver 
information very quickly down 
the fibre-optic network." NTL 
is planning to offer its cus- 
tomers access to certain sections 
of the Internet - what’s known 
as a “walled garden", as it will 
filler out undesirable material 
such as pornography. 

NTL will. like BSkyB, have 
between 150 and 200 channels, 
although Mr Th» »rp casts doubt 
on the satellite broadcaster's 
promises. “I don't believe Sky 
will have as many as us." he says. 

Other cable companies arc 
approaching the issue of inter- 
activity rather differently. 
Telewest Communications has 
not ruled out taking services 
from BIB instead of creating its 
own interactive systems, and. as 
a spokesman explains; “We are 
concentrating on our core 
products for digital. Interactive 


services have a part to play, hut 
cable penetration will not lift im- 
measurably as a result." 

Bui according to Mathew 
Hursman. media analvst at 
Henderson Crnstliwaiie. inter- 
activity could he the new driver 
nl Pay-TV. Where sport and 
movies - the premium services 
- have up until now prompted 
people to sign up to cable and 
satellite, a new unique selling 
point needs in he found*! 
“Interactive services will he a 
driver and could be viewed as 
the new premium," Mr 
man maintains. 

The six multiplexes - 
bunches of frequencies - ri ._ 
served for digital terrestrial 
television fall into two p:ir1v 
three for British Digital Bniad- 

cnsi. n g, ih C p av . n .-„ roU p iin ,| 

h oL frcc ‘ l °' air hruad- 
2J^BDB. which knwnedbv 
Larlion Communications and 
Granada, maintains it will kick 


off in ihe second hair of next 

year, buoyed by a "substantial" 
advertising budget. However as 

Ihe Run, peanO-n, mission h; L s 
us, granted the ensonium 

■is ikeiKv. some atuiKsisare in- 
uc.isino|y sceptical ihaj jhe 

UDH • r" ll,UIKh ™ «'tne. 

ls *; , ci , s | ns on enlertain- 
ni eiu lather than interact ivirv 

Id hree premium.. nes 
Jlic.«nulvemeiu..tr arltl , n 
‘ K1 0rj|| *b ,n BDB has de- 


As far as free-to-air digital 
television is concerned, ITV is 
simulcasting its analogue 
channel on digital, and is cre- 
ating a second national service, 
v^ich will be complementary to 

The BBC, Channel 5 and 
Channel 4 will simulcast their 
analogue channels in wide- 
screen technology. Channel 5, 
however, is hoping to attract an 
investor to buy into its spare 
digital capacity, as it is not 
keen to spend money on new 
digital programming. 

One of the crucial deter- 
minants of the success of digi- 
tal television will be how viewers 
find their way around the mass 
of extra channels. Electronic 
programme guides (EPGs) - 
electronic versions of the Radio 
Times - arc being heralded as i 
the answer to any difficulties 
navigating the multi-channel 
universe. 
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ANDREW 
DILNOT AND 
LAURA BLOW 
ON THE EFFECTS 
OF RAISING 
FUEL DUTIES 


The questionable credentials of green taxes 


Evciy government needs ways of raising 
money that we either don’t notice, or think 
arc justified. The last government took the 
an of wcli -disguised tax increases to new 
heights in 1993. In that year Norman 
Lamont and Kenneth Clarke raised taxes 
by the equivalent of 7p on the basic rate 
of income tax and nearly got away with 
it. VAT on fuel was their downfall; it was 
only a small part of the money, but it 
attracted the spotlight, and lost them the 
argument. 

What should New Labour do? A pop- 
ular modem defence of tax increases is 
the environment. And one reason for the 
popularity is that (his is potentially a very 
good argument. If the consumption of 
some goods imposes costs on people other 
than those consuming them, it is perfectly 
sensible to seek to charge for these 
“external] ties”, so that we all face the full 
costs of our consumption. Motoring is an 
example of just such a good. Driving 
around brings benefits to those driving and 
being driven, but costs to others - con- 
gestion of the roads, damage to the 
roads, local air pollution, noise, accidents, 
and emission of the global warming gas, 
carbon dioxide. If we could find well ur- 
ge ted ways of taxing these “bads”, we 
might well wan! to do so. 

Kenneth Clarice was well aware of this, 
and introduced a policy of increasing the 
tax on road fuels (petrol and diesel), 
ultimately by at least 5 per cent a year 
more than inflation. With similar argu- 
ments in mind he also announced mini- 
mum real increases in tobacco of 3 per cent 
a year. 

The Labour Government has gone 
further still, and moved to minimum real 
increases in road fuel duties of 6 per cent 
a year and for tobacco of 5 per cent a year. 


These are large changes to big taxes. Fuel 
duties, even excluding VAT, already raise 
one quarter as much as income tax, and 
tobacco half of what fuel raises. The 
increases in these taxes are an important 
source of the growth in government rev- 
enue that will continue throughout the 
Parliament. Rapid declines in fuel con- 
sumption could reduce the revenue gains, 
but seem unlikely given the relative in- 
sensitivity of consumption to price. The 
fuel increase alone is equivalent to an in- 
crease of around £7bn per annum by the 
end of the Parliament, the tobacco to 
£L5bn, a combined effect equal to 5p on 
the basic rate of income lax. These tax 
increases should help to make it easier for 
the Government to stick to their pledge 
that neither basic nor higher rates of 
income tax will rise. 

Given the scale of these changes, we 
need to be convinced that there is a strong 
case for them, and the natural place to 
start is with the environmental argu- 


ments. There can be no doubt that 
congestion costs arc very large, and quite 
possibly the largest external cost of 
motoring. Cambridge University econo- 
mist David Newbery estimates the cost at 
some £20bru But taxes on road fuel are 
ill designed to tackle congestion, which 
requires an approach which can vary 
charges by time and place. Fuel duties are 
no better targeted on road damage, 
which largely depends on axle load and 
the type of road surface. 

Local air pollution is clearly a cause 
for concern, and is receiving increasing 
amounts of attention. But once a gain, a 
tax which is simply a function of fuel 
consumption is a poor instrument to 
tackle this problem. Emiss ions per Litre 
of fuel consumed of pollutants such as 
black smoke, carbon monoxide, nitrogen 
oxides and volatile organic compounds 
vary substantially across different vehicles 
and different types of fuel. And the 
extent of local air pollution is strongly 
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affected by time, place, weather conditiaos, 
and existing concentrations of pollutants. 
There is one externality created by 
motoring which is well targeted by a tax 
on road fuels, which is the emission of 
carbon dioxide, the main global wanning 
gas. Emissions bear a straightforward 
relationship to fuel use, there is not at 
present any effective technology for 
filtering out the emission of the gas, and 
the time and place of emission are largely 
irrelevant. 

And yet motoring is responsible for 
only 20 percent of UK emissions of carbon 
dioxide. Increased VAT on domestic fuel 
has been ruled out, and Brussel's proposal 
for a broadly based carbon tax has been 
greeted coldly by both Conservative and 
Labour ponies. It seems somewhat odd 
to argue for very large increases in tax on 
the scarce of one fifth of carbon dioxide 
emissions while seeking to avoid in- 
creases on the remainder. 

The strongest argument used against 
the imposition of VAT on domestic fuel 
was that it would hit those on Jaw incomes. 
A compensation package of benefit in- 
creases was eventually proposed, but too 
late to avoid political embarrassment 
and defeat in the Commons. The distri- 
butional impact of increasing luel duties 
is very different to that from VAT on fuel, 
not least since the poorest households are 
unlikely to have cars, and even those few 
who do will tend to drive them relatively 
little. 

The chart on the left shows the 
proportion of total expenditure winch goes 
on road fuels for all households as total 
spending rises. At low levels of total spend- 
ing the fuel share is very low, climbing 
sharply, levelling off, and then falling for 
those with higher spending and income. 


And this is the pattern of losses created 
by raising fuel duties. 

If we look, in the right hand chart, only 
at those households with cats, we see a 
very different partem, with the share of 
road fuels in total spending falling fair- 
ly steadily as total spending rises. This is 
not much of a surprise, but points to a 
group about whom we might be con- 
cerned. Foor households in rural areas 
may rely far more on cars than their ur- 
ban counterparts, because of the lack of 
public transport, and their need to travel 
greater distances anyway. Recent work at 
the Institute for Fiscal Studies has shown 
that poor car users in rural areas are the 
group hardest hit by increases in fuel 
duties. 

None of this implies either that we 
should not think of using taxes to tackle 
environmental problems, or that the 
inevitable distributional problems should 
rule out change. Thxes can be an effec- 
tive instrument in environmental policy, 
and distributional problems caused by tax 
changes can be compensated for. But 
good environmental taxes need to be tar- 
geted effectively and dearly on specific 
problems, and we need to be aware of 
distributional issues well in advance. 
The planned increases in road fuel du- 
ties will raise a lot of money for the Gov- 
ernment, which is, quite rightly, the 
primary purpose of taxation. Whether 
they are the best ways of raising money 
or of tackling environmental problems, 
is far less clear. 

Laura Blow and lan Crawford: 'The 
Distributional Effects of Taxes on Private 
Motoring \ Institute for Fiscal Studies. 
7 Ridgmount Street. London WC1E 7AE, 
Price £20 


Currency turmoil prompts review of 
IMF forecasts for South Korea 
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^ The International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) 
yesterday warned it 
would have to review its 
economic forecasts for - 
crisis-ridden South 
Korea in the fight of the 
won’s steep faJL 
Meanwhile, as Reuters 
reports from Seoul, the 
incoming president has 
voiced his opposition to 
a package of reforms 
aimed at speeding up 
the IMF plan. 


v’ 


In an assessment on 3 Decem- 
ber, the IMF predicted South 
Korea would see economic 
growth of about jL 5 per cent 
next year and record a current 
account deficit of $23bn 
(£1.4bo). 

But IMF Asia-Pacific mis- 
sion chief, Herbert Neiss, said 
yesterday: “When we forecast 
in early December that the 
current account deficit would 
shrink ... the won had not de- 
predated as much as it has 
now. So we have a new situa- 


tion, we will have to review our 
forecasts.** 

At the time, the won was 
trading at around 1.196 to the 
dollar. But as fears of a debt 
moratorium mounted, the won 
slid further. On firiday it hit 1,498 
to the dollar, after dipping to a 
record 1,950 during the week. 

Asked when the South Ko- 
rean economy would fully re- 
cover, Mr Neiss said: “A lot 
depends on market psychology 
and on the confidence that for- 
eign investors and the Korean 
people have in the strength of 
the economic programme.” 

Mr Neiss said South Korea’s 
soaring interest rates were 
needed to stabilise the foreign 
exchange market. 

“In the long ran. interest 
rates must come down to per- 
mit the economy to recover. But 
in the really short term, when 
the markets are in turmoil and 
in chaos and speculation is 
rampant and the exchange rate 
plummets, there is no choice 
but to have a very high inter- 
est rate in order to discourage 
these developments and re- 
store order in the exchange 
market,” he said. 

He said the IMF would help 


discussions between the South 
Korean government and for- 
eign financial institutions. 

South Korea’s National As- 
sembly is expected to pass 13 
financial reform bills today, 
which had been shelved after 
protests from the central Bank 
of Korea (BOK) and workers 
in financial institutions. 

But the passage of the bills 
seemed to face obstacles as 
president-elect Kim Dae-jung 
yesterday voiced concern over 
the legislation, which would give 
the finance ministry authority 
over a new unified supervisory 
body. The central bank also re- 
peated its dissent over the bills. 

South Korea has agreed to 
pass them by the end of this 
year to speed up restructuring 
of the financial sector in ex- 
change for the StiObn bail-out 
package arranged by the IMF 
earlier this month. 

But the Bank of Korea, 
whose 3.500 employees vowed 
to quit in November if the bills 
passed in their current form, re- 
peated its objections. 

The bills propose the inte- 
gration of three financial su- 
pervisory bodies in the banking, 
securities and insurance sectors. 


CLASSIFIED 


Isn't it tune you tried 
the Personals? 


Services 


MAYFAIR PRINTING 


DISCOUNT LEAFLETS 



A5 *■%#■** 

SJW — — . 

low r» 

mood .. - ._ .m> 

50.000 . . - - £155 

lOC ACC EMC 


»****A4****« 

SJ300 ... .. .£38 

10000 .. . (72 

20JM0 _ . C1» 

50000 . CM 

100000 .. 1415 


■* * * 

5,000 

to 000 
20.000 
50000 
tOO.OOO . 


* A3*** * * 


HU. RAKE Of 
PWTWfl SnmffS RWBUKU 
TO RtaHJE: NCR 

Btvaores 

hbtomds 

PLEASE TEL&HOf* WITH TOUR 

RMureierrs 


TELEPHONE 
01757 2T083Z 

12 WARS CENTRE, VIVARS WAV, CANAL HOAD. SELBY VOfl QBE 


Unusual Gifts 


'..i • f 


. .'l'* 0 
1 1 

- 


Introducing Hie Independent Voice Personals - an exciting new 
telephone dating service for our readers, designed to make your 
search for someone special easier and more successful than ever! 

To place your own FREE personal ad, call 

0800 216318 

EVEN the call IS FREE 

Voice personals 


| A NEWSPAPER tor tfial special 
date, 1642-1997. man Wes awaf- 
abla. (Heal birthday gift. Remem- 
ber Whan. Tel: 0181-688 6323. Or 
CALL PRES OfiOO 520 000. 


Musical Instruments 


| BLUTHNEBS PIANO SALE . Ope" 
Thursday 1* January Stgnttcari 
Reductions on OuaJiiy Uprigrn 
and Grand Planes. Foi Unbeat- 
able Prices, call us Free on 0800 
01 B 0633. Bluttmers. B Berkeley 
Square, London. W1. 
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Railtrack in talks Mergers among builders forecast 


while giving full authority to the 
central BOK to plan and im- 
plement monetary policy. 

They failed Jo go through 
in November due to disagree- 
ments over the role of the cen- 
tral bank and who would 
supervise the watchdog. The 
current draft gives the Finance 
Ministry authority over the 
watchdog body. The BOK 
would be stripped of its super- 
visory power over the banking 
sector, a bone of contention be- 
tween Lhe Finance Ministiy 
and the central bank. 

Kim Dae-jung stressed that 
the supervisory body must 
maintain its independence and 
neutrality, according to a state- 
ment by the party. 

Meanwhile, the Chinese 
central bank governor warned 
yesterday that China was facing 
* a serious threat from financial 
risk” though it was in no im- 
mediate danger of being caught 
in the Asian economic crisis. 

In a speech highlighting the 
problem of non-performing 
bank loans, Dai Xianglong 
conceded that state-run com- 
mercial banks had lost control 
of their branches in certain 
areas. 


The Government is in talks with Railtrack 
that could lead to millions of pound of 
grants being made available to fund a 
scheme to increase the amount of freight 
carried on the UK’s rail network, it 
emerged yesterday. As many as 400^)00 lor- 
ries could be taken off the roads if a rail- 
freigbr express route from Scotland and the 
Channel Tunnel is upgraded to allow it to 
carry “piggyback” wagons. 

The latest move came after Railtrack. 
which owns and maintains Britain's railway 
tracks, reached an agreement over the cost 
of the extra work needed for the West Coast 
Main Line, set at £220m, to raise the height 
of hundreds of tunnels and bridges to cater 
for the piggyback trains, whose wagons can 
easily be switched from road to rail. 

A spokeswoman for the Department for 
the Environment, Transport and the Re- 
gions said talks were ongoing but could not 
confirm a report Railtrack was seeking 
grants of up to £150m. “This is certainly the 
sort of thing the Government wants to do 
at the moment We want losee more freight 
being moved by rail,” she said. 


The dull housing market could be laying the foundations for another wave of takeovers 
and mergers among housebuilders. Rising interest rates and signs of a slowdown in 
the market have left cracks showing in the share price of housebuilders over the past 
two months. Stockbroker Charterhouse TOney said the fall in share prices offered a 
good opportunity for investors - and predators. Analyst Jonathan Timms said share 
prices in builders had collapsed 13 per cent since November and predicted that the 
fall “could trigger increased sector takeover activity”. 

Women staff are ‘undervalued’ 

The skills of women are being undervalued and under used by employers, although 
female employees represent 48 per cent of the workforce, according to a report pub- 
lished today. Women earn less than men, are less likely to be managers and are con- 
centrated in occupations sud) as secretarial, clerical and rales, the Balicy Studies Institute 
said. It said the allocation of training was making the situation worse, fuelling gender 
inequality in the workplace. Research by the institute found that women were more 
likely to acquire skills from experience rather than qualifications, but their skills were 
often unrecognised by employers. 

B&Q to create 1,500 jobs next year 

Home improvement chain B&Q is to create 1,500 new jobs as part of plans to open 
six new warehouses across the country in 1998, a move which will create 250 store 
management positions over the next three years. The stores will open in Warring- 
ion in June and Stockport and Birmingham in December. A further three sites wfll 
open at the dose of the year. The company created 1,800 new jobs last year and employs 
250 people in each warehouse. 
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Royal Commission on Long 
Term Care for the Elderly 

Call for Evidence 


A Royal Commission has been established to 
consider the funding of long-term care for 
elderly people. The Commission, to be chaired 
by Professor Sir Stewart Sutherland, will carry 
out its work in about 12 months. It will- have the 
following terms of reference: 

“To examine the short and long term options for 
a sustainable system of funding of lobg-term 
care for elderly people, both in their own 
homes and in other settings and, within 12 
months, to recommend bow, and in what 
circumstances, the cost of such care should be 
apportioned between public funds and 
individuals, having regard to: 

• the number of people likely to require various 
kinds of long-term care both in the present 
and through the first half of the next century, 
and their likely income and capita) over their 
life-time; 

• the expectations of elderly people for dignity 
and sccuriry in the way in which their long- 
term care needs are met, taking account of 
the need for this to be secured in the most 
cost-effective manner; 

• the strengths and weaknesses of the current 
arrangements; 

• fair and efficient ways for individuals to make 
any contribution required of them; 

• constraints on public funds, and 

• earlier work done by various bodies on 
this issue. 


In carrying out its remit, the Royal Commission 
should also have regard to: 

• the deliberations of rhe Government’s 
comprehensive spending review, including 
the review of pensions; 

■ the implications of their recommendations for 
younger people who by reason of illness or 
disability have long-term care needs. 

The Commission's recommendations should 
be costed. 

The Commission is asked to give opportunity 
to all interests likely to be affected by its 
recommendations to give their views on issues 
within the terms of reference, and in particular 
to users and carets." 

Written evidence from interested organisations or 
from individuals is sought by the Commission. 
The Commission will consider this written 
evidence, and will decide what further oral 
evidence is required in the light of the evidence it 
has received. Written evidence should be sent to: 

The Secretary, Royal Commission on Long Term 
Care for the Elderly, 7th Floor, St Catherines 
House, 10 IGngsway, London WC2B 6JP. 

AU other correspondence relating to the 
Commission and its work should be addressed to 
The Secretary at the above address. Evidence will 
be regarded as publishable, unless those who 
submit it indicate otherwise. However, evidence 
relating to particular individuals and their 
circumstances will be treated as confidentiaL 


----- 
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Footsie constituents remain the favourites of the City’s bullish major’ y 


WEEK AHEAD 



DEREK PAIN 


Will 1998 be the year when 
shares of smaller companies 
blossom again? A great L-ony 
City people fervently hope 
so. Unfortunately, the signs 
are not particularly encour- 
aging. 

Although there are many 
who remain convinced blue 
chips will have another fine 
year, it is not easy to find 
researchers enthusing about 
the smaller fry’s share 
prospects. 

Indeed, there is a distinct 
impression that the gap be- 
tween the lords of Footsie 
and the rest of the market will 
yawn even wider as next year 
progresses. 

As so often happens, many 
top individual performers of 
the year come from the lower 
reaches of the stock market So 
do most of the ragged assort- 
ment of losers- Their much 
smaller size enhances per- 
centage movements. Yet in 


overall terms, blue chips have 
left the rest of the pack strug- 
gling even to stay in touch. 

The FTSE 250 constituents 
have had a particularly trying 
time. The members of the 
FTSE SmallCap index, hang- 
ing on in there in the early 
months of the year, have since 
lost their way. The FTSE AIM 
index has failed to display any 
exuberance. 

A similar scene could un- 
fold next year. Quite a few 
Strategists see Footsie ending 
at 6,000 points- But once again 
the partying will be for the elite 
with the rest of the market, 
despite its obvious value - 
which is underlined by the rush 
of takeover bids - forlorn 
wallflowers. 

BZW, Panmure Gordon 
and SBC Warburg are looking 
for Footsie to hit 6.000. 
NatWest Securities, this year’s 
arch bull, is on 5,700. 

Blue chips will continue to 


score from the internation- 
alism of share markets and ihc 
growing belief among institu- 
tions that deeply researched 
Footsie constituents are 
relatively safe and easy to 
buy and sell, whereas many 
other areas of the market are 
a minefield. 

Of course, it takes mam’ 
views to make a market and 
the bullish enthusiasm is by no 
means shared by all. Legal & 
General, the insurance han- 
dling £50bn of funds, plans to 
be no more lhan “modestly 
overweight” in equities. It 
sees, however. Footsie ending 
the year at 5.500. Last month 
L&G was more cautious, then 
shooting for 5,250. Charter- 
house Tilney sits on 5,200. 

ABN Amro Hoare Govett 
is seemingly the most bearish 
large securities house, sug- 
gesting blue chips will drift 
with Footsie ending at 5.000. 

Growing cash piles, influ- 


enced by share huv- backs, a 
sprinkling of takeover bids 
and the low level of new issues 
and cash calls, have been 
favourable influences which 
have allowed Footsie to sur- 
prise many of the cash-is-king 
fund managers. 

As Allan Collins, at stock- 
broker Redmayne Bentley, 
says: “ Institutional investors 
are clearly cautious: they are 

Share spotlight 

snare price, pence 

5*100 
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holding unusually large 
amounts of cash - a policy 
which left most of then under 
performing in 1997. 

“They could be wrong 
again. Companies disagree 
with them - takeover activity 
is high and directors are buy- 
ing their own shares at a ratio 
which has previously heralded 
hull markets.” 

He thinks next year will be 
good overall but ducks at- 
tempting a Footsie predic- 
tion. His explanation: “As long 
as we get the direction right 
and we are broadly correct on 
the pace of that direction, 
then the targets can take care 

of themselves." 

Merrill Lynch also points 
out that directors are buying. 
In the past their interest has 
“proved to be great opportu- 
nities to buy stock". 

The political dimaie. highly 
sensitive this time last year, 
does not appear to be a big 


factor in the current round of 

crystal-ball gazing. 

Last year anyone who dis- 
played what US banking 
Alan Greenspan migh^call 
“irrational exuberance 1D 
arriving at their Footsie fore- 
cast was very much in th e 
right ball park. 

As I pointed out last week, 

an index hitting a p ea ^ °* 
5,330.8 points, even if it oc- 
curred in October, was far 
from the vast majority of City 
minds. When, during a dis- 
cussion in a City wine bar, a 
stockbroker chum of nnne 
suggested it could reach 4,800 
be was subjected to a barrage 
of uproarious laughter. My 
own thought, 4.500 (which I 
moved up to 4,600 within a 
month), seemed optimistic. 

What many overlooked was 
the exuberant way the stock 
market was prepared to em- 
brace a Labour Government 
believing, correctly as has so 


far turned out, that it has a 

decidedly Tory hue . 

For 199S I go along with 

those who think Footsie wdl 
continue to move_ahead. lt 

will, of eouree, suffer an array 

of knocks. There seem to be 
worries about its performance 
in the first half-year with A&ia 
headlines creating tension. 
But the Arian tigers are not 

ooing to lie down and die and 

Iwould expect that particular 
Storm to fade fairly quietly. 
The nation's economy is still 
in good heart and 1 would 

gu^s Footsie could be around 
5,600 in a year's time. 

Gordon Brown, the Chan- 
cellor, has already displayed he 
has little love for equities and 
could do more damage. And 
there must always be a worry 
that the antics over Europe 
could cause dismay* 

But most in the City are 
bullish. And betting against the 
herd could prove costly. 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

GET MIXING! 

WIN A J&B RARE MIX KIT 

How do you mix your sotiai Nfe? fca way to sort iny Evening. 


Perhaps you're into rock and Opera 
or football and art galteriesl 
According to a European survey by 
J&B Rare. Brio are best hi Europe at 
Hvfng (heir social life to die full often 
mixing fitness, shopping and dubbing 
all in die same day. 


95* of Britons would 
think, nothing of going to 
a restaurant, playing 
sport, taking a trip to die 
country ana visiting an 
art gallery in a single 
weekend. Sailed at ma- 
ing their social activities 
in their spare time. Brits 
also love to mix their 
style. They dress to 
impress - combining 
street with designer. 


If anyone understands 
about mbdn& 'ns J&B Rare - one of 
Europai favourite premium spirits. 
Enjoyed in a long tall gfass with plen- 
ty of ice and Ginger Ala Its the per- 



We have teamed up with J&B Rare to 
offer 10 readers the chance to win a 
Rare mbc kit. and 100 runners-up a 
J&B Rare miniature and can of Ginger 
Ale. The kit includes a stylish 
watch, a fleece to wear for 
outdoor pursuit^ a long 
glass, a swizzle stick, a J&B 
Rare miniature and a can of 
Ginger Ale to stimulate the 
taste buds. 

To enter this competition dal 
die number below, answer the 
following question on line and 
leave your name and full 
address, and also stating that 
ran yt qrgr g mo-glA 


Q: What percentage of 
Britons Bee to mix their social Efe? 

Call 0930 525224 


Calls cast 50p per minute al aU times. Winner pcned at random after Anes ckxse 
30 December 1997. Usual Newspaper Puunahua nks apply. EtUlorix decttksi fc foal 
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CITYWIDE 

ABC BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 9772 ) 0 Baker Si 

Home Alone 3 to Thu 1 15pm, 3.30pm. 

6 50pm (not Wed) 

LA. Confidential to Thu 8.05pm (not Wed) 
The Tango Lesson lo Thu 1.25pm, 3 40pm. 
G 15pm. 8.35pm (not Wed) 

ABC WANTON STREET 

(0171-930 0631)0 Picc Circ 

The Game to Wed 220pm. 520pm. 8.10pm 

(not Wed) 

LA. Confidential to Wed 2pm, 5pm, 8pm 
(not Wed) 

Mrs Brown 1 50pm, 3.40pm. 6pm (no) Wed). 
825pm (not Wed) 

WBde to Wed 1.10pm, 3.30pm, 6pm (not 
Wed). 8.20pm (not Wed) 

ABC PfCCAPM-LV 

(0171 -437 3561) 0 Pipe Ctrc 
Chasing Amy to Thu 1.15pm. 3.25pm, 
5.55pm, B 35pm (not Wed) 

G.L Jane id Thu J 40pm, 5. 40pm, 8 20pm 
(rot Wed) 


(Q1 71-836 6279) O Leo Sq Chasing Amy to 
Thu 2.15pm. 5.15pm (not Wed), 8 15pm (noi 
Wed) 

Wilde to Thu 1 05pm, 3 30pm, 5.55pm (not 
Wed), 8.35pm (not Wed) 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0171 -439 4470) 0 Leic Sq LSAppsrtement 
to Thu 1.10pm, 3.40pm, 6 10pm, 8.40pm (not 
Wed) 

Lawn Dogs lo Thu 1.10pm, 3.30pm, 6 20pm, 
850pm (not Wed) 

Marius El Jeannette to Thu ipm, 3 15pm, 
6pm, 8.55pm (not Wed) 

Ma Vie En Rose to Thu 1.10pm, 3 10pm. 
5.10pm, 7.10pm, 9.10pm (not Wed) 
abc Tottenham court road 
(0171-636 SI 48) 0 fofl Cl Rd 
Spicewofld - The Movie 1.15pm. 325pm. 
5.35pm, 7 45pm, 955pm (not Wed) 

Tomorrow Never Dios 1.10pm, 3.50pm, 
630pm. 9.10pm (Wed) 

Welcome To Sarajevo 1 35pm. 4.05pm, 
7pm, 950pm (Wed) 


(0171-382 7000) 0 Moorgate 
The Borrowers 2.30pm (not Thu) 
Spiceworid - The Movie 4 .15pm, 6 30pm, 
8.30pm 

Tomorrow Never Dies 3pm, 6pm, 8.40pm 
CH ELSEA CBME MA 

(0171-351 3742) 0 Sloane Square 
The Tango Lesson lo Thu 2pm, 4.15pm. 
6.30pm, 8.50pm 


(0171-498 2242) 0 Clap Comm 

The Borrowers to Thu 1pm (not Thu). 3pm 

(not Thu), 5pm, 7pm (not Wed) 

The Fufl Monty lo Tue 12.45pm, 2.45pm, 
7.30pm, 9.30pm; Wed/Thu 1 ,30pm (Wed). 
3.30pm (Wed), 7.30pm (Thu) 

LA. Confidential to Thu 4.45pm (not Wed), 
9pm (not Wed) 

Starship Troopers Thu 9.20pm 
T omorrow Never Dies to Thu 1.45pm (not 
Thu), 4.15pm, 6.45pm (not Wed), 9.15pm (not 
Wed) 

CURZON MAYFAIR 

(0171-3(2? 1720) 0 Green Park 

Tomorrow Never Dies to Thu 1pm, 

3.30pm, 6pm, a30pm (not Wed) 


(0171-369 1721)0 LAtcSq 

Keep The A s pi dis tr a Flying to Thu 

i.15pm, 6.15pm 

Shooting Fish lo Thu 3.45pm, 8.30pm (not 
Wed) 


(0171-439 4805) 0 Leic Sq/Tottenham Cout 
Road 

It’s A Wonderful Life 2.40pm, 5.30pm. 
8.15pm (not Wed) 

ELEPHANT & CASTLE CQBM jET 

(0171-703 4968) 

0 Elephant & Caste 

Alien: Resurrection to Wed 8.40pm 

The Borrowers Mon-Thu 1pm. 4.50pm 

George Of The Jungle to Thu 1 .30pm, 
4pm. 6.20pm 

Spiceworid - The Movfe to Thu 2.45pm. 
6 40pm, 850pm 

Tbmarrow N e v er Dies Mon-Thu 2pm, 
4.30pm. 855pm 

EMPWE LEK SESTER_SQ 

(0171-43 7 1234)0 LetC Sq 

The Fid Monty 1pm (not Thu). 3.30pm. 

6pm. 8.30pm (not Wed) 

Seven Years in Tibet i2noon (not Thu). 


3pm, 6.15pm (not Wed). 920pm (not Wed) 
Splc cwo r l d - The Movie 11.30am (not 
Thul. 1 50pm. 4 15pm, 6 40pm. 9 05pm (not 
Wed) 

GATE M OTTIN O Hfl-L 

{ 0171.727 4043) 0 Norting Hrfl Cate 
Kitchen 1.55pm. 4.15pm. 6.35pm. B.55pm 

(not Wed) 

HA MMERSMITH VIRGIN 

(0181-9706026) 

0 Harreneremith 

Allen: Resurrection lo Tue 9.30pm 
The Borrowers 12.10pm. 2.10pm. 420pm, 
650pm 

Home Alone 3 12noon. 2.15pm, 4.40pm (not 
Thu}, 7pm (not Thu) 

1 Know What You Did Last Summer to 

Tufthhu B ,50pm 

Spiceworid - The Movie 12noon. 2.20pm, 

4 40pm, 7 10pm, 930pm (not Wed) 

Starship Troopers Thu 1JL20pm, 3pm, 

6pm, 9pm 

Tomorrow Never Dies to Tue/Thu 12.30pm, 
320pm, 6.10pm, 9pm (not Wed); Wed 4.30pm. 
7pm, 9.35pm 

I GA CINEMA 

(0171 -930 3647) 0 Char Cross 

Close-Up 5pm, 7pm. 9pm 

Fellini: A Director's Notebook Thu 

6.30pm, 8.30pm 

I VHeHonl Mon-Wed 6.30pm 

La Strada Mon-Wed 8.30pm 

METR O 

10171-437 0757) 0 Picc Crc 

Kiss Me Guido to Tue 2pm, 4.15pm, 6.30pm, 

8 45pm 

Persons Unknown lo Tue 3.30pm. 8.30pm 
Under The Skbi to Tue 1pm. 6pm 

THE MjNEMA 

(0171-369 1723) 0 Knightsbridge 

It’s A Wonderful Life to Thu 3pm, 6.30pm, 

9pm (not Wed) 

NOTT1MG WLL CORONET 

(0171-727 6705) 0 Notting Hill Gale 
tomorrow Never Dies 3pm, 6pm, 820pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(01B1-315 4255) 0 Camd Town 
Allen: Resurrection 9.30pm (not Wed) 

Cop Land 9.15pm (not Wed/Thu) 

George Of The Jungle 12. 15pm. 2.30pm, 
4.45pm. 7pm (not Wed/Thu) 

Hercules 1.10pm 

Home Alone 3 1.1 5pm. 3.45pm. 6.30pm (not 
Wed) 

LA. Confidential to Tue/Thu 8.50pm 
One Night Stand 3.45pm, 6.30pm (not 
Wed) 

Spiceworid - The Movie 12.10pm, 

2.25pm. 4.40pm, 6.55pm (not Wed). 9.20pm 
(not Wed) 

Starship Troopers Thu 7pm, 9.30pm 
Tomorrow Never Dies 12.45pm, 3.30pm, 
6.15pm (not Wed), 9.1 5pm (not Wed) 

ODEON HAYMARKET „ _ 

(0181-315 4212) 0 Pcc Circ 
Regeneration 2pm, 6.10pm (not Wed). 
8.45pm (nol Wed) 


(0181-315 4214) 0 High St Ken 
Alien: Resieveetfon 9.40pm (not Wed) 
The Borrowers 12.25pm, 2.45pm, 5.05pm 
Cop Land 7 ,15pm 

George Of The Jungle 12noon, 2.10pm. 
4.20pm, 6.30pm (not Thu) 

Hercules 12.15pm 

Home Alone 3 1 35pm, 4.10pm, 6.45pm 

I Know What You Did Last Summer 

2.40pm. 5.05pm, 7.30pm. 9.55pm (not Wed) 

LA. Confidential to Tue 9.15pm 
Seven Veras bn Tibet 9.15pm {not Wed) 
Spiceworid - The Movie 12.15pm. 
235pm. 5pm, 7.20pm. 9 40pm (not Wed) 
Starship Troopers 
Thu 6.30pm, 9 30pm 
■tomorrow Never Dies 1pm. 3 50pm. 
6.40pm. 9.30pm (not Wed) 

OPHWI LEIC SQ 

(0181-315 4215)0 Leic Sq 

tomorrow Never Dies 1225pm. 3 05pm. 
5.5Qpm (not Wed). B.35pm (not Wed) 


(0181-315 4216) 0 Mamie Arch 
Alien: Resurrection B.55pm (not Wed) 
The Borrowers 12.1 5pm. 2210pm, 4,25pm, 
6.35pm (not Wed) 

Cop Land Mon/Tue 8.30pm 

George Of The Jimgle 11 40am. 1.50pm, 

4.05pm, 6.15pm (not Wed/Thu) 

Home Alone 3 11 35am. 1 ,55pm, 4 15pm, 
6.35pm (not Wed) 

LA. Confidential 8.45pm (not Wed) 
Spiceworid - The Movie tpm, 3.35pm, 
6.10pm (not Wed). 8.40pm (not Wed) 
Starship TVoopers Thu 6pm. 8.55pm 
tomorrow Never Dies 1220pm. 3pm. 





The Magnificent Ambersons, NFT, London SEI (0171-928 3232) 

She was loved by millions for her performance as Endora in Bewitched, but before 
TV fame, Agnes Moorehead was one of Lhose actresses who rarely played leads but 
stole pictures nonetheless. She was third billing after Bogart and Bacall as Madge 
Raps in Dark Passage, second to Eleanor Parker in Caged but her finest hour was in 
this, Orson Welles's second film, having played the crucial role of the mother in his 
first Citizen Kane. Moorehead 's performance as the repressed spinster maintains a 
thrilling tension between fuff-throttle passion and horrified restraint. RKO famous- 
ly cut a horrifying 44 minutes but this lustrous new print underlines the stunning cin- 
ematography of the remaining masterpiece, which Scorsese copied in 77i*» 4ge of 
Innocence . nearly 50 years later. You can see more Moorehead next month in AD 
That Heaien Allows and Magnificent Obsession. 

D avid Benedict 


6.05pm (not Wed). 9pm (not Wed) 

ODE ON MEZZ ANINE 

(0181-3154215)0 Leic Sq 

Bean 2.35pm, 4.35pm, 6.40pm (not Wed), 

9.05pm (not Wed) 

Face/Off 2 15pm. 520pm (not Wed). 8.20pm 
(not W6d) 

The Full Monty 12 50pm, 2.05pm, 2.55pm, 
4.05pm, 510pm (not Wed). 6.10pm (not Wed), 

7 10pm (not Wed). 8 20pm (nol Wed). 9.10pm 
(not Wed) 

The Tango Lesson 2.1 5pm. 4.20pm. 
6.30pm (not Wed), 8 45pm (not Wed) 


(0181-315 4220) 0 Swiss Cort 

Afiem Resurrection to Thu 8.45pm (not 

Wed) 

The Borrowers to Thu 1 2.30pm, 2 30pm. 
4.30pm (not Wed), 6 30pm (not Wed) 

Cop Land to Tue 8.35pm 
George Of The Jungle 
to Thu t 20pm. 3 45pm. 6.15pm (not Wad) 
Home Alone 3 to Thu 12 40pm, 3 10pm, 
5.55pm [nol Wed) 

1 Know What You Did Last Summer 

1pm, 3 35pm, 6 05pm (not Wed), 8 40pm (rot 
Wed) 

LA. Confidential to Thu 8 1 5pm (not wed) 

Spiceworid - The Movie ipm, 3.30pm. 
6pm (not Wed), 8.30pm (nol Wed) 

Starship Troopers Thu 6pm. 8.35pm 
Tomorrow Never Dies 12 10pm, 3pm. 
5.50pm (not Wed), 8.40pm (not Wed) 


(0181-315 4221) 0 Leic Sq 
Alien: Resurrection 1 15pm. 2pm (not 
Thut. 3 40pm. 4 40pm tool Thu). 6 i0pm (no! 
Wed). 7.10pm (not Wed/Thu), 8 45pm (nol 
Wed). 9.45pm {not Wed/Thu) 

Starship Troopers Thu 1 45pm. 4 55pm. 
7.45pm 

PEPSI IMAX C INEMA 

(0845-600 0505) 0 Pec Cue 

Across The Sea Of Time - A New Ybrfc 

Adventure (3D) Tue. Thu 1 1 30am. i .30pm. 

3 30pm. 5.30pm. 7 30pm. 9 30pm; also Mon. Fn 
1 0.30am. 12 30pm, 2 30pm, 4 30pm. 6.30pm. 

8 30pm. 10 30pm. Wed 10 30am, 12 30pm. 
2.30pm. 4 30pm. 6.30pm. 8 3Cipm 
Beavers Mon, Fn 1 1 .30am, Tue. Thu 2 30pm, 
Wed 3 30pm 

Blue Planet Mon 5 30pm, Tue 4 30pm, 
8.30pm. Wed 1 1 30am, Thu 4 30pm. 10 30pm, 
Fn 3 30pm, 9 30pm 

Grand Canyon - The Ifidden Secrets 

Mon, Wed 1.30pm. 7 30pm. Tue 12 30pm. Thu 
10.30am. Fn 5 30pm 

Thrill Ride > The Science Of Fun Mon 

3.30pm. 9 30pm. Tue 10 30am. 6 30pm. 
10.30pm. Wed 5.30pm. Thu 12 30pm. 8 30pm. 
Fn 1.30pm. 7.30pm, 11 30pm 

PHOENIX CWEMA 


(0181-444 67891 0 East RncWey 

Contact Tue 8pm 

Grasse Pomte Blank Thu 9pm 

Hercules Wed/Thu 2pm; Mon/Tue 1 .30pm 

Keep The Aspidistra 

Flying Tue 2 15pm 

Airs Brown Mon 625pm 

NO By Mouth Mon 3 40pm 

The Tango Lesson Mon-Thu 2.10pm (not 

Tuel. 4 25pm, 6.40pm. 8 50pm (Mon) 

Things to Do In Denver When Ybti’re 
Dead Thu 6.30pm 

Wilde Mon 8 40pm; Tue 3 30pm; Wed 6pm; 

Thu 4pm 

Win ft Snow For Christmas? Tue 6pm; 
Wed 4pm 

PLAZA 

(0171-437 1234) 0 Picc Clrc 

The Borrowers 2.30pm (Thu), 430pm, 

6.30pm, 8.25pm (nol Wed) 

Cop Land 1 30pm (Thu), 4pm, 6.10pm, 

8 40pm (not Wfid) 

I Know What You Did Last Summer 

1 ,45pm (Thu). 4.05pm, 6.20pm, 8.40pm (not 
Wed) 

One (tight stand 1 .40pm (Thu), 3.55pm. 

6 20pm, 8.45pm (not Wed) 

RENOIR 

(0171 -837 8402) 0 Russell Sq 

Kitchen (W6 Ai Chufang) to Thu f 35pm, 

3.55pm. 6 15pm. 8.40pm 

The Tango Lesson to Thu 2pm, 4 15pm. 

6.30pm. 8.50pm 

run cmema 

10171-254 6677) BR; Dalston Kngsland 
Hie Borrowers Mon-Thu 2pm. 4.15pm 
Chasing Amy Thu 8 40pm 
Close-Up Mon/Tue 6.3Cipm 
One Night Stand to Tue B 45pm, Wed 
630pm 

PalookaviHe Thu 7pm 

RI TZY CINEM A 

(01 71 - 737 21 21 ) BR/e Bnxlon 
Alien: Resurrection 9 10pm (not Wed/Thu) 
Austin Powers: international Man Of 
Mystery Thu 7 15pm (+ Mare Attacks! 

8 55pm) 

Be avis ft Butt-head Do America Mon 

7 15pm (+ Romeo and Juliet 9.05pm] 

The Borrowers 1 lam (Tue), 1pm, 3pm. 5pm 

George Of The Jungle 1 10pm. 3.10pm, 
5.10pm (not Wed) 

Gross© Point© Blank Tue 7 15pm (+ Blood 
Simple 9 05pm) 

Home Alone 3 11 45am (Tue), 2.15pm, 

4 30pm, 6 50pm 

l Know What You Did Last Summer 

9 20pm (nol Mon-Wed) 

lt*s A Wonderful Life 1 .05pm, 3.35pm. 

6 20pm 

Kiss Me GuMo 7pm. 9 20pm (Mon/Tue) 

LA. Confidential 9pm (not Wed) 

Miracle On 34th Street Tue 1030am 


Mrs Brawn 1 20pm 

Tim Burton’s The Nightmare Before 
Christmas Tue 10.30am 
NB By Mouth Wed 5.10pm (-<- Face 7.30pm) 
Starship Troopers Thu 9.iQpm 
tomorrow Never Dies 3 5Spm. 6.30pm. 
9.05pm (not Wed) 

BiTMECTf r m BAKER STREET 

(0171 -486 0036) 0 Baker St 

The Bo r rowe rs Mon-Wed 3 30pm, 520pm, 

7.10pm; Thu 2.40pm, 4.55pm. 640pm 

The Fun Monty Mon/Tue 9pm 
Starship Troopers Thu 8 30pm 
tomorrow Never Dies 3pm. 6.10pm. 
8.40pm (notWfed) 

sswmoitTHE aa 

(0171-226 3520) 0 Angel 

The Fid Monty 2.40pm, 4.40pm, 6.50pm 

(not Hie). 9pm (not Wed) 

Shooting Fish Tue 6.40pm 


(0171 -435 3366) €► Bebize Pk 

It’s A Wonderful Ufa 320pm, 6pm. 

8.35pm (not Wed) 

UCI WHITELEYS 

(01 71-732 3332) 0 Bayswater 
Alien: Resurrection to Tue 9.35pm 
The Borrowers lo Tue 1 lam. ipm, 3pm, 
5pm; Wed 11.50am. 12.40pm, 2 35pm, 4.35pm; 
Thu 12.45pm, 2.40pm, 4.35pm 
Cop Land to Wed 6.30pm, 9.10pm (not Wed) 
The FuB Monty to Tue 7pm, W6d 6.45pm 
George Of The Jungle 11.45am (Thu). 
2pm, 420pm. 6.40pm, 9pm (not Wed) 
Hercules to Tue 11.30am; Wed Ham 
Home Alone 3 to Tue l2noon, 220pm, 
4.40pm. 7 05pm: Wed/Thu 1 1 .30am (Wed), 
1.40pm. 4pm, 6.20pm 

1 Know What You Did Last Summer to 

Tue/Thu 5.10pm (to Tue), 7.30pm, 9.50pm: Wed 
425pm, 6.35pm 

One Night Stand 9.40pm (not Wed) 
Spiceworid - The Movie to Tue/Thu 
1i 15am (to Hie), 1.15pm. 3.15pm, 5.15pm. 
7.15pm. 920pm; Wed 10.45am. 12.40pm. 
2.35pm. 4 30pm. 625pm 
Starship Troopers Thu 12.55pm, 3.40pm, 

6 30pm. 8 45pm. 920pm 
Tomorrow Never Dies to Tue/Thu 12.40pm, 
1 30pm. 325pm. 4.10pm. 6.10pm, 6.50pm. 
8.50pm. 9.30pm; Wed 12.10pm. 1.15pm, 
255pm. 3.45pm. 6pm, 6.15pm 


(0181-970 6010) 0 Sloane Sq 
Cop Land lo Tue 8.30pm 
The Full Monty Tue/Thu B.50pm 

George Of The Jungle 1 40pm (not Thu), 
4pm, B. 10pm 

Home Alone 3 to Wed 1.20pm, 3.40pm. 
630pm; Thu 2pm 

Spiceworid - The Movie 2.40pm. 4.45pm, 
7.10pm, 920pm (not Wed) 

Starship Troopers Thu 3pm, 6.10pm, 9pm 
tomorrow Never Dies 1.30pm (not Thu). 
4.10pm, 6.50pm. 9.30pm (not Wed) 

VBKHN FULHAM ROAD 

(0181-970 6011) 0 South Ken 
AKeru Resiarection 
to Tue/Thu 8.30pm 

The Borrowers 12noon (not Thu), 2.10pm, 
4.20pm, 620pm 

I Know What ton Did Last Summer 

1.50pm (not Thu), 4.10pm. 6.40pm. 9.15pm (not 
Wed) 

K* A Wonderful Life 12.40pm (not Thu), 
320pm, 6pm, 8.45pm (nol Wed) 

LA. Confidential 220pm, 5.20pm, 8.15pm 
(not Wed) 

Spiceworid - The Movfe 1 .40pm (not Thu). 
3.50pm, 6.10pm, 830pm (not Wfid) 
To m orrow Never Dies ipm (not Thu), 
3.40pm. 620pm, 9pm (not Wed) 


(0181-970 6016) 0 Picc Ctrc 

The Fkdl Monty 125pm. 3.45pm, 6.15pm, 

8.50pm (not Wed) 

LA. Confidential 2pm, 5pm, 8.35pm (not 
Wed) 

NB By Mouth 2.35pm, 5.35pm. 8.35pm (nol 
Wed) 

VBIGIN TBOCAPERO 

(0181-970 6015) 0 Picc Clrc 

Alien: Resurrection Thu 1 20pm, 4pm, 

6.30pm, 9pm 

The Borrowers 12.20pm, 2.15pm, 420pm, 
620pm 

Cop Land to Wed 1.30pm, 4pm, 6.40pm, 

9.10pm (not Wed); Thu 9.15pm 

Face/Off lo Tue/Thu B.SOpm 

George Of The Jungle 12.10pm, 220pm, 

420pm. 6.40pm 

Hercules i2noon, 2pm 

Home Atone 3 12.15pm, 220pm. 4.45pm, 

7pm, 920pm (not Wed/Thu) 

1 Know What You Did Last Saanmer 
4.15pm, 6.45pm, 9.10pm (not Wed) 

One Night Stand lo Tue/Thu 9pm 
Spiceworid - The Movie i2noon. 1pm, 

2 20pm. 320pm, 4.40pm, 550pm, 7pm. 
8.10pm (not Wed). 920pm (not Wed) 


(01 71-437 4347) «■ Laic Sq 

The Borrowers 1220pm, 220pm. 4.40pm, 

Tpm 

Contact 5.10pm 

Cop Land 12.10pm. 220pm. 4.50pm, 

7 10pm, 940pm 

George Of The Jungle 1pm, 3.10pm. 

5.15pm, 7.75pm 

Hercules l2noon. 2pm 

Home Alone 3 11.50am, 2.10pm. 4.30pm. 

6.40pm. 9 15pm 

1 Know What You Did Last Summer 

12.30pm. 2.40pm. 5pm. 720pm. 9.30pm 
la. Confidential 12noon, 3pm, 6pm, 9pm. 

8.10pm 

A Ufa Less Ordinary 9.20pm 
My Best Friend's Mfedrfmg 8.40pm 
One Night Stand 1 50pm, 4.10pm, 6.30pm. 
8.50pm 

Prince Vaftant 12.15pm. 2.15pm, 4.15pm 

W elco m e Tb Sarajevo 620pm 


REPERTORY 

EVERYMAN 

<0171-435 1525) 

0 Hampstead 

Monday 29 Otphae Spm 

+ Beauty And The Beast (Cocteau Version) 
3.45pm 

Tuesday 30 Bringing Up Baby 2pm + Hts 
Girl Friday 350pm 

Wednesday 31 Metropolis 1 .45pm + Blade 

Runner- The Director's Cut 3 15pm 

Thursday 1 The Big Sleep ipm + North By 

Northwest 3.10pm 

Friday 2 My Own Private 

Idaho 2.05pm + Arizona Dream 4pm Written 

On The Wind 6.45pm Kitchen B.45pm 


(0171-633 0274) 0 Waterloo 
Monday 29 The Magnificent Ambersons 
2.30pm, 6.30pm 
A Principled And 

Compassionate Look 6.15pm Carrington 
8.30pm 

Agape 8.45pm 

Tuesday 30 The Magnificent Ambereons 
2 30pm. 6.10pm Agape 6.15pm A Braised 
Daffodil Of Last Night's Sin: 

Television/On Dial: Oscar Wilde 7.30pm The 
English Patient 8pm No Room For The 
Groom 8 30pm 

Wednesday 31 The English Patient Wed 
245pm 

Wednesday 31 The 
Magnificent Ambereons 4pm 
Thursday 1 The Magnificent Ambereons 
4pm, 6.30pm Austin Powers: International 
Man Of Mystery 4.15pm Albino Alligator 
6.15pm Queen Kelly 720pm Lost Highway 
820pm Meet Me At The Fair 8.30pm 
Friday 2 Sally In Our Alley 2 ,30pm Take Me 
To Tbwn 6.15pm Austin Powers: international 
Man Of Mystery 6.30pm Man With A Movie 
Camera 7.30pm Swtngere 8 30pm The 
Magnificent 
Ambereons 8.45pm 

PHOENIX CINEMA - 

(0181-883 2233} 0 East Finchley 
Tuesday 30 Will ft Snow For Christmas? (Y- 
Aura-TII De La Neige A Noel?) Tue 6pm; Wed 
4pm Contact 8pm 

Thursday 1 Things To Do In Denver When 
You’re Dead 6.30pm + Grosse Paint Blank 
9pm 

Friday 2 

The tongo Lesson 2.10pm. 425pm. 6.40pm 
8.50pm 


(0171-437 8181) 

0 Picc Cffq/L&ic Sq 

Monday 29 The Godfather ipm The 
Godfather Part II 4.30pm The Godfather Part 
1118pm 

Tuesday 30 The Lost World: Jurassic Park 
Tue 1.15pm 

This World, Then The Fireworks 4pm The 
Frith Element 6.30pm Grosse Points Blank 
9.15pm 

Wednesday 31 Wiffiam Shakespeare's 
Romeo + 

Jufiet 1 .30pm Lost Highway 4pm 
Thursday 1 Pusher 4pm Swingers 9pm 


(0181-741 2255) 

0 Hammersmith 

Monday 29 Madame 

Butterfly 5pm, 8.10pm 

Tuesday 30 The Lady 

Vanishes 6.45pm + The 39 Steps 8.45pm 

Friday 2 Hearts Of Age 6.50pm, 8.50pm 

The Magnificent Ambereons 7pm, 9pm 


(0181-568 1176) BR: Kew Bridget 
Gunnersbury 

Friday 2 The Borrowers 1.30pm, 3.30pm The 
Wings Of The Dove 7pm, 9pm 


GAMES 


BRIDGE: ALAN HI RON 
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A “frozen suit" is one that neither side 
can lead without conceding an extra 
trick (such as North: Q .3,2; East: 

A,] 0,9; South: and West K.8,7.6) 

is not new. The concept is noi new, but 
the name is. 

West opened 1NT (12-14 points). 
North doubled (ugh!) and East 
redoubled. This would not have been a 
success but South, not unnaturally, bid 
2 ♦ . West passed, expecting action 
from his partner, but East, instead of 
trying 3 + rather wetfy passed. 

West led 4-K against 2 ♦ and. with 
only seven top winners. South needed a 
trick in a red suit, which looked 
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unpromising. However, there was 
scope for an end-play. After winning 
with 4A, declarer ruffed a dub in 
hand, crossed to ♦ A and ruffed 
another club. Then he drew the last 
trump and led a diamond io the nine 
and jack. 

East was end-played. A club would 
concede a ruff and discard, a diamond 
lead would clearly cost, so he was 
reduced io tacklinghearts; perhaps 
West had v'AJ.10. 

No joy, for after We-sl had taken his 
ace, hoib red suits were frozen and 
West was on lead, he tried 'T’J (perhaps 
East had the ten as well) but to no avail. 


CRYPTIC CROSSWORD 


*.5 
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... . - • 



ACROSS 

I Sit for photo (4) 

4 Discrimination (5) 

9 Excel (5) 

10 Type of cycle pedal 
(3-4) 

II Wind instrument (8) 

12 Part of leg (4) 

13 Murals (4,9) 

17 Gradually decrease 

(4) 

18 Bold (8) 

21 Belgian language (7) 

22 Angry (5) 

23 Spring flower (5) 

24 Detest (4) 


DOWN 

2 Drinks dispenser (5) 

3 Piece of self-indul- 
gence (3-4) 

4 Parliamentary in- 
struction to vote (5- 
4,4) 

5 Badger s home (4) 

6 Made of clay (7) 

7 Sadness (6) 

8 Rotate rapidly (4) 

14 Showing tolerance 
(7) 

15 Stain on silver etc (7) 

16 Method (b) 

17 Spouse (4) 

19 Pass into law (5; 

20 Account (4) 


Solution to last Saturday's Concise Crossword: 


guiTlS Pm rare! 16 Rattle. isTlncIc. Motor. >1 Ka^k. 


No. 349J, Monday 29 December 


By Portia 



ACROSS 15 

1 Rest are in favour of 

reaching compromise (6.3) 

6 Mean persons the cause of 17 
endless unhappiness (5) 
v Crew try to get at tropical 
fruit (5) 19 

10 Jewish guy has degree in 20 
music one reveals (9) 

) ] He has lots to shift ( 10) 22 

12 Sense of duty towards 

pupil (4) 25 

14 Seems to have a bearing 

on energy survey (4-3) 


Isn’t mad about unfashion- 14 
able garment father wears 
(7) 16 

Greek character returns 
minus a quarter of shellfish IS 
(7) 

Country lover? (7) 19 

Fbwerless to get nd of 21 

Paint stain's no longer 23 

stuck on hard (10) 

On the way home time 24 

went quicluy, it’s strange 

IW1 


26 Wedding group (5) 

27 Hear school has taken 
food (5) 

28 Mavbe expressed in verse 

(9)' 

DOWN 

1 Dance society takes on a 
business school graduate 
(5) 

2 Cautions European who 
can be persistent (9) 

3 Sign over abbey church in 
the heart of England (10) 

4 Intended ringing number 
to obtain money (7) 

5 Disturbance before second 
game on court (7) 

6 Sounds like servant’s in 
clover (4) 

7 A few thousand go into 
battle (5) 

S Buoyant about one who’s 
inside still (9) 

13 Successfully make a stab at 
rehearsal (5,7) 

14 Middlemen follow French 
cattle car (9) 

16 American state imprisoned 
one member for life (9) 

15 Appears to embarrass Pole 


Appears to embarrass Folt 

S in (5.2) 

uing individual? (7) 
Imply it’s given as bribe 
(3,2) 

Joint is removed from 
something else (5) 

Green square of linen (4) 
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20/TELEVISION & RAylM 

I 


TODAY’S PICK 


Secret Lives; Grace Kelly (9pm C4) 
The ice-ard-Cre Hitchcock blonde who 
walked out of one of the most promising 
careers'in movies and into the gilded cage 
that was the Principality of Monaco, and 
who died in an “as yet unexplained” car 
crash. Kelly’s sex life before she met Prince 
Rainier is no secret and Hotiywood Confi- 
dential once dubbed her “Miss Home- 
breaker of 1954". What’s new here is 


Princess Grace’s deep involvement with die 
Order of the Solar Temple, the elhast 
Catholic sect taken over by a shuckster 
hypnotist and turned very nasty indeed. 

Looking like Diana (8.30pm C4) 
Another princess, another car crash. 
Mark Soldingers film looks at the fetes 
of various professional Princess Diana 
lookalikes since her death. Between tales 


of scaring shop assistants, it all seems to 
boil down to whether they are willing to 
give up their lucrative sidelines in the name 
of good taste - or not. 

Operation Good Guys (9.30pm 
BBC2) New comedy series (in seven 
parts) spoofing all those fly-on-the-wall 
documentaries about the police, and its 
surprisingly good. 


i * -my 


The secret life of Grace Keliyi C4 



THE FILM 


TTj ( ,|.45pm 

ST** 

- the most expense ' rW \ singer “ 

rather lost on the TV young mechanic 

taressive screen ***» *? 1 pj^. while attempting to get 

labour in "f^H en ^G 4 ra«l Depardie u's nar rek at 

it together vnthJudidilW ^ a Ksmpen perfet™»» . 

the "P o' Ite MtoSX - wh0 iS eXCe l |en ' 

in a thankless role, unlike n>om 

long-suffering w^* " ~ ■ 


BBCl 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL4 CHANNEL 5 


ZOO News; Local News; Weather (7) 

(2331287) 

ZW Children’s BBC: Poddinglon Peas 
(R) (30T9875I. 7.15 T-stetubbtes (R) (S| 
(2808184). 740 The Busy World of 
Richard Scarry (Ft) (8235417) 635 
YaMy Duck (R) ^64539621. 830 Gad- 
get Boy (S; (7892897 ). 8-55 The Real 
Adventures o! Jonny Quest (R) 
(3347982). 020 Sweet Valley High (R) 
(Si (1687078). 045 Pingu (9778417). 
050 Teletubbies (S) (9761320). 

1030 News; Weather (7} (865947 7). 

10-30 tniml The Ugly Dachshund 

(Norman Tokar 1966 US). A Great Dane 
thinks he is a dachshund (40523). 

124)0 To the Manor Bom (R) (T) (73707). 

' 1030 Celebrity Ready, Steady, Cook 
(SJ (54879). 100 News; Weather; 
Regional News (77 (50907184) 115 
Neighbours (SI (T) (73042962 ). 

135 jnfcnl The Land before Time [Don 
Bluth 1988 US). *Dunng the age of the 
dinosaurs, climate changes shrink 
food supplies". This dull but mildly 
eoo-educaftonaJ animation was pro- 
duced by Steven Spielberg (90776391. 

240 Vets in Practice (4426320). 340 The 
World 's Strongest Man (S) (7383287). 

340 fefcn'l Fight of the Navigator (Ran- 
dal Kleiser 1986 US) A twelve-year-old 
boy is whisked away by aliens in this 
entertaining fantasy (SJ (T) (3272788). 

5X15 Children’s BBC: Blue Peter Review 
of the Year (S) (T) (9788146). 

5-35 Neighbours (S) (T) (91 1981). 

630 News; Weather ( T) (317982). 

6.15 Local News; Weather (77 (367487). 

630 Noel's Christmas Daly Ackflcts. 
Guests include the inseparable Angela 
Griffin and Tracy Shaw from Coronation 
Street, Ant and Dec. Shane Richie and 
Claudia Winkteman (S) (184). 

7J00 This Is Ybur Life (S) (77 (8558). 

730 Animal Sanctuary. John Craven vis- 
its the largest chimpanzee sanctuary in 
the world. It's in Zambia (Sj (7) (368). 

830 EastEnders. Boxing Day at the Vic. 
Life doesn't come much grimmer than 
this (SI 0)0078). 

830 Auntie's New Winter Bloomers. 

Outtakes from Tom Jones. Drover’s 
Gold and Men Behaving Badly 
recycled as comedy (S) (77 (3813). 

830 News; Local News; Weather (T) 

(2165). 

930 The Woman at White. 2/2. 

Concluding the Wilkie Collins adaptation 
- first shown last year. (2129981). 

1035 Films of the Year with Barry Nor- 
man. Bazza’s dozen (S) (77 (267252). 

1120 Rhythm of Life. Former Beatles 
producer George Martin looks at the 
role o f melody (S) (224707). 

12.10 Nm| Carry On England (Gerald 
Thomas 1976 UK). The Carry On series 
limps on into the mid-Seventies. which 
means the likes of Windsor Davies and 
Patrick Mower find themselves in this 
army spoof - and Kenneth Connor is 
amon g the few old faces (5691837). 

140 ram| Blue City (Michelle Manning 
1986 US) Drifter Judd Nelson returns 
to his home town after five years and 
is shocked to discover his father has 
been murdered. Dial *R’ for revenge 
(Followed by Weather) To 2.55am. 


Z05 Match of the Day (SJ (77 (9208287). 
8-20 Great Mysteries and Myths o! the 
Twentieth Century (9545610). 

845 Nm( The Golden Hour (George 
Marshall 1941 US). James Stewart 
called this his worst movie. He pl3ys a 
harmonica player who joins a poor but 
talented band (1580287). 

1005 I%n] Mb Smith Goes to Washing- 
ton (Frank Capra 1939 US). James 
Stewart in the role that made him a star 
- as Jefferson Smith, the politically 
naive everyman who saves America 
from corruption. Smith is the Innocent 
bumpkin chosen by cynical pofitldans 
ted by Claude Rains (who else?) to 
replace a recently deceased senior 
senator - in the belief that he'll do what 
he's told. But the wor m turn s, aided by 
secretary Jean Arthur (57778287). 

12-JO Close-up on James Stewart (S) 
(9928558). 12.15 Cambridge Folk 
Festival (S) (8188184). 

1235 The Royal Institution Christmas 
Lectures - the Magical Maze. 
Professor Ian Stewart shows how. 
although animals appear to walk in a 
huge variety of ways, there are some 
stran ge similarities (S) (T) (1920287). 

155 Win] We Dive at Dawn (Anthony 

. Asquith 1 943 UK). The first of double 
biH of wartime movies directed by 
Anthony Asquith has British sub- 
mariners stalking a Nazi pocket baltte- 
shfp. With John Mills (88785962). 

330 Irawl The Why to the Stars (Antho- 
ny Asquith 1945 UK). Atmospheric if 
genteel study of a wartime bomber 
base, with a fine cast including 
Michael Redgrave. John Mills, and 
Rosamund John (7) (259252). 

535 Ever ything to Play For (303417). 

545 S Zulu (Cy Endfield 1964 US). A 
handful of Victorian redcoats hold out 
against 4.000 Zulus in this exciting 
Imperial yam based on the real battle 
of Rorke's Drift. Stanley Baker, Michael 
Caine and Jack Hawkins lead the 
heroics (77 (45980542). 

8J00 The Lost Cttikfeen of Beilin. In 
April 1942. the last Jewish school in 
Berlin was closed by the Gestapo. 

More than 50 years later, the surviving 
classmates reunite to recall their past 
experiences. Narrated by Anthony 
Hopkins (SJ ( T) (839691 ). 

830 Close-Up on James Stewart Gary 
Oldman’s choice (S) (971691). 

930 The Fast Show (S) (T) (2697). 

930 Operation Good Guys. See Today's 
Pick, above (SJ (7) (11455J. 

10.00 Merry Hbid the Buzzcocks. Boy 
George. Noddy Holder, Jonathan Ross 
and Louise Wener are the comedy 
pop quiz guests (SJ (7) (297233). 

1040 Stella Street (SJ ( T) (918504). 

1030 The Christmas Armistice. Arman- 
do lannucci. Peier Baynham and 
David Schneider make a welcome 
return with their deceptively friendly 
satire, spiking New Labour on their wit 
long before Rrxy Bremner got in on 
the act (flj (SJ (77 (359287). 

1135 Stella Street (SJ (7} (876349J. 

1145 Nml Germinal (Claude Bern 1995 
Ft). See The Film, above {Followed by 
Wfeatherview) (39129691). To 2.25am. 


630 GMTV (2185900) 

935 Children's ITV: The Fantastic voy- 
ages of Sinbad the Sailor (1695097). 
935 London Today (7) (7448639) 
1030 Freakazoid! (Si (122711 
1030 E»n| The Princess Bride (Rob 
Reiner 1 987 US) Ungainly but highly 
enjoyable fantasy, scripted by William 
Goldman from a slory he wrote for his 
•children Cary Efwes is the farm fcov 
from the late Middle Ages who lalls m 
love wrth his beautiful employer (Robin 
Wright) and sets off for foreign lands 
to make his fortune so that hie can 
afford to many her (Si (7) (97003829) 
1230 Your Shout ( 9822320 » 1230 News. 
Wealher (T) (46560542) 1240 
London Today (71 (2885097) 115 
Carto on Time (33376233) 

125 Earn! Wild Hearts Can't Be 
Broken (Steve Miner 1991 US). 
Superior Disney tare based on the 
real-life adventures of Sonora Webster, 
a strong-willed girl who (Oirts a travel- 
ling show m the early 1 930s and Irans 
to become a 'drying girl" - sitting 
astnde a horse as it dives 40f\ into a 
tank of water With Gabrielle Anwar 
and Cliff Robertson (SJ (77 (67817542) 
3-05 Nfcnl Return of the Pink Panther 
(Blake Edwards 1975 UK). The return 
of Pater Sellers, with Christopher 
Plummer as Jhe thief who's stolen I he 
eponymous gem (77 (232153491. 

535 Taking Telephone Numbers (S) 
(3618165). 

540 News; Weather (77 f 267287 ) 

630 London Ibnight (77 (9001 
630 London Bridge (Sj (252). 

730 Michael Barry morels Strike It 
Rich (S) (77 (9946). 

730 Coronation Street. Toyah and 
the Street's unlikely new eco-wamcv. 
Spider, discover the council’s 
secret plan. (T)(436) 

830 The Fredcfie Starr Show. Status 
Quo, Leo Sayer. Antony Worraif 
Thompson and Wayne Dobson are 
the lad’s guests (71 (3788) 

930 The One That Got Away. Another 
chance, should you so wish, to see 
this feature-length drama based on 
the bestseller by Chris Ryan. Paul 
McGann plays Ryan, a member of an 
ill-fated mission to sabotage Scud 
missile launchers deep inside Iraq just 
48 hours after the start & Operation 
Desert Storm (FI) (SJ (71 (6875). 

1130 News; Weather (71 (534691) 

1115 Local News (7) (814349). 

1135 lF»nl Something WBd (Jonathan 
Demme 1986 US). Along with Scors- 
ese's Alter Hours, one of the besl of 
the “Yuppie nightmare” movies of the 
1 980s. Jeff Daniels is Ihe amiable Yup 
in question, getting tangled up with 
sexy Melanie Griffith before meeting 
. her jealous boyfriend, psychotic Ray 
Uoita (S) (T) (56730875). 

130 Nationwide Football League 
Extra (53450). 230 The 1997 World 
Music Awards (R) (S) (16501 1). 

435 fc=Bml The Seekers (Ken Annakin 
1955 NZ). Jack Hawkins and Glynis 
Johns emigrate to 1820s New Zealand 
(5702905). To 5.55am. 


630 Sesame Street (SI (35707). 730 
The Babysitters' Club (ft.) (SJ 
(9956078). 735 Two Stupid Dogs (R) 
IS254542) 830 The Bigger Breakfast 
(Si (177261. 1030 Happy Days (R) (S) 
i 5348440 1035 The Secret World ol 
Alev Mack, (fl) (Si , 1 107078} 1135 
Moesha |fl) (Si f82i04d6) 1130 The 
Monkees (82 1 9691 ) 12.05 Coping 
with (Si(20i7639) 1235 Eene. 
Indiana (fl) (71 r57j34f.5> 100 The 
Entertainers iR) (S» |71 (14542) 230 A 
Woman of Substance (R) (77 < 3165 ). 
430 Bewitched iRl (16 5.1 430 Count- 
down (7) (201969H 435 The Montel 
Williams Show tS) <7) (54054/7) 

530 The Crystal Maze Christmas 
Special (R) iS) <7) (594875). 

635 Fresh Pop (S) (949252) 

630 Hollyoaks iS> (7) (894! 

7.00 News; Weather (7) (83631. 

730 The Remote Controllers. Talking to 
viewer? all over Bnlain. this documerv 
lary - filmed with hidden cameras - 
loot- s a! the enormous changes in TV 
viewing in the 15 vea/s since Channel 
4 slatted broadcasting. In 1982. hardly 
anyone had a remote control tor their 
television. and no one foresaw the 
changes to be brought about by satel- 
lite and cable channels (77 (96523). 
830 Looking Like Diana. See Today's 
Pith, above (T) (6523). 

930 Secret Lives: Grace KeHy. See 
Today s . above (S) (77 (4894). 
1030 Fan! Blue Sky (Tony Richardson 

1994 US) Richardson’s last film before 
succumbing to Aids is a listless but afl- 
l he- same fascinating study ol an army 
marriage m early 1960s America. 
Jessica Lange earned an Oscar as the 
restless and infantile wife of army 
scientist Tommy Lee Jones, who is do- 
ling some cover! spm -doctoring for the 
government on radiation levels at an 
atom blast site (S) (77 (323813) 

1155 The American Football Big 

Match: The Road to Super Bowl 
XXXII (SI (786707) 

110 Nml Vampire Circus (Robert 
Young 1971 UK). Initially imaginative 
Hammer horror in which a travelling 
circus fronting for a bunch ol vamp'res 
takes over an isolated village commu- 
nity in 1820s Serbia (572059). 

245 Drea mland Express (R) (6045160). 
330 iraml China Seas (Tay Garnett 1935 
US). Ladylike Rosalind Russell and 
hard-drinking Jean Hariow compete 
for the affections of ship’s officer Clark 
Gable in this likeable, wise-cracking 
MGM shipboard melodrama. A char- 
acterful supporting cast is slocked with 
the likes of Wallace Beery. Robert Berv 
chley and C Aubrey Smith (927108). 
435 Nml Susan Lenox - Her Fall and 
Rise (Robert Z Leonard 1931 US). 
Greta Garbo's only film with Clark 
Gable, and you can see why They just 
don't mix - except, strangely, in the 
love scenes It's a pretty convoluted 
melodrama with Garbo's illegitimate 
farm girl putting up with arranged 
marriages, rich suitors and the like for 
Ihe true love of Gable's construction 
engineer (98506531. To 6.00am. 


630 Dappledoim Farm (R) 

630Wnd in the Willows (90256356). 

630 Mr Men and Little Miss (R) 

Adventures of the Bush Patrol (R)(S) 
(2565454). 930 Stick/n' Around (R) 
(6552766). 930 Wishbone (Ft) 

( 1 189320). 1030 End Blyton - foe 
Secret Island (Si (37516165). «30 
Animal Xtremes 

The Bold and the Beautiful (66573 lOi- 
1230 Family Affairs (SJ (77 (1 f^0436J- 
130 5 News Update |SJ (88 432726 ). 
135 Sunset Beach (SJ (T) (4856558). 

230 ng Secret of Treasure Mowi- 
tain (Scott Swofford 1993 US). The 
secret in this run-of-the-mill kids ad- 
venture is buried treasure (44 82*55). 

3.40 pig The Lady and the Highway- 
man (John Hough 1988 UK). Ridicu- 
lous Barbara Cartland bodice-ripper 
that managed somehow to attract a 
cast that includes Hugh Grant. Lyse tie 
Anthony. Michael York. Oliver Reed 
and Claire Bloom They must have 
been paying bkj money (9161504). 

530 Whittle (S) (7) (4349900). 

630 100 Per Cent (S) (4346813). 

630 FamBy Affairs- Angus and Nick take 
their chance for fame when a flu epi- 
demic knocks out the cast of the 
Christmas panto (S) (77 14337165). 

730 Exclusive (S) (5705073). 

730 Empire of the Elephant The 
African elephant (SJ (77 (4333349J. 

830 Period Rooms. The teams are 
challenged lo create an Edwardian 
nursery. (Sj (57147261 

830 5 News including First on Five 
(S) (7J ( 5793233 ) 

930 Kane and AbeL Concluding part of 
this repeated dramatisation of Jeffrey 
Archer's potboiler about two men 
bom on the same day in 1902. one 
into poverty, the other into a privileged 
banking family. (32121 184). 

1030 The Jack Docherty Show. Compi- 
lation indudes Gordon Kennedy. Mor- 
wenna Banks. John Sparks, Moray 
Hunter and Pete Bail- ie Is that the 
besl they can do 9 (St (1251726). 

1135 Prisoner CeB Block H (2003523). 

1235 fjbjj] Deadly Care (David 

Anspaugh 1987 US). Nurse Cheryl 
Ladd's dependency on drink and . 
drugs starts to threaten her patients' 
safety. Unintentional laughs a distinct 
possibility as Ladd lets out ail the 
slops (4835318). 

2.25 §krj] Little Dorrit - Nobody’s 
Fault (Christine Edzard 1987 UK). 
you do sometimes wonder if Channel 
5 knows what it's doing, especially 
when it throws away Christine 
Edzard's wonderful Dickens adapta- 
tion al I his irme of night, and puts on 
some tawdry and ancient Jeffrey 
Archer nonsense on prime-time Oh 
well, it's whai video recorders are for. I 
suppose With Alec Guinness. Derek 
Jacobi. Cyril Cusack. Joan Green- 
wood and Max Waff (33374059). 

5-25 The Road (77445450). 530 100 Per 
Cent (SJ (7682276). To 6.00am. 


VARIATIONS 

9l 5S Ang&a News and - 
AscarttOT««*P~ 12 j20 Angfia News and - 
Weather £448 d 39[ gjjj vwSft’fi My I*# - ; 

Angie N 2S£ffaJ0 RoSrnania (40450) 

(iSm. 535 coronation Street (3 362363). 

COTtral central News 

SoCerural News and . 

&&2320) 1240 The Fashion 
S^T4^0977 630 The Baldy Man 
/tyvif 630 Central News and We3ther 
fU5 Central News, Weather and 
Tfovel Update (814349). 

(7 443639). 12-20 H .™ NfSrogfl 2 630 ' 

Rockmania (40450) 330 The Gramophone 
Awardsi997 (125189). 535 Coronation - 
Street (3362363). 

HTV West 

>- htv Wales exc ept; 1240 Dr Qumo. 
^dEie WO^i (8120287). 630 The West . 
TtSght (252). 1U5 West Tonight (814349). 

5Jc!aS?wcepfc 935 Mendian News 
(7448639). 12-20 Meridian News and Weatn- 
er (9822320). 1240 Shortland Street 
(2885097). 6.00 Meridian Tonight (900). 630 
The Baldy Man (252J. 1115 Meridian News 
(814349). 230 Rockmania (40450). 330 
The Gramophone Awards 1997 (1257891. 

535 Look and Cook (3362363). 
Westcountry 

As Carlton except 9-55 Westcountry News 
(7448639) 1230 Weslcountry News 
(9822320) 12.27 Illuminations (9847639). 
1240 Westcountry Match (8120287). 630 
Westcountry Live (24676). tldS Westcountry 
News (874349). 230 Rockmania (40450) 
330 The Gramophone Awards 1997 
(725189). S-25 Coronation Street (3362363). 

Yorkshire 

As Carton e x c ept; 935 Calendar News and 
Wealher (7448639). 1230 Calendar News 
and Weather (9 822320). 1240 Coronation 
Street (2885097). 630 Calendar (24676). 
ms Calendar News and Weather (814349). 
435 Murder. She Wrote (9857562). 5.15 
Jobfinder (3373794). 

North East 

As Kb f ta h fr e except: 9J55 North East News 
(7448639). 1230 North East News 
(9822320). 540 News (439962). 535 North 
East Weather (324894). 630 North East 
Tonight (900). 630 North East News Quiz 
(252) 1U5 North East News (874349). 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except: 130 Slot Meithrin: Troi 
a Throi a Miffi (33252). 130 Boy Meets 
World (98558). 430 Countdown (349). 530 

RPimn RrruuriH a PrsiurvH lORlQTKHl (lit; 


uitfiyuutiu t oyu vyouj cu narurneioaio 

(265829). 630 Newyddion 6 (517900). &10 
Heno (754320). 730 Pobol y Cwm (332233). 
735 Cyngordd Caneuon Tony ac Aioma 
(775233). 830 Newyddion (356233) 835 
Refferendwm 97 (567962). 935 Looking 
Like Diana (844707). 1035 Film: NeB 
(60863504) 1Z10 the American Football Big 
Match (5749289). 135 Cfosa 


RADIO 


Radio 1 

(97.6-99.8MHz FM I 
830 Clms Mayles. 1030 MarK 
Goodier 1230 Mary Anne Hobbs 
330 Clive Warren. 535 Newsbeat. 
630 Radio Vs Oance Anthems - 
Dave Pearce. 930 Summer Dance. 
1230 Essential Mu: Daft Punk. 
230 Gilles Peterson 530 - 830 
Charlie Jordan. 

Radio 2 

( 88-90 2M He FM ) 

6.00 Rictiard Allmson. 730 Sarah 
Kennedy 930 Alex Lester. TL30 
Jimmy Young 130 Debbie Throw- 
er. 330 Ed Stewart. 535 John 
Dunn 730 Humphrey Lyttelton. 
830 Malcolm Laycock 930 Big 
Band Special 930 Hayes over 
Bntain 1030 Radio 2's Hollywood 
Christmas 1100 Bob Harris. 100 
Sieve Madden. 330 - 430 
Patrick Lum. 

Radio 3 

(90.2-92.4MHz FM ) 

630 On Air. 

930 Morning Collection. 

1030 Muswal Encounters. 

1230 Composers of the Week- 
Twenrieih-Ceniuiy American Song. 
100 The Radio 3 Lunchtime Con- 
cert. lR) 

230 The BSC Orchestras. 

430 Clementi and Beethoven. 

445 Turns of Ihe Century. 

530 The Changing Orchestra. 

630 Solti Resounding. (R) 

730 Performance an 3 
1030 Postscript. Five programmes 
askmg how people's tastes change 
as ihey grow older i 'Music'. Sir 
William Glock. Minna Keal Dr Antho- 
ny St oct, Sir Ernst Gombnch. Richard 
Hoqgart and Sir Frank kerrnode dis- 
cuss how their tastes in music have 
changed during their lives. 

1045 Mixing It Mark Russell and 
Robert Sandall present a unique mix 
of musical styles and Influences. 
1130 Composers ol the Week: 
British Light Music. (R) 

1230 Jazz Notes. 

130 - 630 Through the Night. 

Radio 4 

(92.4-94 6MHzFM) 

530 News Briefing. 

6J0 Farming today. 

635 Prayer for the Day. 

630 Today. 

645 Facts and Fancies 
638 Weather 
930 News. 

935 Start Ihe Week- 
1030 News, Big Bang. 

1030 Woman’s Hour. 

TL30 The Pickwick Papers 
1230 News: You and Yours. 

19.93 Masterbrain. 

1235 Weather 



CHOICE 

The Late Boole Ghost Stories (1230am R4) 

Five classics of understated spookery by the gr e ate s t 

exponent of the genre, MR Janies, read by Benjamin 
Whitrow. Tonight ,£anon Athene’s Scrapbook, a morally 
improving rale about the wisdom of keeping a crucifix 
handy at bedtime. 


130 The Wdrtd at One 
140 The Archers. 

155 Shipping Forecast. 

230 NEWS: A Christmas Card 
230 NEWS; The Afternoon Shift. 
430 News. 

435 Kaleidoscope 
445 Short Stoty. What the Dick- 
ens'?. (Rl 
530 PM 

530 Shipping Forecast. 

535 Wealher. 

630 Six O’Gock News. 

630 News Quiz of the Year. 

730 News. 

735 The Archers. 

730 The Food Programme. Crack- 
ing the Christmas nuts - Derek 
Cooper shares the pleasures of this 
seasonal tratfltion with Philippa Dav- 
enport and some ol the tardy wxis 
who try to grow nuts In Britain. 

745 The Monday Play: Ficfrting 
over Beverley The Bnnsh premiere 
of Israel Horovltz’s internationally ac- 
claimed play. A Yorkshireman belat- 
edly lUes lo America to reclaim ihe 


war bride taken from him by an 
American war hero 45 years earlier 
With Rosemary Harris. Ian 
Camnchaei, Efcabeth McGovern 
and Israel Horowitz Director Ned 
Chailfet. 

945 Singular Women. Steward Per- 
mutt's bittersweet comedies present 
very different women’s views of the 
world 3 ‘Stella’ Mnam Margolyes 
plays Stella, proud manageress ol 
an unchanging chocolate shop in a 
changing world (R) 

830 The Pickvnck Papers. Bv 
Charles Dickens, dramatised m six 
parts by Martyn Read. 4: ’Christmas 
at Dingley Dell 1 ' In which Mr Pick- 
wick experiences spends a merry 
Christmas with old friends and is 
summoned Delon? me maiesty of the 
law. With CBve Francis. Bill Wallis. 
Christopher Secular and John Out- 
line Director Sue Wilson. 

939 Weather 

Kujo The World Tonight 

W45 Book at Bedtime playback. 

By Raymond Chandler, abridged by 


Roben Dodds, read by Angus 
Macanrws. ‘Me and you could get 
along - if you had any brans ' (6/10). 
1100 An Artist in Sound. Piers 
Plowright introduces a documentary 
made in 1990 in which cmema-iover 
Stephen Wichhusen ndes to the de- 
fence ot the Rotherham Empire with 
a little help from Bntish Rail. Gus Ihe 
pianist and writer Carote Rosen 
H30 Death on the Nile. <R) 

1230 News. 

1230 The Late Book' Ghost Stones 
SeeChoo?. 

12-48 Shipping Forecast 
130 As World Service. 

530 Inshore Forecast. 

535 - 630 Shipping Forecast 

Radio 4 LW 

l19BW-t) 

10.00 NEWS. Dally Service 10.15 - 
1030 On This Day. 

Radio 5 Live 

1693. 909kHz MW) 

630 Murray Walker's Grand Pn* 
World. 630 The Breakfast Pro- 
gramme 930 Nicky Campbell 
1130 The Celtic Tiger 1230 Midday 
with Mair. 230 Ruscoe on Five. 

430 Nationwide. 730 News Extra. 
730 Sportstrack. 830 Tte Monday 
Match. 1030 Extra Time. H00 
News Extra. H30 The Cetiic Tiger 
1230 After Hours. 230 Up All 
Night 530 And Now the Wealher 
530 - 630 Curling. 

Classic FM 

f100.0-101.9MHz FM) 

630 Alan Mann 930 Henry Kelly 

130 Chart of 1799. 230 Concerto 

330 Jamie Crick. 630 Susannah 
Simons. 830 Evenrng Concert 
1030 Margaret Howard 1230 Sally 
Peterson. 230 Concerto. 330 - 
630 Mark Gnffilhs. 

Virgin Radio 

(1215. 1 197-12KW-fc Ml 1058MHz FM) 
630 Lynn Parsons 1030 Robin 
Banks 130 Nicky Home 430 
Mark Forrest. 730 Caimin Jones 
1030 Jeremy Clark 230 - 630 
Richard Porter. 

World Service 

(198kHz LW 1 

100 Newsdesk 130 Seven 
Days. 145 Sense an d Sensibilities 
230 Newsdav 230 Mendian 
(UnScreen) 330 World News. 

335 World Business Report. 3.15 
Spwts Roundup 330 Civilisation 
430 Newsdesi, 430 Europe 
Today/The World Today (LW and 
E*»fccnlvl 445 Off the 
Sheff High Spmts (LW and SW 
5875kHz only) 530 News desk 
530 Europe Todav/Outiook tSW 
7t50Wz only). 535 - 830 Take 
Five (SW /150kHz only) 


SATELLITE/CABLE 


Sky Movies Screen 1 

630 t-tousekeeping (1987) (36184). 
830 David Coppertield 1 1970) 
137558). 1030 God Dogera the Se- 
cret ot Bear Mourn avi (1995) 
(5T5304231. 1145 Captive Hearts 
(19871 (179X2829) 130 Breaking 
Awav (19791 (56235233) 345 A Pyro- 
manoc's L<3ve Story (19951 (732928). 
5.15 Gold Diggers- the Secret of Bear 
Mountain (1995) (8732711. 645 Now 
and Then H996) (30J4J639) 830 
Mov* Shew (3455) 930 Lip Close 
and Personal 1 19£»5) (70746) 1130 
The Plague (1991) 120556320) 135 
Stolen Ybuth (1996) (24125661 230 
Hot Pursuri (1987) (5U5740) 435 - 
630 Drop Squad (1994| (658092) 

Sky Movies Screen 2 

630 The Watts of Jericho- | VM8> 

( 34726) 830 The Nevt karate Hjrj 
(19941 (559001 1030 Murrtue 
Smv^s Back (1995) (409871 1230 
The Jacipoi* (1950lf47739Ji ISO A 
Tree Grows in Brooklyn' (1945i 
>189144551. 430 Young Indiana 
Jones a r*J the Hollywood Follies 
t1995) |2349l 630 Captrva Istarvd 
(1995-1 (93287) 730 E Features 
18639). 830 The Wesl Side Waltz 
ti995) See Choice |794»7i kujo 
T he Juror - Preview (34909D t035 
The .Lx or (1996) (43W709^i 1230 
Crosscut (19961 (769U76J 2M Burm 
by the Sun (19941 (723560301 43S - 
630 Captiva Isiand H995) (618634) 

Sky Movies Gold 

430 seventh Wavaq e of Sinbvl 
11958) 193654551 630 Who's Harry 
Ctumb? (1989| 14527962) 830 FtST 
( 197BI (4 7 706558) 10.10 Ertfify 1 19&31 
(35466894) 12J5 Lileforce (1985) 
(66561081 2J0 Ycj Wire Never Lcve- 
liet* 1 1942i 17633092). 345 Oose 

Bravo 

830 The A-Team f44 76875) 930 
Tour ,-jf Cw/ (44366391 1030 Red 
Shoe Danes (5528184) 1045 Rm-. 
Wanted Dead or Afore (1987) 
(94032711. 1245 Tour ot Duly 
(1822721). 145 Red Shoe Dianes 
75921553). 230 Rkti: Slaughter 
(19721 (24654501. 430 Fam.lv Oxt 
(89804971. 530 - 630 Starsky and 
Hutch (4033653) 

Discovery Channel 

430 Bush Tucker Man (3423417) 
430 FSghtlf* 1 35258291. SJM Best 
Of British (8659894) 630 Sharvc, . the 
Real Story (SS94639J 730 Arthur C 
Ciarke (3650523. 730 Deader 
73526558). 830 Danger Be*h 
(4429349). 93Q In the Shadcw ol ihe 
White Shark (4432813). 1030 Sharks 
(4435900). 1100 Jaws (86884 7 71. 
1230 Best OT Bntish (3537905) 130 
Osasier ©5 30130). 130 Beyond 
2000 (9411547) 230 CIOS? 


CHOICE 

The West Side Waltz 
(8pm Sky Movies Screen 2) 

Three of the best actresses of their generation line 
up together for Ernest Thompsons comedy drama. 
Shirley MacLaine plays a widow who searches with 
her unmarried neighbour (Liza Minnelli) for love. 
Their world is changed when they encounter an 
unusual homeless woman (Kathy Bates). 


BasteM rawBaaa ttoowc*id 
Wmdsurteg (572733d) TL30 FootbaH 
league Review (2956542) 100 Darts 
Pars Worte Championship* 

P£S878a> 530 Futhol Mondial 
(262o875i 530 Foot&all League Re- 
Iff 640 Wortd Wrods*jr1- 

^ Spots Cerrire (2646639). 
730 Darts Pans WorM Champi- 
onship:(2.524D97) tuowoitd 
Winding *6957368) 1230 Marlin 
Fishing ( 4663924). 2jOO - 7J00 Skv 
Spons Centre (6 154672) 1 

Sky Sports 3 

a*® 1 crK * ei v 

,3BOt ,0?d) 4JM) Ba$- 
Gian » v Greater 

aas** 

Eurospoyf 

730 Sailing, (9784) aOO Alpine SW- 
ginl ™’ 30 9,3 imping 

-moV tl ^0 AJpne Skiing ^68731 
Fo 2£5 1 ' l*:<184). 330 Airline ' 

^ ^ Wheel (5707) 

Jjjf Gold 


ejO'Morrgng i3>iry (3424^3) 930 
Hote ( 72366) 1030 Anoihet 
(64 746) 1100 Days ol Oui Lives 
(77610) t230 Oprah, Wmlrev 
I >35581 100 GeraJdo (430781 230 
Salty Jessy Raphael (-JrTira) 330 
Jenny Jones (43504). 430 Oprah 
Winhev (626391 530 Star Trek Voy- 
ager |9875J 630 The Best al the Live 
6 Show (5765) 630 Mamed with 
Children 1&4 1 7) 730 The Simpsons 
(17841 730 Real TV (68291 800 
Star Trek DS9 (756911 930 Parer- 
getsf the Legacy (95455) 1030 SEd- 
ers (98542) 1100 Star Trek Voyager 
(65875). 1230 Late Show (68198) 
too in me, hfeai ot the Night (28943) 
230 - 630 Lorxi Play (6666010) 

Sky Sports 1 

730 trireme Spcti ( 10959) 730 
ffootbalf League Review Sheffield Ulct 
v Char tton Alh^iiC (34697). 930 R3C- 
(38271 1 930 AerotWS - O; 
SMe (47233). 1030 Ford Forftali 
Special Newcastle v UvMoa 
(842711 1130 Wong Sport Special 
(66900). 1230 Aerobics (257Q7) 

1230 FI Ptaxeiboat <523491 130 
Ford Fooiball Special Newcastle v 
wpool (57277) 230 NFL (33765041 

WO Sly Sp ?( i 3 centre (2469j &30 
rootballLea^je Review (469)) 730 
Football (449.1366) 1030 W 
Centre (35 ?84) ttoOFootteii 

F,;otbal1 Southampton 
V (.hebea (95566) 230 Foatball 
bMgje Review , -52117 n. «jd 
aports Centre \4&nsi 330 Ckup 

sjjysport® 2 

!V SVe 023.3542) 
aS (92293*91. 

55® NWS (5055504). 830 
Wortd Sport Special (5054875). 930 


(26882521 . 130 Hi-De-Hi ( 7225252 ) 
235 The Las Dawson Show 
(10454184). 330 The Bill (3446360) 
430 Juliet Bravo (382781651. 535 
EastEnders (1732455). 5M Onfy 
Focte and Horses (26300504). 735 A 
Word with Alt (4096894) 7-40 Rosie 
18166417). 830 Open Afl Hours 
(8545857). 930 Dad’s Army 
(2516981). 9-40 Casualty (97283277). 
W45 Yes. Minister (5725455). 1125 
Paul Merton - the Series (3471349) 
Lines (3076856). 

12-55 Spitting Image (4548740) 125 
warm Via? (308.3106). 2J5 - 730 
Shopping at Night (46675924). 

64)0 TmyUving (3403900). 930 
Mega Bites (9217894). 945 Hart to 
Han (9786691). KUO Jerry Springer 
W5&00). 1130 The younoknd 
Hwiiess (75664369. 1155 Brookade 
(49779873). 12.25 Jimmy's 
(7839875). 100 Cheap Chic 

13° Tempesn (2105417). 
2^ Reify Steady Cook (7233962). 
330 Could ft Be a Mracte? 

(957 79639). 430 Jerry Springer Show 
(48*3987). 530 

S^Cheap Otic (33210781. 6-20 
Ready, Steady, Cook (7579962). 730 
Rescue 91 7 (9364962). 730 Mystec- 
bs. Magic aid Miracles (739 1 788). 
830 Jeny opringer Uncut (4526233). 
930 ram: lonya and Nancy (1994) 
(4529320). 1130 The Sex Zone 
(6936875). 1230 Close 

Live TV 

630 Living Room Legends 630 


- pri 
se by 4 


m rnb S ,n brackets m VhfeoPtus+« r v-u, 
CT1 = Teletext SubtWes (S)=Sfer« 


Faes? 10100 LieDeiec- 
tor lOM &a)-a^oc 1045 Sto- 
g H30 Fate and 

2™** 1280 The Why FiteaP 1230 
Ue Detector 130 Agony 
JJJ Show: 23° Ka- 

LfiDotoc- 

Room l£gendsftOO 
Why Res? 930 Fashion Show iqjqq 
^P tess Darts: sport Live 1030 

Darts; Sex Show 
™ B^ca Erotica 1230 Pleasure 
DoTCl30PrivateDancerl30Fash- 
tonShaw230SaiShaw23QExrtj' 
Agony 430 The Sex 
kS? ^ 

Fites? 630 - 630 Home Shopping 
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